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GOOD  WILL   TOWARD   MEN 
PROLOGUE 

THE    ROOTS    OF    BITTERNESS 

SINCE  the  morning  of  the  Armistice,  nearly  three  years 
ago,  mankind  has  been  moving  slowly  with  painful 
steps  towards  peace.  Not  a  few  countries  have 
advanced  along  the  road  to  settlement  and  reconstruc 
tion.  But  we  are  very  far  as  yet  from  making  good 
the  moral  devastation  of  the  conflict  and  repairing 
its  spiritual  havoc.  The  deep  wounds  of  the  world 
still  bleed  inwardly,  and  refuse  to  be  healed.  Who  can 
recollect  a  time  of  more  rancour  between  races,  more 
envy  and  hatred  between  nations,  more  jealousy  and 
strife  between  classes,  more  ill  will  among  men  ? 
Never  was  there  such  need  for  the  good  news  of  God's 
eternal  good  will  to  reconcile  all  men  to  Himself  and 
to  one  another. 

To-day  we  begin  to  perceive  some  of  the  causes 
which  contribute  to  this  widespread  bitterness  of 
spirit.  War  inevitably  leaves  behind  it  a  terrible 
legacy  of  resentments  and  revenges.  Moreover  one 
effect  of  this  war  has  been  to  quicken  and  intensify 
race-consciousness.  All  kindreds  and  tribes  have  caught 
up  the  cry  for  "  self-determination,"  as  though  that 
watchword  carried  some  charm  to  solve  political  prob 
lems  ;  whereas  the  crucial  problem  remains — how  to 
decide  what  shall  be  the  self-determining  unit.  Yet 
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"  self-determination,"  repeated  like  a  magic  spell, 
inspires  young  nations  to  see  visions  and  old  nations 
to  dream  dreams.  Brown  men  and  yellow  men  and 
black  men,  no  less  than  white  men,  are  claiming  the 
right  to  rule  themselves,  to  realize  and  express  them 
selves,  in  ways  hitherto  unattempted.  Now  it  is  plain 
that  whatever  inflames  and  exaggerates  the  passion  of 
nationality  must  thereby  foster  those  very  differences 
which  prove  seeds  of  discord  between  nations.  When 
we  break  up  a  military  empire  into  a  number  of 
distinct  racial  republics,  we  hope  and  expect  to  make 
strife  less  possible.  Yet  this  new  order  of  things  may 
also  tend  to  provoke  mutual  friction  and  hostility. 
For  it  creates  fresh  frontiers  where  none  had  existed — 
frontiers  which  become  barriers  against  free  travel 
and  trade,  and  require  armies  to  guard  their  walls 
and  gates.  Small  new  states  which  border  on  each 
other  are  constantly  tempted  to  expand  at  their 
neighbours'  expense.  From  causes  like  these  it  comes 
to  pass  that  fires  are  smouldering  on  all  sides  which 
endanger  the  settlement  of  Europe. 

Yet  the  spirit  of  nationality  is  inspired  by  God. 
Men  were  never  meant  to  be  mere  cosmopolitans. 
The  same  Providence  which  ordains  each  child  to  be 
born  into  a  family  has  linked  families  into  living  nations. 
That  man's  soul  is  blighted  who  does  not  love  his 
native  land.  Patriotism  is  a  sacred  instinct :  and  yet, 
as  Edith  Cavell  confessed  just  before  she  died,  "  patriot 
ism  alone  is  not  enough."  Those  same  affinities  and 
traditions  which  bind  folk  together  into  one  people 
are  too  apt  to  breed  in  them  a  common  aversion 
to  all  foreigners  outside  the  pale.  The  ancient 
Latin  name  for  enemy  meant  at  first  no  more  than 
stranger.  Even  Plato  congratulated  the  Athenians  on 
having  shown  in  their  relations  to  Persia,  beyond  all 
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other  Greeks,  "  a  pure  and  heartfelt  hatred  of  the 
foreign  nature."  To-day  we  still  only  half  understand 
that  nations,  as  well  as  men,  are  members  one  of 
another.  They  have  mutual  duties,  which  demand 
mutual  trust  and  loyalty  and  sympathy  and  good  will. 
For  any  partnership  between  different  races  to  become 
vital  and  powerful,  it  must  express  some  genuine 
unity  of  spirit,  it  must  result  from  spiritual  ideals 
and  judgments  held  in  common.  In  other  words, 
the  true  League  of  Nations  must  be  the  outcome 
of  true  relations  established  in  many  lands  between 
human  souls  and  their  Invisible  King.  The  alliance  of 
mankind  cannot  consist  in  mere  institutions  or  formal 
covenants :  it  must  proceed  from  "  the  acceptance 
of  common  spiritual  values,  based  on  a  common  vision 
of  God." 

Class-hatred. 

Another  root  of  bitterness  lies  in  certain  modern 
doctrines  about  work  and  wealth,  which  are  widely 
popular.  Hitherto  our  civilization,  such  as  it  is,  has 
been  built  upon  the  basis  of  private  property  and 
individual  enterprise.  To-day,  however,  eager  voices 
proclaim  that  all  capital  is  produced  by  labour,  and 
ought  to  belong  to  the  community  of  labourers  who 
have  produced  it ;  that  competition  must  be  abolished, 
and  that  every  enterprise  and  business  must  be  carried 
on  by  the  State.  Now  this  economic  gospel,  whatever 
truth  it  may  contain,  obviously  creates  acute  antagonism 
between  those  who  fear  they  have  much  to  lose  and 
those  who  hope  they  have  much  to  gain  by  its  accept 
ance.  There  are  some  sincere  Englishmen  who 
honestly  desire  a  social  revolution,  and  believe  that 
it  can  be  brought  to  pass  gradually,  without  injus 
tice  or  tragic  upheaval.  Yet  changes  which  are  Lo 
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alter  the  very  fabric  and  texture  of  society  can 
quickly  produce  civil  war  and  chaos  and  misery  in 
calculable — such  as  we  are  witnessing  on  an  appalling 
scale  in  Russia.  Whatever  economic  theories  we  hold, 
Christians  must  in  any  case  recognize  that  class-hatred 
is  born  of  the  devil.  To-day  we  stand  face  to  face 
with  this  sordid  and  malignant  temper.  It  is  worse, 
because  more  contagious,  than  the  rancour  between 
priests  and  heretics.  It  is  more  deadly,  because 
more  wide-spread,  than  the  antipathy  between  negroes 
and  whites.  Class-hatred  can  poison  human  fellow 
ship  even  in  a  country  village ;  for  it  fills  men's 
hearts  with  gall  and  wormwood  in  place  of  charity. 

The  Ground  of  Good  "Will. 

Good  will  among  men  is  more  than  a  vague  senti 
ment  :  it  depends  ultimately  on  the  fact  of  the  perfect 
and  eternal  good  will  of  God  to  all  men  and  to  every 
man.  Se  fosse  amico  il  re  del  Vuniverso — Dante  heard 
that  pathetic  cry  on  the  lips  of  the  Carthaginian  queen 
in  the  Inferno :  "  If  the  King  of  the  universe  were  a 
friend."  And  it  remains  true  that  to  disbelieve  and 
deny  the  Supreme  Goodness  can  sink  men  into  a 
black  pit  of  despair.  There  are  multitudes  of  miserable 
people  in  Europe  whom  the  war  has  bereft  and  ruined, 
and  they  have  cast  away  all  faith  in  a  God  of 
Justice  and  Mercy.  They  turn  into  bitter  cynics,  or 
gross  materialists,  or  fierce  self-seekers.  They  have 
no  heart  left  to  care  for  one  another,  if  there  be  no 
King  of  Love  Who  cares  for  them  all  alike.  Why 
should  any  man  feel  affection  for  his  rivals,  his  com 
petitors,  his  enemies  ?  There  is  only  one  reason,  and 
it  is  the  reason  which  the  New  Testament  reveals. 
Human  brotherhood  on  earth  finds  no  sufficient  ground 
and  motive,  apart  from  the  reality  of  a  common 
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Father  in  heaven.  Christ  gave  us  two  great  com 
mandments,  but  the  second  comes  after  the  first.  Not 
until  we  accept  the  first  commandment — which  means 
that  there  is  a  God  worthy  of  our  absolute  affection, 
shall  we  ever  be  able  to  keep  the  second  command 
ment — which  means  that  because  God  loves  every  man, 
therefore  every  man  must  be  worth  loving. 

Those  fervid  Socialists  who  try  to  organize  their 
Internationale  are  groping  unconsciously  after  the 
foundation  truth  which  the  New  Testament  proclaims 
— the  truth  that  God  has  made  of  one  blood  and  has 
loved  with  one  love  all  the  nations  upon  earth.  When 
men  protest  that  the  rights  of  property  must  give 
way  before  the  claims  of  humanity,  they  do  but  echo 
the  passionate  teaching  of  Christ  Himself.  In  His 
eyes  there  were  two  sins  which  showed  like  scarlet 
— the  bitter,  unforgiving  temper  and  the  greed  for 
gain.  Again  and  again  He  warned  men  against 
covetousness  and  against  rancour.  Are  not  these  still 
two  chief  curses  of  our  modern  society  ?  Apart  from 
these  evil  spirits,  infecting  both  labour  and  capital, 
what  industrial  dispute  would  last  for  a  week  ? 

In  these  days  the  whole  world  pays  lip-service  to 
Democracy.  Carlyle  used  to  maintain  that  Democracy 
was  born  at  Bunker's  Hill :  but  it  had  a  far  earlier 
advent,  it  was  born  at  Bethlehem.  Because  Democracy, 
as  Lord  Bryce  tells  us,  is  "in  its  true  sense  the  product 
of  Christianity,  whose  principle,  asserted  from  the 
first  and  asserted  until  now,  has  been  the  spiritual 
equality  of  all  men  before  God."  Viewed  from  any 
lower  standpoint  than  this,  the  doctrine  of  human 
equality  appears  a  fiction  and  a  folly.  Racial  anti 
pathies  are  too  savage,  national  claims  and  interests 
'are  too  conflicting,  social  cleavages  are  too  profound, 
for  any  reconciliation  except  one.  That  reconcilia- 
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tion  lies  in  the  faith  which  Gordon  expressed,  when 
he  wrote  from  Khartoum  :  "  Do  you  really  believe 
that  God  loves  each  of  these  black  Arabs  with  the 
same  love  with  which  He  loves  Himself  or  you  ?  " 

From  of  old  the  roots  of  pride  and  selfishness  have 
entangled  themselves  in  human  nature ;  they  grow 
rank  in  our  soil,  they  are  bearing  their  bitter  fruit 
under  our  skies  to-day.  No  power  can  eradicate  them, 
except  power  from  on  high.  But  the  promise  uttered 
by  the  ancient  prophet  was  spoken  to  a  whole  people  : 
*'  A  new  heart  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will 
I  put  within  you  ;  and  I  will  take  away  the  stony 
heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  a  heart  of 
flesh."  Only  thus  can  mankind  find  reconciliation  and 
fraternity.  This  renewal  of  the  general  heart  must 
result  from  a  change  in  individual  hearts,  by  which 
foes  and  rivals  are  transformed  into  partners  and 
friends.  Nations  indeed  are  not  to  be  converted 
wholesale,  as  Charles  the  Great  baptized  the  Saxons 
by  platoons.  God's  glory  in  the  highest  never  creates 
peace  on  earth  by  carnal  methods.  His  Kingdom 
must  come,  if  it  come  at  all,  without  observation, 
by  the  silent  working  of  the  Divine  Spirit  upon 
the  souls  of  men,  one  by  one.  Yet  that  Spirit  lives 
and  moves  and  prevails  through  the  Gospel  of  ever 
lasting  good  will,  published  in  the  tongues  of  the 
world  and  brought  within  the  reach  of  every  human 
creature.  There  is  no  other  remedy  for  bitterness. 
On  the  success  of  this  propaganda  of  the  New  Testa 
ment  depend  not  merely  law  and  order  and  security, 
but  living  partnership  among  nations  and  true  fellow 
ship  between  man  and  man. 
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ONE  chief  obstacle  to  good  will  among  nations  is 
mutual  ignorance.  They  dislike  each  other  partly 
because  they  misunderstand  each  other,  they  speak 
strange  languages,  they  cannot  make  friends  or  feel 
at  home  together.  It  is  almost  as  hard  for  ordinary 
folk  who  belong  to  different  countries  to  enter  into  one 
another's  minds  as  it  is  for  them  to  read  one  another's 
books  and  newspapers.  In  order  to  promote  general 
friendship  and  peace  in  the  world,  people  have  tried 
again  and  again  to  invent  a  universal  language.  But 
these  inventions  never  manage  to  make  themselves 
generally  accepted  or  popular.  Before  the  war  the 
Bible  Society  had  published  the  New  Testament  in 
Esperanto  :  down  to  the  present  time,  however,  only 
12,000  copies  of  this  Testament  have  gone  into  circu 
lation.  The  earth  is  as  far  as  ever  from  being  of  one 
speech.  The  curse  of  Babel  still  breeds  division  and 
discord  among  men. 

In  the  middle  ages  practically  nobody  could  read 
unless  he  were  a  priest  or  a  monk.  But  the  interior 
of  each  medieval  church  was  like  a  great  illuminated 
book,  whose  pages  lay  spread  open  in  the  sight  of 
common  people.  Each  shining  window  gleamed  with 
jewelled  lights  ;  while  the  frescoed  walls  and  painted 
vaults  and  carved  stones  and  coloured  panels  were 
covered  with  sacred  scenes  and  emblems,  setting  forth  the 
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story  of  God's  revelation,  the  drama  of  man's  redemp 
tion.  Now,  according  to  the  purpose  of  its  creators,  this 
was  not  done  primarily  in  order  to  decorate  a  church  ;  it 
was  intended  first  and  foremost  to  communicate  truth, 
to  convey  ideas,  to  picture  the  Gospel.  In  place  of 
books  and  newspapers  and  magazines,  folk  in  medieval 
times  had  this  message  set  before  their  eyes  in  a  fashion 
which  the  simplest  and  dullest  could  understand.  We 
may  perhaps  gain  some  dim  notion  as  to  what  was  once 
the  influence  of  sacred  art,  when  we  contrast  it  with 
the  effect  of  modern  propaganda  by  means  of  coloured 
posters  on  the  hoardings  of  our  streets.  Moreover  we 
have  recently  discovered  in  cinema  pictures  a  new 
means  of  popular  appeal.  The  same  films  speak  to 
people  of  many  races  and  in  lands  far  apart ;  so  that, 
for  better  or  for  worse,  the  cinema  is  becoming  a  kind 
of  universal  language. 

If  the  New  Testament  is  to  become  universal,  it 
must  go  into  all  the  world  and  speak  to  every  man 
in  his  own  tongue  in  which  he  was  born.  God's  Book 
must  imitate  the  ancient  prophet  who  was  sent  to  the 
children  of  his  people  in  their  captivity,  and  when 
he  came  to  them  he  tells  us  :  "I  sat  where  they  sat." 
Like  its  great  apostle,  the  Gospel  must  itself  become 
all  things  to  all  men.  It  must  stoop  to  learn  the 
dialects  of  wandering  nomads,  the  jargon  of  savage 
tribes,  the  patois  of  the  half-caste,  the  lingua  franca 
of  the  trader,  before  it  can  fulfil  its  ministry  of  recon 
ciliation  for  all  mankind. 

Universal  and  Timeless. 

The  new  Professor  of  Poetry  at  Oxford  began  his 
inaugural  lecture  by  insisting  on  the  universality 
and  timelessness  of  poetry.  He  would  have  us  realize 
that  "  the  essential  stuff  of  poetry  is  eternal  human 
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nature.  In  the  deep  things  of  men  all  the  poets  under 
stood  each  other  at  once,  and  each  of  them  is  under 
stood  by  all  the  world.  The  obstacle  of  Babel  remains, 
menacing,  formidable,  never  to  be  more  than  very 
partially  overcome  in  poetry.  Nevertheless,  when 
it  speaks  aright,  poetry  instantly  appeals  to  every 
thing  in  us  which  can  be  most  nobly  moved.  It  is 
memory  and  reason  and  music  combined  ;  and  memory 
calls  up  all  our  own  past,  and  all  the  past  of  all  our 
race,  till  it  gives  us  a  life  altogether  beyond  and  above 
that  of  the  passing  moment,  a  life  in  which  we  become 
more  than  ourselves,  more  than  any  single  individual, 
a  life  in  which  we  are  made  one  with  all  men  and,  as 
we  sometimes  dare  to  hope,  are  made  akin  to  God." 
Now  what  is  thus  finely  said  about  poetry  holds 
good  in  substance  about  Holy  Scripture  as  well.  For 
the  Bible  has  these  wonderful  elements  of  universality 
and  timelessness.  It  deals  with  the  essential  stuff 
of  human  nature  ;  and  concerning  the  deep  things  of 
men,  the  things  which  seriously  matter,  the  prophets 
and  evangelists  and  apostles  understand  one  another 
and  are  understood  by  all  the  world.  Scripture, 
moreover,  is  far  less  hampered  and  hindered  than 
poetry  by  the  confusion  of  human  tongues.  To  a 
great  extent  it  has  overcome  the  formidable  obstacle 
of  Babel,  and  it  is  speaking  to-day  in  languages 
which  are  understood  by  quite  three-quarters  of 
mankind. 

The  Limitations  of  Language. 

We  have  to  recognize,  indeed,  that  the  best  transla 
tion,  whether  of  prose  or  of  poetry,  must  needs  be  less 
than  perfect.  Human  speech  itself  has  its  own  limita 
tions,  It  is  not  a  scientific  thing,  but  an  artistic  thing, 
invented  long  before  science  was  dreamed  of.  **  The 
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tongue  is  not  a  reliable  instrument,  like  a  theodolite 
or  a  camera  :  it  is  most  truly  an  unruly  member,  as  the 
wise  saint  called  it,  a  thing  poetic  and  dangerous  like 
music  or  fire."  Language  is  very  far  from  infallible, 
and  most  people's  vocabulary  is  strangely  defective 
and  incomplete.  We  cannot  assume  that  Englishmen, 
still  less  that  uncivilized  folk,  possess  a  word  for  every 
reality  in  earth  or  heaven  or  hell. 

We  may  illustrate  this  perpetual  problem  which  besets 
a  Bible  translator  by  what  happened  recently  in  Uganda, 
when  the  C.M.S.  medical  missionaries  began  to  train 
a  number  of  Baganda  students  at  the  Mengo  hospital. 
They  have  no  words  in  their  language  to  express  the 
ideas  which  a  doctor  wants  to  convey.  For  instance, 
they  have  no  name  for  artery,  or  vein,  or  nerve  ;  no 
word  for  solid,  or  liquid,  or  gas  ;  no  word  for  solution, 
organ,  tissue,  substance ;  no  names  for  many  parts 
even  of  their  own  bodies  ;  no  words  to  express  shape 
or  structure.  Hence  it  became  necessary  to  write  an 
elementary  primer  in  the  Ganda  language,  explaining 
in  the  simplest  terms  the  A  B  C  of  chemistry,  physiology 
and  anatomy.  This  stumbling-block  on  the  threshold 
of  science  teaching  brings  home  to  us  the  far  greater 
difficulty  with  which  a  missionary  translator  has  to 
grapple,  when  he  tries  to  render  the  Gospel  into  some 
barbarous  tongue  which  possesses  no  alphabet,  no 
dictionary,  no  grammar.  Nevertheless  the  baffling 
task  is  continually  being  accomplished.  Year  by  year 
the  enthusiasm  and  faith  and  persevering  skill  of 
missionary  linguists  produce  fresh  versions  which  are 
sent  home  from  every  corner  of  the  earth  to  be  printed 
and  published  by  the  Bible  Society. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  TEN  NEW  LANGUAGES 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  those  in  which  the  Society 
has  published  or  circulated  the  Scriptures,  This  means 
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that  a  version  in  some  fresh  form  of  speech  has  appeared 
about  once  every  five  weeks. 

Cape  Dutch,  or  Afrikaans,  is  a  vernacular  current  among  a 
million  and  a  half  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  South  Africa — 
including  half  a  million  coloured  people — many  of  whom  are 
unable  to  follow  the  classical  Dutch  Bible.  In  response  to 
an  official  request  from  the  Synods  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  South  Africa,  our  Society  has  undertaken  to  prepare 
and  print  a  version  of  the  Bible  in  Afrikaans.  Tentative 
editions  of  St.  John's  Gospel  and  two  minor  Prophets  have 
now  appeared. 

Venda  is  the  speech  of  a  tribe  in  the  Northern  Transvaal, 
for  whom  we  have  just  printed  the  four  Gospels  and  the  Acts, 
translated  by  members  of  the  Berlin  Mission.  The  tribe 
numbers  about  300,000,  of  whom  5,000  have  learned  to  read  ; 
but  no  other  book  except  this  exists  in  their  language. 

On  the  West  African  Coast,  Popo  is  one  of  the  languages  of 
Togoland,  in  which  a  version  of  St.  -Mark's  Gospel,  made  by 
African  translators,  has  been  published  for  the  use  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Missionary  Society. 

Tangale  is  the  speech  of  50,000  negroes  living  on  the  tip- 
lands  of  Northern  Nigeria.  They  have  now  received  St. 
Luke's  Gospel,  translated  by  an  agent  of  the  Sudan  Interior 
Mission. 

St.  Matthew's  Gospel  has  been  printed  in  the  Ituri  dialect 
of  Swahili,  which  constitutes  a  kind  of  lingua  franca  among 
several  neighbouring  tribes  in  the  north  of  Belgian  Congo. 
This  version  will  be  used  by  members  of  the  "  Heart  of 
Africa  "  Mission  and  of  the  Africa  Inland  Mission. 

St.  Luke's  Gospel  in  Songi,  the  speech  of  a  tribe  in  the  south 
of  Belgian  Congo,  has  been  published  for  the  use  of  the 
"  Westcott "  Mission  and  of  the  American  Methodist  Episcopal 
Mission. 

In  Ngandu,  the  tongue  of  a  tribe  in  equatorial  Belgian 
Congo,  we  have  just  printed  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke,  for  the 
use  of  the  Congo  Balolo  Mission. 

In  Portuguese  West  Africa,  Chokwe  is  current  among  nearly 
a  million  people  in  the  north-east  of  Angola.  These  are 
being  evangelized  by  members  of  the  "  Open  Brethren,"  for 
whose  use  our  Society  recently  published  seven  of  the  shorter 
Epistles  of  the  New  Testament  in  Chokwe. 
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Among  the  northern  Lushai  Hills  of  Assam,  the  Hmars  are 
a  small  tribe,  speaking  their  own  dialect  of  Lushai.  For  them 
we  have  issued  St.  Mark's  Gospel  in  Hmar,  translated  by  the 
Rev.  F.  J.  Sandy,  of  the  Welsh  Presbyterian  Mission. 

New  Ireland,  nearly  two-thirds  the  size  of  Wales,  forms 
part  of  the  Bismarck  Archipelago,  east  of  New  Guinea.  For 
tribesmen  in  this  Pacific  island  we  have  printed  St.  John's 
Gospel  in  Patpatar,  translated  by  one  of  the  German  mis 
sionaries  whose  work  the  Australasian  Methodist  Mission  has 
now  taken  over. 

During  last  year  the  complete  New  Testament  has 
been  issued  in  (i)  Kamba,  the  language  of  a  tribe  in 
Kenya  Colony,  East  Africa :  this  is  needed  by  the 
Africa  Inland  Mission ;  (ii)  Luba-Lulua,  spoken  by 
100,000  negroes  in  Belgian  Congo,  who  are  being 
evangelized  by  the  American  Presbyterian  Mission  and 
the  Congo  Inland  Mission  ;  and  (iii)  Mukawa,  the  tongue 
of  a  tribe  in  Papua,  for  the  use  of  the  Anglican  Mission 
to  New  Guinea. 

For  missionaries  of  the  Universities'  Mission  to  Central 
Africa  and  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  Bible  has 
been  completed  in  Yao,  current  east  and  south  of  Lake 
Nyasa. 

The  Society's  new  and  improved  edition  of  the  Peshitta 
Syriac  version  of  the  New  Testament  appeared  last 
year,  and  has  been  warmly  welcomed  by  scholars. 

Revision* 

From  the  nature  of  the  case,  every  missionary  version 
must  needs  be  tentative  :  it  demands  watchful  correction 
and  re-correction  as  years  go  by.  And  so  the  perfecting 
of  earlier  versions  never  ceases.  We  note  with  peculiar 
thankfulness  that  in  many  countries  members  of  the 
missionary  Church  are  now  taking  a  far  greater  share 
in  providing  and  improving  versions  of  Scripture.  In 
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these  tasks  the  share  of  foreigners  must  steadily  decrease, 
as  the  ideal  result  is  approached.  Four  times  recently 
the  leading  place  in  some  important  translation  or 
revision  has  been  assigned — at  the  request  of  his 
European  colleagues — to  a  man  who  speaks  the 
language  in  question  as  his  mother-tongue. 

The  revision  of  the  Hindi  New  Testament  has  just 
been  finished.  The  revision  of  the  Bulgarian  Bible, 
which  was  commenced  before  the  war,  is  also  now 
complete,  and  its  printing  has  already  been  taken  in 
hand  at  Sofia. 

In  the  autumn  of  1920  the  Bishop  of  Zanzibar  paid 
a  visit  to  the  London  Bible  House,  when  he  expressed 
the  gratitude  of  the  Universities'  Mission  for  the  help 
that  it  has  received  from  our  Society,  and  arranged 
for  the  publication  of  a  revised  edition  of  the  New 
Testament  in  the  Zanzibar  dialect  of  Swahili.  This 
revision  has  been  prepared  by  Archdeacon  Dale,  of  the 
Universities'  Mission  to  Central  Africa,  and  the  Bishop 
himself,  with  an  African  colleague.  The  emendations 
made  are  merely  verbal  changes,  based  on  an  improved 
knowledge  of  the  language.  Our  Society  has  promptly 
printed  an  edition  of  the  Zanzibar  Swahili  New 
Testament  in  this  revised  form. 

The  Alphabets  of  the  World. 

Men  of  different  races  have  learned  to  write  in  many 
different  alphabets.  Moreover,  the  Society  sometimes 
finds  that  it  must  print  the  same  version  in  more  than 
one  script  to  suit  a  variety  of  readers.  Thus,  for 
example,  the  Osmanli  Turkish  Bible  had  to  be  pub 
lished  not  only  in  Arabic  characters,  but  in  Greek 
and  in  Armenian  characters  as  well.  Altogether  the 
Society  has  to  employ  more  than  sixty  separate  forms 
of  character,  as  unlike  one  another  as  the  ideograms 
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of  China,  the  ancient  alphabets  of  Syria  and  India, 
the  Slavonic  letters  of  South-East  Europe,  the  syllabic 
scripts  devised  for  Red  Indian  and  Eskimo  tongues. 

In  Russia  the  Bolshevists,  amid  their  terrible  crimes, 
have  brought  about  certain  useful  changes.  For  one 
thing,  they  have  reformed  the  Russian  Calendar,  which 
now  at  length  keeps  time  with  Western  Europe.  They 
have  also  introduced  improvements  into  Russian  ortho 
graphy,  such  as  enlightened  scholars  in  that  country 
had  been  advocating  for  many  years.  The  Russian 
alphabet  contained  thirty-six  letters ;  but  the  Bol 
shevists  have  now  abolished  four  letters,  reducing  the 
alphabet  to  thirty-two ;  and  they  have  made  corre 
sponding  modifications  in  the  official  orthography, 
which  is  employed  in  all  printed  announcements  by  the 
Soviet  Government,  as  well  as  in  the  primers  and  text 
books  authorized  for  use  in  Government  schools.  It 
has  been  decreed  that  every  Russian  must  learn  to  read 
and  write,  and  multitudes  are  learning  to  read  by  the 
new  orthography — which,  moreover,  has  been  adopted 
in  the  anti- Christian  literature  now  so  widely  circulated 
in  Russia.  The  Patriarch  Typhon,  and  other  leaders 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  are  agreed  that  only 
the  widest  dissemination  of  pure  Christian  teaching 
can  counteract  the  evil  effects  of  this  propaganda  ; 
and  they  consider  that  it  js  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  print  forthwith  one  of  the  Gospels — they  suggest 
St.  John's  Gospel — in  this  new  orthography,  for  cir 
culation  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  At  the 
request  of  these  distinguished  ecclesiastics  our  Society 
is  printing  an  edition  of  St.  John's  Gospel  in  Russian 
in  the  new  orthography. 

In  China  there  is  now  a  notable  and  promising  effort, 
under  official  sanction,  to  introduce  a  simplified  phonetic 
script,  by  means  of  which  it  would  become  easy 
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for  the  mass  of  illiterate  Chinese  to  learn  to  read  their 
own  language.  Experiments  are  being  made  with  two 
varieties  of  this  phonetic  script,  in  both  of  which  our 
Society  has  printed  parts  of  the  Mandarin  version  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  last  year  more  than  92,000 
copies  of  these  books  were  sold  in  China. 

A  revised  edition  of  The  Gospel  in  Many  Tongues, 
prepared  by  Dr.  Kilgour,  has  just  appeared.  The 
previous  edition,  prepared  in  1912  by  the  Rev.  John 
Sharp,  included  432  languages.  This  new  edition 
includes  a  specimen  text  of  versions  in  543  different 
languages — in  which  at  least  some  part  of  Holy 
Scripture  has  been  published  or  circulated  by  the 
Bible  Society.  More  than  160  of  these  versions  have 
keen  issued  since  the  present  century  began. 

The  Society's  Editorial  Department  has  information 
in  regard  to  about  forty  more  languages  and  dialects, 
into  which  the  Gospel  is  now  in  process  of  being  trans 
lated  for  the  first  time. 

The  Bible  House  Library  is  dedicated  exclusively 
to  one  Book.  The  shelves  which  line  its  walls  contain 
over  15,000  volumes,  which  represent  the  Bible  or 
portions  of  the  Bible  in  more  than  700  different 
languages  and  dialects.  This  collection  is  in  many 
respects  the  completest  in  the  world.  Even  to  the 
thoughtless  visitor  such  a  library  speaks  with  arrest 
ing  and  inspiring  voices.  For  it  embalms  the  life 
long  toil  of  multitudes  of  translators  and  revisers 
in  all  lands.  It  represents  the  trophies  and  triumphs 
of  Christian  missions  among  all  nations.  It  bears 
solemn,  silent  witness  to  the  victorious  vitality  of  the 
record  and  revelation  of  God. 
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AMONG  the  causes  of  conflict  on  earth,  few  have  been 
more  potent  than  rivalry  and  jealousy  between  nations. 
To-day  many  voices  are  warning  us  that  nationalism 
has  grown  too  intense,  too  exclusive,  too  arrogant, 
until  by  its  self-assertion  it  provokes  bitter  hostility. 
Christians  at  least  must  recognize  the  truth  in  Elizabeth 
Barrett  Browning's  protest,  written  sixty  years  ago  : 
"  If  patriotism  be  a  virtue  indeed,  it  cannot  mean  an 
exclusive  devotion  to  our  own  country's  interests, — 
for  that  is  only  another  form  of  devotion  to  personal 
interests,  family  interests,  or  provincial  interests,  all  of 
which,  if  not  driven  past  themselves,  are  vulgar  and 
immoral  objects.  ...  If  the  man  who  does  not  look 
beyond  this  natural  life  is  of  a  somewhat  narrow 
order,  what  must  be  the  man  who  does  not  look 
beyond  his  own  frontier  or  his  own  sea  ?  "  To  admit 
this,  however,  is  by  no  means  to  deny  that  the  life 
of  a  nation  is  a  sacred  thing,  or  that  the  defence  of 
its  freedom  and  its  law  is  a  sacred  duty.  Nay,  the  very 
word  - "  international  "  recognizes  the  distinctness  of 
the  bodies  which  hold  fellowship  with  each  other ; 
it  excludes  that  evil  imperialism  in  which  nations 
are  obliterated  and  lost. 

Sober-minded  thinkers,  who  dislike  sentimental  rhe 
toric,  grow  chary  of  using  epithets  like  "  international  " 
and  "  cosmopolitan."  For  those  terms  are  too  often 
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employed  in  a  loose  slipshod  fashion.  For  example, 
a  treaty  will  be  called  international,  although  the  high 
contracting  parties  made  their  covenant  over  the 
heads  of  half-civilized  races  whom  the  treaty  vitally 
affects.  So  again  commerce  is  said  to  be  cosmopolitan, 
whereas  a  trader  will  never  trouble  to  have  dealings 
with  barbarous  folk  who  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  his 
wares.  Probably  there  is  no  class  of  persons  who 
so  well  deserve  to  be  called  international  and  cosmopoli 
tan  as  Christian  missionaries.  They,  and  they  alone, 
go  out  into  all  the  world  with  a  common  concern  for 
every  kindred  and  tribe,  and  with  a  message  which 
belongs  equally  to  each  human  creature. 

Ecce  convertimur  ad  gentes. 

When  we  claim  the  Bible  as  the  charter  of  Christian 
missions,  we  do  not  base  that  claim  on  certain  definite 
commands  and  promises  of  Scripture.  We  imply 
rather — as  Bishop  Gore  has  expressed  it — that  there 
is  nothing  more  integral  to  the  New  Testament  than 
the  doctrine  that  every  race  of  mankind  must  be 
brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Gospel.  That  Gospel 
lives  and  moves  and  has  its  being  in  propaganda : 
whenever  it  stagnates  into  tradition,  forthwith  it  cor 
rupts  and  decays.  This  instinct  of  a  universal  mission 
belongs  to  the  very  genius  of  our  faith.  Christianity 
by  its  nature  transcends  national  limits.  The  Church 
of  Christ  confesses  that  it  must  needs  be  catholic 
and  apostolic  :  but  apostolic  cannot  mean  less  than 
missionary,  and  catholic  means,  at  any  rate,  unfettered 
by  frontiers. 

The  Bible  Society  exists  to  carry  out  a  single  definite 
branch  of  Christian  propaganda.  It  has  one  sole  object 
— to  secure  that  in  all  countries  every  man  who  can 
read  shall  be  able  to  obtain  God's  message  to  him, 
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printed  without  note  or  comment  in  his  own  tongue. 
Now  for  such  a  purpose  it  is  not  sufficient  merely  to 
publish  the  New  Testament  in  the  languages  of  the 
world.  We  must  also  provide  that  these  books  shall 
be  accessible  to  the  people  who  need  them.  The  Bible 
Society  has  become  recognized  as  the  principal  source 
for  supplying  cheap  editions  of  the  vernacular  Scriptures 
in  nearly  every  land.  Outside  England  it  maintains 
depots  in  more  than  a  hundred  of  the  chief  centres 
of  population  and  traffic.  On  the  work  of  its  secre 
taries  and  superintendents  and  colporteurs  abroad  we 
can  say  with  literal  truth  that  the  sun  never  sets. 
Everywhere  they  are  putting  one  Book  into  the  hands 
of  common  people.  And  as  men  study  and  obey  that 
Book  their  souls  become  inoculated  with  the  heavenly 
microbe  of  good  will. 

The  Bible  Society,  like  the  Gospel  it  circulates, 
takes  no  account  of  political  or  national  divisions. 
To  illustrate  the  Society's  spirit  we  may  mention 
that  it  has  at  present  in  charge  of  its  work  a  Frenchman 
at  Paris,  a  Spaniard  at  Madrid,  an  Italian  at  Rome, 
a  German  at  Berlin,  a  Hungarian  at  Budapest,  a  Pole 
at  Warsaw,  a  Czech  at  Prague,  a  Bulgarian  at  Ruschuk, 
a  Serbian  at  Belgrade,  a  Greek  at  Athens,  an  Albanian 
at  Monastir,  a  Frenchman  at  Algiers,  and  a  Dutchman 
at  Cape  Town. 

Of  the  8,656,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  which  the 
Society  sent  out  in  1920-21,  we  note  that  nearly  10 
per  cent,  were  in  English  or  Welsh,  to  be  read  as  a  rule 
within  the  British  Empire.  In  our  circulation  abroad, 
certain  results  are  instructive.  For  instance,  315,000 
books  were  sold  in  South  America,  and  nearly  700,000 
books  in  Japan  and  Korea.  Amid  the  vast  ferment  of 
new  ideas  in  India,  the  Gospel  is  being  read  there  more 
widely  than  ever.  For  India  and  Ceylon  together,  our 
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distribution  last  year  reached  the  record  total  of 
1,725,000  copies — over  half  a  million  more  than  in 
the  year  before  the  war.  Although  civil  conflict, 
brigandage,  and  famine  have  been  desolating  whole 
provinces  of  China,  we  sold  last  year  over  3,000,000 
books — mainly  Gospels — in  that  ancient  and  populous 
land. 

In  Europe. 

During  the  past  year  comprehensive  measures  were 
taken  towards  restoring  the  Society's  organization 
which  had  been  dislocated  and  shattered  by  the  war, 
especially  in  Central  Europe.  Bible  work  has  been 
put  upon  a  fresh  footing  in  the  newly  established 
Republics  which  now  extend  from  the  Baltic  to  the 
Mediterranean.  We  can  give  only  a  few  details  to 
illustrate  what  this  has  involved. 

For  Finland  18,000  books  went  out  from  our  depot  at 
Ilelsingfors,  while  36,000  Finnish  Bibles  and  Testaments  were 
reprinted.  For  Esthonia,  where  we  have  a  depot  at  Dorpat,  we 
printed  5,000  Bibles,  while  15,000  Esthonian  Testaments  are  in 
the  press.  For  Latvia,  where  we  have  a  depot  at  Riga,  44,000 
Lettish  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  published. 

Certain  Letts  recently  brought  back  to  the  depot  in  Riga 
copies  of  the  Lettish  Bible  which  they  had  purchased,  because 
the  books  were  bound  with  red  edges  :  they  strongly  objected 
to  this  colour  as  symbolic  of  the  Red  Terror.  In  the  same 
city  an  Evangelical  pastor  made  the  following  confession  to  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Rushbrooke,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Baptist  Union  : 
"  We  are  hungry,  we  are  poor,  but  our  deepest  hunger  is  for  the 
Word  of  God." 

For  Poland  large  new  Polish  editions  have  come  from  the 
press,  and  a  depot  is  opened  at  Warsaw.  For  Hungary  much- 
needed  editions  have  been  reprinted,  including  11,000  Magyar 
Bibles,  while  12,000  more  Bibles  are  in  the  press.  In  Jugo 
slavia — the  new  kingdom  of  the  Serbs,  Croats  and  Slovenes — 
and  in  Rumania,  diiliculties  of  transport  proved  almost  insuper. 

19 


GOOD  WILL  TOWARD  MEN 

able  ;  but  our  depots  at  Belgrade  and  Bucharest  drew  supplies 
from  London  by  book-post,  while  we  have  in  the  press  17,000 
Bibles  and  50,000  Testaments  in  Rumanian. 

For  Czecho- Slovakia  16,000  Bibles  and  as  many  New  Testa 
ments  were  reprinted  in  Bohemian,  while  53,000  more  books  are 
in  the  press  to  meet  the  demand,  and  a  new  depot  is  opened  at 
Prague.  In  parts  of  Czecho-Slovakia,  and  notably  in  Bohemia, 
a  remarkable  movement  of  reform  is  reported  within  the  Roman 
Church,  which  embraces  priests  and  people  alike.  In  many 
places  Mass  is  being  said  and  the  Scriptures  read  publicly  in  the 
vernacular,  priests  are  permitted  to  marry,  while  there  appears 
to  be  a  marked  tendency  to  withdraw  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Pope  and  form  a  national  Church.  According  to  the  Berlin 
special  correspondent  of  the  Observer  of  April  24th,  1921,  two 
millions  of  people  and  over  two  hundred  priests  have  seceded. 
There  is  an  extraordinary  demand  for  the  Scriptures — par 
ticularly  by  these  Catholics  recently  separated  from  Rome,  and 
by  the  new  Church — known  as  the  "  United  Evangelical  Church 
of  Brethren  " — which  now  embraces  the  Reformed  and  the 
Lutheran  Communions  in  Bohemia. 

From  Prague,  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Collyer,  of  the  American  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  testifies  to  the  hunger  for  the  Scriptures  in 
Czecho-Slovakia.  He  would  take  10,000  more  Bohemian  Bibles 
if  he  could  obtain  them.  At  the  "National  Church  Congress," 
held  in  Prague  during  the  first  week  of  February,  1921,  1,700 
Bibles  and  Testaments  were  sold. 

In  Greece  the  door  has  stood  wide  open  to  the  Society's  col 
porteurs,  who  everywhere  receive  cordial  welcome  from  the 
common  people.  At  the  beginning  of  1920  our  depot  at  Athens 
was  unknown  to  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  during 
the  year  the  priests  told  their  parishioners  and  school-teachers 
told  their  pupils  where  the  depot  stood,  and  recommended  them 
to  buy  the  cheap  but  well-bound  books  found  therein.  It  was  a 
new  sight  to  see  crowds  of  priests,  men,  women,  and  children 
coming  to  buy  the  Word  of  God  and  to  hear  them  blessing  our 
Society.  Bible  work  in  Greece  was  never  more  needed  than  it 
is  to-day — in  face  of  the  growth  of  infidelity,  immorality,  and 
pernicious  literature.  The  bookshops  are  full  of  sensual  novels, 
which  people  read  to  their  ruin.  But  we  can  rejoice  in  the  results 
accomplished  under  God's  blessing  through  the  circulation  and 
study  of  His  Word. 
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For  Russia. 

Behind  those  barriers  which  screen  Russia  from  the 
outside  world,  we  know  there  lies  an  immense  popula 
tion,  broken  and  bankrupt,  in  misery  and  anarchy 
and  hunger.  But  their  most  tragic  need  of  all  is  for 
that  Word  of  God  which  is  the  bread  of  the  soul. 
To-day  there  is  hardly  a  Bible  to  be  obtained  from 
one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other. 

The  Bible  Society  began  work  in  Russia  more  than 
a  century  ago.  In  1874  it  printed  the  earliest  complete 
Russian  Bible.  It  has  put  more  than  20,000,000 
copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  into  Russian  hands. 
Down  to  the  revolution  it  was  favoured  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  worked  in  harmony  with  the  bishops 
and  priests  of  the  Orthodox  Church,  who  consistently 
encourage  their  people  to  read  the  Bible. 

Soviet  Russia  remains  barred  against  imports  of 
the  Scriptures.  Affer  long  silence,  word  comes  from 
Petrograd  that  a  staunch  veteran  servant  of  the  Society 
has  kept  our  depot  still  open  in  that  city,  though  its 
shelves  are  almost  empty.  Echoes  reach  us  of  a 
spiritual  awakening  in  Russia,  where  Orthodox  bishops 
and  Evangelical  believers  appeal  earnestly  for  huge 
new  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  Russian  and  also  in 
Ruthenian.  Our  Society  has  just  printed  in  Finland 
80,000  copies  of  the  Russian  New  Testament  and 
Psalms,  at  a  cost  of  over  £3,000,  in  the  hope  that  a  door 
may  speedily  open  for  their  entrance  into  Russia. 
In  Siberia  we  have  now  only  one  depot  left — at  Chita, 
on  the  trans-Siberian  railway,  east  of  Lake  Baikal ; 
to  this,  more  than  one  large  consignment  of  books 
has  been  sent  out  via  Vladivostock. 

Early  in  May,  1921,  a  White  Paper  (Cmd.  1,240)  issued  by  the 
British  Government,  gave  the  report  (dated  February  25th)  of 

21 


GOOD  WILL    TOWARD   MEN 

the  Committee  appointed  in  May,  1920,  with  Lord  Emmott  as 
chairman,  to  collect  information  on  Russia.  From  this  careful 
document  \ve  may  quote  a  few  terrible  sentences  : — 

"  No  parallel  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world  for 
such  conditions  as  exist  now  in  Russia.  .  .  .  The  practical  efforts 
of  Bolshevism  up  to  the  present  time,  so  far  as  they  affect  pro 
duction,  have  been  a  disastrous  failure.  .  .  .  We  know  of  no 
similar  instance  of  an  industrial  collapse  so  complete,  so  sudden, 
and  so  far-reaching.  .  .  .  We  doubt  whether  so  much  human 
misery  as  has  existed  in  Russia  during  the  last  three  years  has 
ever  been  the  lot  of  any  people  within  so  short  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  modern  world." 

'Friends  of  Russia,  and  friends  of  the  Bible,  can  join 
in  the  effort  to  place  the  Scriptures  within  reach  of 
the  Russian  poor,  and  can  thus  help  to  establish  there, 
amid  social  ruins,  that  spiritual  city  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God. 

At  Port  Said. 

Port  Said,  which,  including  Ismailia,  has  a  popula 
tion  of  over  90,000,  is  perhaps  the  most  cosmopolitan 
seaport  in  the  world.  From  the  ships  and  the  house 
tops  flags  of  all  nations  are  flying,  in  the  shops  all 
languages  are  spoken,  and  coins  circulate  from  all 
manner  of  mints.  One  collection  taken  in  the  local 
church  at  Port  Said  included  an  English  penny,  an 
Australian  sixpence,  an  Italian  soldo,  a  French  franc, 
an  Indian  quarter-rupee  piece,  a  Turkish  40-paras,  a 
Greek  10-lepta,  a  Belgian  half-franc,  a  Tunisian  10- 
centimes,  a  Dutch  quarter -guilder,  a  9-piastre  piece 
from  Cyprus,  an  American  dime,  a  20-cent  piece  from 
Ceylon,  with  copper  coins  from  China  and  Brazil. 

The  Bible  House  at  this  strategic  centre  is  the 
headquarters  of  the  Society's  Egyptian  agency.  It 
stocks  editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  no  fewer  than  80 
languages.  Sales  from  the  depot  on  one  day  of  1920 


WHATEVER  THEIR  COUNTRY 

included  books  in  Arabic,  English,  French,  German, 
Greek,  Italian,  Japanese,  Latin,  Polish,  Russian,  and 
Spanish.  From  this  base  over  100,000  books  were  sent 
out  last  year  into  Egypt,  the  Sudan,  Abyssinia,  Arabia, 
Palestine,  Syria,  and  Cyprus. 

For  their  operations  in  the  above-named  countries, 
the  following  fifteen  Missions  have  been  supplied  with 
the  Scriptures  from  Port  Said  : — 

The  American  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Reformed  Presby 
terian  Mission,  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Mission,  the  United 
Free  Church  of  Scotland  Mission,  the  Danish  Reformed  Lutheran 
Mission,  the  London  Jews'  Society,  the  English  Presbyterian  Mis 
sion,  the  North  Africa  Mission,  the  Church  of  Scotland  Jewish 
Mission  and  Schools,  the  Egypt  General  Mission,  the  Peniel 
Mission,  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission,  the  Waldensian  Mission,  and 
the  Friends'  Foreign  Mission  Association. 

At  Jerusalem,  owing  to  political  and  legal  difficulties, 
it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  obtain  a  fitting  site  for 
our  new  Bible  House,  towards  the  cost  of  which  gifts 
amounting  to  over  £4,000  are  already  in  hand.  At 
Bagdad  a  site  is  purchased,  and  special  gifts  for  building 
a  Bible  House  have  come  from  India.  In  New  Zealand 
our  friends  have  opened  at  Wellington  a  central  Bible 
House  for  the  Dominion.  On  the  Amazon  the  original 
scheme  for  a  colportage  boat  has  been  thwarted,  and 
our  work  must  proceed  on  modified  lines. 

For  Christian  Missions* 

The  Library  of  the  Society  in  London  is  a  symbol  and 
a  register  of  the  conquests  of  Christian  faith.  To  issue 
the  Gospel  in  some  fresh  tongue  about  once  in  each 
five  weeks  throughout  the  year  is  remarkable  as  a 
philological  feat.  It  also  exemplifies  the  ceaseless 
service  which  our  Society  is  privileged  to  render  to  the 
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foreign  missions  of  every  Reformed  Communion.  The 
Society  has  never  refused  to  publish  a  duly  authenti 
cated  version  of  Scripture  in  any  new  form  of  speech. 
It  prints  the  editions  which  the  missionaries  need 
in  the  form  and  style  which  they  prefer ;  it  sends  the 
books  out  to  remote  stations  ;  and  it  does  this  on  such 
terms  that,  as  a  rule,  no  part  of  the  cost  falls  on  the 
exchequer  of  the  mission  which  receives  and  distri 
butes  the  books. 

The  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  shivering  in  a  Roman 
prison  during  his  last  confinement,  wrote  to  his  son 
Timothy,  begging  him  to  bring  the  warm  cloak  that 
he  had  left  behind  :  but  he  longed  yet  more  for  the 
books  and  parchments.  "  Bring  the  books  "  is  a  call 
which  still  comes  everywhere  from  the  mission  field 
to-day.  Christ's  modern  apostles  and  pioneers  bear 
witness  that  they  need  above  all  else  the  New  Testament 
in  men's  common  speech.  We  cite  a  few  out  of  many 
fresh  testimonies  received  this  last  year. 

A  missionary  in  North  India  describes  the  pleasure 
with  which  a  Tibetan  at  Mussoorie  received  a  Gospel 
printed  in  his  native  language  ;  he  opened  it  at  once, 
but  "  his  reading  of  the  early  verses  was  interrupted 
by  a  constant  glad  little  laugh  that  here  was  a  book 
in  his  own  tongue."  A  missionary  in  Korea  testifies 
that  "  without  the  Bible  Society,  missions  could  have 
attained  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  success  which  has 
crowned  their  labours."  A  missionary  in  Peru  con 
fesses,  "  We  don't  know  what  we  should  do  without 
the  Bible  Society." 

The  first  edition  of  the  New  Testament  in  Kamba 
was  printed  last  autumn  for  a  tribe  in  Kenya  Colony, 
East  Africa.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Rhoad,  of  the  Africa 
Inland  Mission  at  Mboni,  wrote  on  January  26th, 
1921: 
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"  We  received  the  consignment  the  week  before  Christmas, 
so  I  had  the  literal  fulfilment  of  my  heart's  longing  to  give  the 
Word  of  God  to  the  tribe  as  my  Christmas  gift.  In  the  language 
of  one  who  was  overjoyed  at  its  receipt,  *  nothing  as  good  ever 
came  to  Ukamba.'  To  hear  the  rustle  of  leaves  in  chapel  on 
Christmas  morning,  as  for  the  first  time  my  dusky  congregation 
followed  me  in  the  message,  was  the  sweetest  music,  and  com 
pensated  for  all  the  headaches  and  heartaches  in  bringing  it 
forth.  To  see  the  native  converts  feeding  upon  it  from  day  to  day 
is  heartening  indeed,  and  from  our  souls  we  praise  God  and  take 
courage,  for  it  will  prove  the  power  of  God  here  as  elsewhere." 

A  thoughtful  Hindu,  who  did  not  call  himself  a 
Christian,  once  declared :  "  If  I  were  a  missionary, 
I  would  not  argue ;  I  would  give  people  the  New 
Testament  and  say  Read  that."  And  the  Book  can 
penetrate  where  the  preacher  is  shut  out.  In  North 
India  two  of  our  colporteurs  are  stationed  near  Berenag, 
on  the  Government  road  into  Nepal  and  Tibet — closed 
lands,  where  no  missionary  may  settle.  But  at  this 
strategic  spot  in  the  Himalayas,  Gospels  in  Tibetan 
and  Nepali  are  sold  in  large  numbers  to  traders  and 
others  on  their  way  to  and  from  their  own  countries. 
The  missionary  who  supervises  our  colporteurs  reports 
that  Tibetans  often  tell  him  how,  far  away  up  in  Tibet, 
Buddhist  priests  gather  people  round  them  in  the 
long  summer  twilights  and  read  aloud  to  them  from 
the  New  Testament. 

Nationalism  in  the  Mission  Field. 

The  common  impulse  towards  self-determination 
is  making  itself  felt  powerfully  in  many  parts  of  the 
mission  field.  In  India,  for  example,  many  ardent 
nationalists  show  a  blind  hatred  towards  everything 
that  is  foreign.  Christianity  is  looked  at  as  an  alien 
creed,  associated  with  European  rulers,  and  comes 
in  for  its  share  of  abuse  from  advanced  young  patriots 

25 


GOOD  WILL  TOWARD   MEN 

of  Indian  cities.  In  Burma  the  Gospel  is  treated  as 
anti-Buddhist  and  anti-Burmese,  and  any  Burman  who 
embraces  it  appears  like  a  traitor  to  his  country's  cause. 
Moreover  in  countries  like  China  and  Japan  and  South 
Africa,  as  well  as  India,  Christian  converts  who  belong 
to  the  soil  are  growing  more  and  more  impatient  of 
foreign  direction  and  control.  Hitherto  Christian 
Churches  among  men  of  colour  have  been  generally 
dominated  by  white  missionaries.  They  were  founded 
by  Europeans,  who  have  remained  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
But  there  are  signs  on  all  sides  of  a  movement  to  escape 
from  such  control.  We  see  this  among  the  coloured 
folk  in  the  United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  and  it 
has  found  expression  in  the  Ethiopian  movement  in 
South  Africa.  In  Uganda  the  Synod,  which  is  largely 
composed  of  native  clergy,  recently  refused  to  be  in 
corporated  in  an  East  African  Province  of  the  Anglican 
Church.  In  China,  the  Chinese  Christians  are  claiming 
a  far  larger  share  of  recognition,  representation  and 
leadership.  The  China  Missionary  Conference  held 
fourteen  years  ago  did  not  contain  a  single  Chinese 
delegate  :  the  Conference  which  is  to  meet  next  year 
at  Shanghai  will  contain  Chinese  delegates  in  numbers 
at  least  equal  to  the  foreign  missionaries  present.  Some 
of  us  may  live  to  see  a  Chinese  apostle,  under  Chinese 
direction  and  with  Chinese  support,  going  forth  to  set 
his  faith  above  all  others  in  China. 

The  prospect,  no  doubt,  includes  real  elements  of 
spiritual  danger.  It  opens  the  door  to  the  possibility 
of  indigenous  Churches  which  in  their  discipline  and 
perhaps  in  their  doctrine  may  be  unlike  anything  we 
know  at  present.  Whenever  a  missionary  Church  ceases 
to  be  exotic  and  really  takes  root  in  the  soil,  it  will 
naturally  develop  national  variations  of  its  own. 
But  the  inspired  charter  and  standard  of  Christian 
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faith  is  after  all  super-national.  For  the  spiritual 
future  of  the  world,  it  becomes  more  than  ever  vital 
that  each  missionary  Church  should  be  rooted  and 
grounded  in  the  Word  of  God. 

For  Missions  in  West  Africa, 

The  Bible  Society  supplies  practically  all  the  editions 
of  the  Scriptures  that  are  used  by  Protestant  Missions 
in  West  Africa,  from  the  Gambia  down  to  the  Congo. 
During  the  year  1920,  nearly  87,000  copies  of  the 
Scriptures  (including  54,488  complete  Bibles),  in  27 
different  languages,  were  sent  out  from  London  to 
West  Africa.  Among  these  were  19,000  Ibo  Bibles 
and  23,000  Yoruba  Bibles.  We  can  only  quote  two 
or  three  illustrations  of  how  these  books  are  read 
and  studied. 

Bishop  Melville  Jones,  of  Lagos,  writes  in  April,  1921,  that  the 
C.M.S.  Yoruba  Mission  alone  received  4,600  converts  by  baptism 
during  1919.  "  The  whole  territory  has  been  opened  up  to  trade 
and  commerce.  Taking  advantage  of  these  changed  condi 
tions  a  man  leaves  his  home  (say),  a  heathen  village  in  the  far 
interior,  comes  down  to  Lagos  or  Ibadan,  or  some  other  place 
near  the  coast,  to  sell  his  palm  oil,  his  cotton  or  the  like,  or  per 
haps  to  work  as  a  labourer  for  some  trading  firm.  While  there 
he  goes  to  church,  and  later  on  is  baptized.  After  a  time  he 
returns  to  his  heathen  village,  carrying  with  him  his  Yoruba 
Bible  and  Prayer  Book  ;  the  young  men  gather  round  him,  and 
he  begins  to  teach  them  what  he  has  learnt  of  the  new  religion. 
Then  they  build  a  small  church.  It  is  a  simple  building — clay 
walls,  with  holes  for  windows,  and  a  roof  made  of  bamboos 
and  thatched  with  leaves  or  grass — but  in  this  primitive  church 
the  band  of  inquirers  meet  morning  and  evening  for  the  worship 
of  God.  When  next  the  missionary  visits  that  neighbourhood 
he  is  met  by  a  body  of  young  men  who  have  given  up  worship 
ping  idols,  know  the  Creed  and  chief  parts  of  the  Catechism, 
are  learning  to  read,  slowly  and  with  difficulty,  the  Word  of 
God,  and  are  eager  to  be  baptized.  This  kind  of  thing  is 
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happening  all  through  the  pagan  areas  in  the  Southern  Provinces 
of  Nigeria." 

New  congregations  are  springing  up  so  rapidly  in  the  Igabo 
district  that  C.M.S.  missionaries  find  themselves  obliged  to  give 
almost  their  whole  time  to  itinerating,  even  when  it  means 
travelling  in  the  rainy  season  and  crossing  floods.  The  Rev. 
J.  D.  Aitken,  of  Patani,  is  responsible  for  seventy  churches  in 
the  Igabo  district,  some  with  1,200  regular  attendants,  not  one 
of  which  has  a  regular  resident  teacher.  The  young  evangelists 
who  visit  these  villages  have  taught  more  than  3,000  people 
to  read,  all  of  whom  have  bought  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  published 
by  the  B.F.B.S.  in  1919.  Now  it  is  imperative  to  translate 
the  other  Gospels  into  Igabo.  Last  year  Mr.  Aitken  remitted 
to  the  Bible  House,  London,  £50  as  the  proceeds  of  sales  of 
St.  Mark  in  Igabo. 

The  Mongo  language  with  its  various  dialects  is  spoken  by 
numerous  tribesmen  known  as  Lo-mongo,  Ba-lolo,  or  Ba-nkundu, 
scattered  over  a  very  wide  area  in  that  western  part  of  Belgian 
Congo  which  lies  nearly  under  the  Equator.  Nearly  thirty  years 
ago  our  Society  began  to  publish  the  Scriptures  in  this  tongue 
for  agents  of  the  Congo  Balolo  Mission.  In  1908  the  Mongo  New 
Testament  appeared,  translated  mainly  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Ruskin,  and  printed  for  our  Society  at  the  Congo  Balolo  Mission 
Press,  Bongandanga,  Upper  Congo.  Recently,  this  translation 
has  been  revised  so  as  to  become  available  for  use  also  among 
those  who  speak  the  Nkundu  dialect.  In  this  Union  Mongo- 
Nkundu  version  our  Society  has  just  printed  in  England  a  large 
edition  of  20,000  New  Testaments  and  3,500  copies  of  the  Four 
Gospels  and  Acts.  Of  these  books  13,000  New  Testaments  and 
1,500  Gospels  and  Acts  have  been  sent  to  the  Congo  Balolo 
Mission  Press  at  Bongandanga,  and  6,000  New  Testaments  and 
2,000  Gospels  and  Acts  to  the  Disciples  of  Christ  Congo  Mission 
at  Bolenge — both  in  Belgian  Congo.  From  Bongandanga,  Mrs. 
Ruskin  wrote  on  April  7th,  1921,  to  acknowledge  £328  sent  by  our 
Society  to  defray  the  expenses  of  publishing  tentative  versions 
of  certain  books  of  Scripture  in  Mongo  and  in  Ngandu  :  "  Our 
most  sincere  thanks  for  this  assistance  in  giving  to  the  natives 
of  this  great  region  the  Word  of  God.  This,  added  to  all  the 
help  you  have  given  us  in  the  past,  lays  us  under  a  debt  of  grati 
tude  which  we  can  never  repay — but  we  know  that  our  Lord 
and  Master  will  do  so." 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Wilkinson,  of  the  Congo  Balolo  Mission, 
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Lolanga,  writes  :  "At  our  Conference  of  missionaries  of  the 
Congo  Balolo  Mission  held  at  Ikau,  I  was  requested  to  convey 
to  the  Bible  Society  our  heartiest  thanks  as  a  mission  for  all 
the  help  we  have  received  in  the  past  in  the  publication  of  the 
various  portions  of  Scripture  for  use  in  our  different  districts. 
To-day,  with  an  increasing  number  of  out-schools  where  the 
children  and  young  people  are  learning  to  read,  we  are  able  to 
place  the  Scriptures  in  the  hands  of  people  who  are  now  able  to 
read  for  themselves  or  of  younger  people  who  read  to  the  elder  ; 
and  we  unite  in  prayer  that  His  Word  '  may  have  free  course 
and  be  glorified.'  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  arrival 
of  the  edition  of  the  Mongo-Nkundu  New  Testament,  which  we 
trust  will  prove  a  mighty  blessing  to  our  people." 

Leavening  the  Masses  of  India. 

In  India  one  imperious  problem  is  the  education  of 
the  masses.  The  President  of  the  last  Indian  National 
Congress  said  :  "  About  94  per  cent,  of  the  population 
are  absolutely  illiterate,  while  only  less  than  4  per  cent, 
receive  any  kind  of  instruction  in  schools  and  colleges. 
We  have  to  provide  at  least  instruction  for  this  large 
percentage  of  from  94  to  96  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
nation." 

Hardly  less  urgent  is  the  problem  of  how  to  main 
tain  even  the  low  standard  of  literacy  which  exists. 
The  Report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  Village 
Education  in  India  shows  that  the  Bible  Society  is 
doing  a  very  important,  if  incidental,  service  by  sup 
plying  the  Scriptures  in  the  vernaculars  at  nominal 
rates  : — "  In  actual  experience  the  regular  use  of  the 
Bible  in  the  vernacular  is  a  pre-eminent  means  of 
maintaining  literacy.  The  Bible  may  be  the  single 
book  in  the  village  home,  and  whatever  encourages  its 
regular  use  makes  for  literacy — for  example,  the  dis 
tribution  of  suggested  daily  readings,  the  plan  of  having 
the  people  bring  their  Bibles  to  the  Sunday  services, 
and  the  use  of  responsive  readings.  As  a  result  of 
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planned   effort  in  this  direction,   children  have  taken 
their  Gospels  with  them  to  the  fields." 

The  significance  of  the  Bible  Society's  work  in  India 
is  emphasized  by  the  increasing  attention  which  is 
being  given  to  the  cause  of  education.  The  "  reading 
habit  "  is  developing  to  an  extent  undreamed  of  in 
the  past,  and  is  probably  not  sufficiently  realized  even 
by  close  observers  of  the  present  time.  Among  a 
people  developing  a  taste  for  reading  and  with  very 
little  literature  available  at  small  cost  the  Society 
has  a  great  opportunity.  One  lady  missionary  writes  : 
"  I  have  never  seen  the  people  more  ready  to  buy 
Gospels  than  they  are  now :  during  a  bathing 
festival  here  last  month  we  sold  about  1,500  books. 
Even  the  sadhus  in  the  temple  were  buying,  and 
we  had  some  of  our  best  meetings  in  the  temple 
court." 

In  districts  where  village  schools  have  been  established,  the 
boys  and  young  men  display  great  eagerness  to  purchase  the 
Bible  Society's  attractive  little  Gospels.  The  price  charged  being 
only  one  pice  ( =  Jd.)>  the  books  are  within  the  reach  of  all  who 
want  "  something  to  read."  A  Wesleyan  missionary  writes :  "  The 
spread  of  elementary  education  in  the  villages  has  given  us  a 
new  opportunity.  We  have  a  growing  number  of  children  in 
every  district  who  are  anxious  to  show  off  their  new-found  learn 
ing,  and  who  are  desirous  of  getting  interesting  books  to  read. 
.  .  .  There  are  no  newspapers  in  the  villages,  and  very  few  books 
of  any  kind  beyond  those  prescribed  by  the  school  authorities. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  find  the  village  lads  eager  to  buy 
our  Gospels  ?  One  pice  only,  and  a  boy  possesses  a  whole 
book  for  himself.  Occasionally  schoolmasters  hinder  this  work 
by  advising  the  boys  not  to  buy.  .  .  .  But  I  believe  that  the 
bulk  of  the  several  thousand  portions,  sold  by  our  catechists 
and  by  the  Bible  Society's  local  colporteur  are  read  and  so  able 
to  do  their  beneficent  work.  Such  work  is  as  bread  cast  upon 
the  waters.  It  seems,  however,  a  great  opportunity  for  leavening 
the  minds  of  the  young  with  Christian  truth.'* 
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The  missionary  who  travels  in  India  with  a  stock 
of  Gospels  in  the  vernacular  can  leave  these  to  speak 
their  message,  when  he  has  passed  on  his  way.  These 
written  Evangelists  never  grow  ill  or  weary,  they  wait 
patiently  till  they  are  wanted,  they  are  always  ready 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  when  they  are  opened, 
they  will  repeat  their  Divine  message  as  often  as  their 
readers  desire.  That  these  little  books  are  at  hand  is 
due  to  Indian  missionaries  and  to  the  Bible  Society 
acting,  as  they  always  do  and  always  have  done,  in 
cordial  co-operation.  Last  year  the  Society  sent  out 
nearly  1,650,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures  to  circulate 
in  India,  and  nine-tenths  of  these  were  Gospels.  Let 
us  thank  God  for  this  multitude  of  silent  Evangelists. 
Printed  Gospels  and  living  missionaries  combine  to 
form  two  wings  of  a  great  army. 

Missionaries  are  more  alive  than  ever  to  every  oppor 
tunity  of  putting  the  printed  Gospel  into  the  hands  of 
the  people  for  whose  spiritual  welfare  they  are  toiling. 
In  the  course  of  their  itinerant  preaching  they  usually 
carry  a  stock  of  the  Scriptures  for  sale.  Large  assemblies 
gathered  for  worship  or  for  traffic  are  made  occasions 
for  a  determined  effort  of  this  kind.  A  missionary 
writes  from  a  Telugu  district :  "  During  the  festival 
here  we  sold  nearly  800  Gospels.  My  wife  had  a  stall 
in  the  bazaar  and  spent  several  hours  a  day  there  for 
three  or  four  days,  with  the  result  that  the  books  sold 
as  never  before.  With  a  larger  assortment  we  might 
have  sold  even  more  Gospels,  as  there  were  a  good 
many  Kanarese  people  for  whom  we  had  not  thought 
to  provide."  ,. 

Our  unprecedented  circulation  in  India  has  been  materially 
increased  as  the  result  of  the  Scripture-selling  campaign  of  the 
American  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  missionaries  of  this 
Church  have  set  before  themselves  the  centenary  task  of  selling 
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a  million  Gospels  a  year  for  five  years  in  the  whole  of  India. 
The  past  twelve  months  has  seen  the  inauguration  of  their 
ambitious  scheme  ;  and  our  Society  is  doing  its  utmost  to 
co-operate  by  supplying  the  books  to  the  Mission  at  the  usual 
rate  of  one  pice  (=  £d.)  per  copy,  less  discount,  with  no  charge 
for  packing-cases  or  transport. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Pickett,  of  Arrah,  writes  :  "  Almost  every 
preacher  and  school-teacher  in  our  district  has  begun  to  sell 
Gospels.  One  day  last  week  two  school-teachers,  my  Indian 
pastor,  two  laymen  and  I  sold  138  Gospels  in  the  Arrah  bazaar 
in  forty-five  minutes.  Another  day,  on  the  railway  platform, 
two  Hindu  gentlemen  offered  to  help  me,  with  the  result 
that  I  sold  all  the  fifty  Gospels  I  had  in  about  five  minutes. 
Both  gentlemen  appeared  quite  familiar  with  the  Bible,  and  one 
of  them  told  the  crowd  that  he  reads  it  whenever  he  wants  help, 
as  he  finds  it  the  most  helpful  book  he  has  ever  read.  We  utilize 
our  school-boys  and  girls  during  their  holidays.  Each  child 
who  went  home  was  furnished  with  a  bundle  of  Gospels,  and 
hundreds  of  them  are  already  reported  as  sold.'* 

India  has  been  stirred  as  never  before  by  the  unrest 
common  to  so  many  nations.  There  has  been  an 
unhappy  growth  of  racial  distrust,  ill  will,  and  even 
hatred.  A  new  self -consciousness  has  appeared  among 
the  so-called  depressed  classes,  who  are  asserting  their 
claims  with  a  vehemence  hitherto  unknown.  Among 
Christian  workers,  however,  there  is  a  growing  feeling 
that  in  spite  of  the  present  unrest  multitudes  in  India 
are  ready  to  turn  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Specially  is 
this  the  case  in  the  great  "  mass  movement  "  areas. 
Doubtless  a  desire  to  ameliorate  their  hard  and  bitter 
lot  animates  many  ;  but  side  by  side  with  this,  there 
unquestionably  exists  in  the  hearts  of  multitudes  a 
true  desire  for  the  Gospel.  In  countless  instances  it 
is  real  soul  hunger  which  prompts  people  to  purchase 
the  Scriptures.  "  The  hunger  for  the  Word  of  God 
is  wonderful,"  writes  an  experienced  lady  missionary. 
"  I  wish  you  could  see  my  Ford  car  stopping  almost 
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anywhere,  in  village  or  jungle,  and  the  crowds  that 
surround  it  at  once,  and  the  chances  to  sell  Scriptures. 
Please  send  me  some  more  Urdu  Gospels." 

Confusion  in  China. 

The  political  situation  in  China  has  not  improved. 
Bewildering  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  personnel 
of  the  Government,  but  the  end  of  1920  saw  only  a 
feeble  and  bankrupt  administration  in  Peking,  a  number 
of  more  or  less  independent  military  governors  in  the 
provinces,  and  a  revolutionary  parliament  still  in 
existence  at  Canton.  Peace  and  unity  appear  as  far 
off  as  ever. 

So  far  as  one  can  see,  no  great  national  issue  is  now 
before  the  country,  yet  the  quarrels  or  ambitions  of 
military  commanders  and  provincial  authorities  keep 
under  arms  upwards  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  men. 
How  to  deal  with  these  soldiers,  to  provide  their  pay, 
to  keep  them  under  any  kind  of  discipline,  to  prevent 
them  from  deserting  and  joining  the  hordes  of  robbers 
that  infest  all  the  provinces,  is  an  ever-present  and 
most  pressing  problem  for  the  Government.  In  some 
parts  of  the  country  communications  have  been  wholly 
interrupted  ;  in  others  travelling  has  been  unsafe  and 
much  restricted  ;  in  all  there  have  been  brigandage 
and  robberies  on  a  large  scale.  Parts  of  five  northern 
provinces,  with  a  population  of  some  twenty-five 
million  souls,  have  been  and  still  are  in  the  grip  of 
one  of  the  direst  famines  that  China  has  ever  known. 
It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  many  of  our  reports 
tell  of  unusual  difficulties  and  record  a  diminished 
circulation. 

It  would,  however,  be  entirely  misleading  to  inter 
pret  the  mind  of  the  people  by  the  weakness  of  the 
Government,  the  corruption  of  officials,  or  the  deplor- 
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able  condition  of  the  provinces.  The  great  mass  of 
Chinese  are  weary  of  parties  and  intrigue  and  adminis 
trative  inefficiency ;  and  signs  are  not  wanting  of  move 
ments  that  indicate  real  aspirations  for  a  better  national 
and  social  life,  for  cleaner  politics,  and  for  a  new  and 
worthier  religion.  The  Christian  message  was  never 
more  carefully  and  critically  studied  by  thoughtful  men 
in  China,  and  the  Christian  Church  never  had  a  larger 
opportunity  or  a  more  responsible  position. 

Speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society  on  April  27th,  1921,  Sir  John  Jordan,  who  was  until  re 
cently  British  Minister  at  Peking,  declared  that  in  his  experi 
ence  of  forty  years  in  China  there  was  nothing  so  striking  as  the 
growth  of  missionary  work.  The  Chinese  do  now  recognize 
that  the  religion  which  makes  men  and  women  leave  their 
homes  and  lead  lives  of  self-sacrifice  is  deserving  of  respect. 
During  the  whole  of  the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  after,  mis 
sionaries  had  remained  at  far  inland  posts  unmolested. 

Sir  John  Jordan  records  that  in  Peking  itself  as  late  as  the 
year  1887  no  respectable  Chinese  would  be  seen  speaking  to 
a  foreigner  in  public.  It  was  a  curious  symbol  of  revolution 
when  the  late  Duke  Confucius,  who  claimed  to  be  the  seventy- 
sixth  in  direct  lineal  descent  from  the  Great  Sage,  rode  in  his 
own  motor-car. 

During  the  past  year  our  Society's  central  Bible 
House  at  Shanghai  received  from  the  press  the  enor 
mous  total  of  five  and  a  half  million  copies  of  the 
Scriptures.  Of  these,  four  and  three-quarter  millions 
were  in  the  Union  Mandarin  version,  while  not  much 
more  than  half  a  million  books  were  in  Wenli  versions. 
During  1920  three  million  volumes  were  actually  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  people.  Some  glimpses  of 
our  colporteurs  in  China  will  be  given  in  subsequent 
pages  of  this  Report.  But  the  above  figures  at  least 
illustrate  the  growing  impact  of  the  Gospel  upon  the 
oldest  civilization  extant. 
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For  Oceania. 

The  Pacific  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  great  trade 
routes  of  the  world.  The  natives  of  its  islands,  some 
of  whom  are  still  savages  and  cannibals,  are  being 
brought  into  closer  touch  with  civilization  and  com 
merce.  A  vast  responsibility  rests  upon  the  Christian 
Church  ;  for  unless  Christian  teaching  advances  side 
by  side  with  the  advent  of  the  trader,  the  consequences 
will  be  disastrous  for  the  natives. 

Many  of  the  islands  and  archipelagos  in  the  southern 
seas,  which  are  roughly  grouped  as  Polynesia,  Micro 
nesia,  and  Melanesia,  have  been  more  or  less  effectively 
evangelized,  and  they  now  contain  300,000  native 
Protestant  Christians,  besides  70,000  Roman  Catholics. 
For  missionaries  in  this  polyglot  field  the  Bible  Society 
has  now  issued  some  book  or  books  of  Scripture  in 
71  different  languages  and  dialects.  These  versions 
include  the  complete  Bible  in  a  dozen  languages  of 
Oceania.  During  1920,  the  Society  sent  out  over  8,000 
volumes — mainly  Bibles  or  Testaments — to  various 
islands  of  the  Pacific. 

The  veteran  pioneer  missionary,  Dr.  George  Brown, 
who  had  served  for  years  as  secretary  of  the  Aus 
tralasian  Methodist  Missionary  Society,  left  this  testi 
mony  :  "  The  triumphs  of  Christian  missions  are  the 
triumphs  of  the  Bible  ;  and  those  men  and  women 
who  are  engaged  in  preaching  Christ  to  the  heathen 
world  may  be  counted  as  agents  of  the  great  Bible 
societies  which  furnish  them  with  the  credentials  of 
their  message." 
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WHEREVER  THEIR  DWELLING-PLACE 

As  foxes  have  holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests,  so  men  of  every  race  and  colour  build  shelters 
for  themselves  and  their  children.  Without  some 
local  habitation  human  beings  feel  themselves  no  better 
than  fugitives  and  vagabonds.  Even  the  desert 
wanderer  comes  home  to  his  camp. 

The  Gospel  of  God's  good  will  makes  its  way  into 
men's  homes,  scattered  in  strange  places  and  con 
structed  of  curious  materials.  In  Labrador  the  Eskimo 
spells  out  its  message  in  his  ice-hut,  lit  by  a  flickering 
lamp  fed  with  melted  blubber.  The  Buddhist  in 
Ceylon  turns  its  pages  under  the  shadow  of  his  palm- 
leaf  thatch.  High  among  the  snow-peaks  of  the 
Andes  silver-miners  in  their  shanties  are  studying 
the  Spanish  Testament.  South  African  negroes  in 
compounds  on  the  Rand  find  leisure  in  their  rest- 
time  for  reading  the  Bible.  On  the  wind-swept  plains 
of  Central  Asia  swarthy  nomads  pore  over  Mongolian 
Gospels  under  the  shelter  of  their  thick  leather  tents. 
God's  Book  wins  its  way  from  house  to  house  in  the 
swarming  cities  of  China  and  in  the  scattered  jungle 
villages  of  India.  Sick  men  read  it  in  their  hospital- 
wards,  convicts  in  their  prison-cells,  settlers  in  their 
log-cabins  on  the  prairie,  sailors  in  the  fo'csles  of 
lonely  ships  at  sea. 
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A  Cosmopolitan  Mission. 

Surely  no  other  society  has  a  constituency  so  cosmo 
politan,  or  so  spacious  and  picturesque  a  mission- 
field.  The  doors  of  our  Bible  depots  jstand  open  at 
Lagos  and  at  Lisbon,  at  Helsingfors  and  Bagdad  and 
Rio  and  Brisbane,  at  Seoul  and  Winnipeg  and  Port 
Said.  Our  colporteurs  visit  rubber  estates  in  the  Malav 
Peninsula  and  coffee  plantations  in  Brazil.  They  are 
selling  the  Scriptures  in  the  rice-fields  of  Java,  and 
in  the  forests  that  fringe  the  Orinoco,  and  in  densely 
peopled  villages  on  the  delta  of  the  Nile.  One  colpor 
teur  last  year  motored  among  lonely  homesteads  in 
Western  Australia ;  another  colporteur  rode  over  the 
sacred  hills  of  Palestine,  carrying  printed  Gospels  to 
humble  folk  at  Hebron  and  Bethel  and  Tiberias  and 
Jericho  and  Bethlehem.  More  than  900  of  these 
travelling  Bible-sellers  were  at  work  in  scores  of  dif- 
erent  lands  from  January  to  December,  and  the  books 
thus  disposed  of  by  personal  sale  fell  not  far  short  of 
5,000,000  copies. 

The  Society's  colporteurs  carry  the  charter  of  God's 
love  from  door  to  door  and  pass  it  from  hand  to 
hand.  All  the  year  round  they  are  tramping  along 
the  footpaths  of  the  world.  For  the  most  part  these 
colporteurs  travel  in  countries  where  they  are  at  home, 
and  their  reports  give  us  vivid  glimpses  of  what  thoughts 
move  under  the  surface  in  the  minds  of  common 
people.  How  pathetic,  for  instance,  to  look  into  the 
tiny  house  in  Japan,  tenanted  by  a  simple  old  man 
and  his  wife  :  first,  he  hesitated  to  take  a  New  Testa 
ment  because  "  their  home  was  so  very  rough  and 
humble  that  they  had  no  place  to  keep  such  a  precious 
book  "  ;  and  then  he  confessed  that  "  it  was  strange 
news  to  him  that  anyone  could  love  a  god."  From 
Italy  we  hear  wild  voices  bearing  witness  that,  through 
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the  tragedy  of  war  and  what  has  come  after  the  war, 
multitudes  of  men  have  lost  all  faith  in  God  and  in 
goodness  and  turn  fiercely  to  revolutionize  society. 
Even  at  AssisL  the  shrine  of  St.  Francis  and  Poverty, 
an  Italian  barber  demanded  some  book  by  Lenin, 
while  our  Bible-seller  tried  to  show  him  the  cure  for 
class-hatred  contained  in  the  New  Testament.  At 
Port  Said  the  colporteurs  found  on  an  Italian  steamer 
life-size  pictures  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  draped  with 
huge  red  flags,  and  one  sailor  shouted,  "  Give  me  the 
Gospel  of  St.  Lenin."  At  Alexandria,  however,  a 
Russian  who  came  into  our  depot  declared,  "  There 
is  only  one  thing  which  can  save  the  world  from 
Bolshevism,  and  that  is  the  Bible.  They  cannot  exist 
side  by  side." 

The  colporteur's  vocation  not  seldom  requires  him 
to  face  serious  hardships  and  perils.  He  is  exposed  to 
all  extremes  of  climate,  and  he  often  runs  considerable 
hazards  from  popular  prejudice  and  religious  rancour. 
The  risks  of  his  calling  are  too  real,  and  its  wages 
are  too  meagre,  for  anyone  to  embrace  it  except  in 
the  spirit  of  a  Christian  missionary. 

Last  year,  for  example,  we  read  of  Indian  colporteurs 
mocked  and  derided  and  sometimes  assaulted.  Several 
Chinese  colporteurs  were  robbed,  or  imprisoned  as 
spies,  while  one  was  condemned  to  be  shot  but  con 
trived  to  escape.  In  Persia  again  and  again  colporteurs 
have  been  beaten  and  hauled  before  courts  where  false 
witnesses  rose  up  against  them.  At  Kum,  which  is 
a  sacred  city  of  the  Persian  Moslems,  one  colporteur 
sold  over  fifty  volumes  in  a  couple  of  days  ;  but  he 
adds,  "  I  was  beaten  thrice,  as  the  people  took  me 
for  a  Behai " — a  heretical  Moslem  mystic.  In  a 
village  on  the  Lebanon,  Colporteur  Abd-el-Messiah 
(whose  name  means  literally  "  the  slave  of  Christ  ") 
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was  assaulted  by  a  Druse  priest,  who  dislocated  his 
left  arm.  Our  Bible-sellers  incarnate  the  brave  saying 
of  William  T3oidale  :  "  My  body  is  weary,  but  my 
spirit  is  not  faint." 

Mosul — which  stands  on  the  Tigris,  opposite  the  ruins  of 
Nineveh — is  the  headquarters  of  Colporteur  Yousef  Keeb. 
He.  left  that  place  on  June  1st,  1920,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
his  family,  from  whom  he  had  been  four  years  separated,  at 
Mardin,  170  miles  away.  Soon  after  he  set  out,  soldiers  attacked 
the  large  caravan  to  which  he  had  joined  himself,  and  the  whole 
company  were  robbed  of  all  their  possessions.  Yousef  Keeb 
lost  his  clothing,  money,  saddlebags,  bed — everything.  On 
June  10th  he  reached  Mardin,  but  there  he  was  accused  of  being 
a  spy  employed  by  the  British  :  he  says,  "  Then  my  heart 
failed  me,  and  I  and  my  family  wept."  His  friends  rescued 
him  from  prison  by  paying  a  bribe  of  fifty  mejedies  (about 
Rs.  125),  but  he  had  to  hide  in  various  houses  for  months, 
expecting  every  day  to  be  arrested  or  to  be  forced  to  enter  the 
Arab  army  under  Mustapha  Kamel  Pasha.  At  length,  on  October 
6th,  with  the  help  of  the  missionaries  and  by  means  of  a  further 
bribe,  he  managed  to  escape  from  Mardin  with  a  band  of  Kurds 
and  made  his  way  back  safely  to  Mosul ;  but  it  proved  impossible 
for  him  to  bring  his  family  back  with  him  as  he  had  hoped. 

One  painful  result  of  the  great  war  has  been  that  certain  of 
our  Bible-sellers  disappeared.  In  Albania  a  Greek  Christian 
colporteur  named  Elias  Zarifzappas  had  been  employed  since 
1910.  During  the  war,  however,  he  dropped  entirely  out  of 
sight.  Happily,  towards  the  end  of  1920,  he  was  rediscovered. 
It  seems  that  after  the  Austrians  entered  Albania  in  the  early 
months  of  1916  they  came  upon  Zarifzappas  with  his  books, 
and  threw  him  into  prison  as  a  dangerous  character,  "  for  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  a  British  Society."  After  a  time  he  was 
taken  out  of  prison  and  compelled  to  do  forced  labour  for  many 
months,  by  way  of  further  penalty  for  "  having  been  in  the 
service  of  a  British  Society."  He  fell  ill,  and  for  several  months 
found  shelter  at  the  Greek  Convent  of  St.  John,  near  Elbasan. 
Our  representative  at  Monastir  writes  :  "  His  adventures  have 
been  terrible,  indescribable,  and  I  am  astonished  that  he  is  actu 
ally  alive.  When  I  met  Elias  Zarifzappas  at  Korytza,  he  was  weak 
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for  want  of  food,  without  money,  and  almost  naked.  Through 
his  calamities  and  endurance  he  has  gained  a  great  influence 
among  the  Albanian  people,  both  as  a  national  and  Christian 
martyr."  Elias  is  our  best  and  most  expert  colporteur  in 
Albania,  and  early  in  1921  he  recommenced  his  work. 

Christian  Common-sense, 

For  his  success  the  travelling  Bible-seller  needs  two 
chief  qualifications.  He  must  have  a  whole-hearted 
devotion  to  his  mission,  if  he  is  to  battle  through  its 
trials  and  disappointments  ;  and  then  he  requires 
Christian  common-sense  to  surmount  its  practical 
difficulties.  His  business  is  not  to  rouse  hostility,  or 
in  Christian  countries  to  make  proselytes.  He  has 
only  one  duty :  he  offers  all  men  the  Book  in  which 
he  has  found  for  himself  the  Lover  of  his  soul.  And 
our  reports  supply  many  an  example  of  the  tact  and 
shrewdness  and  humour  and  simple  wisdom  which 
these  pilgrims  of  faith  display. 

In  one  little  French  village  a  man  remarked  that 
the  Gospel  was  too  old.  "  Yes,"  replied  our  colporteur, 
*'  and  death,  also,  is  very  old,  yet  it  is  very  modern, 
too.  The  Gospel  changes  death  into  eternal  life." 
Whereupon  the  man  bought  a  Bible. 

Another  Frenchman  to  whom  the  Scriptures  were 
offered  answered,  "  Bah  !  I  have  no  time."  "  O  yes," 
was  the  reply,  "  and  shall  you  find  time  for  being  ill 
and  for  dying  ?  "  The  man  listened  as  though  spell 
bound,  while  the  Bible-seller  spoke  concerning  Jesus 
Christ,  and  ended  by  buying  a  Testament. 

On  board  a  Dutch  boat  at  Port  Said,  Colporteur 
Aziz  came  to  the  captain's  cabin  and  offered  him  a 
Bible.  "  I  don't  want  a  Bible,"  retorted  the  captain  ; 
"  my  wife  is  a  Christian,  and  we  can't  get  along 
together."  Aziz  replied,  "  Captain,  most  likely  it  is 
you  who  are  to  blame,  for  you  have  to  steer  the  craft ; 
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just  take  this  chart,  and  try  to  shape  your  course  by 
it."  The  captain  confessed,  "  You  have  scored  your 
point,"  and  he  bought  an  English  Bible. 

In  Persia  a  man,  who  was  sitting  at  the  gate  of  his 
garden,  asked  our  colporteur,  "  What  use  are  your 
books  to  anyone  who  has  all  these  flowers  ? "  In 
reply,  the  colporteur  quoted  a  verse  from  Sa'adi,  the 
famous  Persian  poet,  to  the  effect  that  while  flowers 
last  but  a  few  days  to  delight  us,  books  last  for  years  ; 
so  it  is  better  to  have  books  than  flowers.  This  answer 
pleased  the  owner  of  the  garden,  who  bought  a  book 
and  offered  the  colporteur  a  bunch  of  blossoms,  saying, 
"  You  have  given  me  of  the  eternal  flowers  ;  and  I 
give  you  some  of  those  that  fade." 

In  the  north  of  Peru,  Colporteur  Pedro  Azabache  was  offering 
the  Scriptures  in  the  plaza  of  Trujillo  when  a  man  began  to 
ridicule  the  Bible  and  the  Bible-seller,  and  a  crowd  soon  gathered 
to  hear  his  argument  that  there  was  no  God.  Our  colporteur 
let  him  say  all  that  he  wanted  to  say,  and  then,  after  he  had 
finished,  replied  thus:  "Suppose  you  received  a  "letter  from 
someone  whom  you  had  never  heard  of  before,  and  the  letter 
contained  a  money-order,  for  which  you  duly  received  the  cash 
from  the  bank  on  its  presentation.  Would  you  doubt  the 
existence  of  such  a  person  and  his  interest  in  you  ?  "  The 
crowd  answered,  "  Impossible  !  "  "  Then,"  continued  Azabache, 
"  here  I  have  a  letter  from  Someone  Whom  I  have  never  seen, 
Who  has  His  existence  in  eternity,  but  Someone  above  all  Who 
has  an  intense  interest  in  me  ;  and  this  letter  speaks  to  my 
heart,  and  through  this  word  I  have  become  acquainted  with 
my  Heavenly  Father,  Who  tells  me  He  sent  His  Son  to  save 
me."  The  result  was  that  many  Gospels  were  sold,  the  objector 
himself  buying  one. 

God's  Policeman. 

At  Constantinople  one  of  our  colporteurs  had  just 
sold  a  Turkish  Bible  in  a  coffee-house  at  Galata,  when 
he  overheard  the  following  conversation  between  two 
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Moslems  :  "  You  see  that  man — he  is  God's  policeman  ; 
he  searches  daily  for  those  who  have  no  Bible.  When 
he  finds  such  a  man,  he  insists  on  his  buying  a  Bible  ; 
and  if  he  does  not  buy,  he  reports  him  to  God  in 
prayer." 

On  the  north-west  frontier  of  China,  Colporteur  Li  Pen-ku 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Chinese  police  force.  When  he 
became  a  Christian,  he  was  compelled  by  his  superior  officer 
to  give  up  either  his  position  or  his  Church.  Li  refused  to  give 
up  the  Church,  and  last  year  he  became  one  of  our  colporteurs. 
His  superintendent,  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Heininger,  of  Kalgan,  writes  : 
"  He  has  worked  the  western  district  of  the  Mongolian  plain, 
north  of  Kalgan,  and  also  the  district  in  and  around  Hsimalin, 
where  he  had  been  a  police  officer.  His  sales  have  averaged 
over  600  books  a  month.  He  has  also  interested  several  of  his 
neighbours  in  the  Gospel,  and  his  home  is  now  a  spiritual  centre 
for  the  handful  of  Christians  in  that  village." 

In  Serbia* 

The  Society's  veteran  colporteur  is  a  familiar  and 
venerable  figure  in  Belgrade.  William  Lichtenberger, 
who  is  now  seventy-seven,  has  been  pursuing  his  labour 
of  love  in  the  Balkans  for  close  upon  fifty- three  years. 
Last  year  a  garrulous  Communist  in  Belgrade  exclaimed, 
with  a  touch  of  something  like  reverence,  "  Why,  that's 
the  old  Bible-man  ;  I've  seen  him  about  since  I  was 
a  little  boy.  He  is  a  Christian,  now  !  Patient  and 
kindly  to  the  roughest  and  the  poorest ;  always  ready 
to  help  everybody." 

In  Rumania* 

The  following  is  a  rough  translation  of  an  article 
which  appeared  on  July  19th,  1920,  in  the  Universul, 
a  Rumanian  journal  published  at  Bucharest.  The 
article  was  written  and  signed  by  Archimandrite  Scriban, 
of  the  Orthodox  Church,  and  testifies  to  his  high  respect 
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for  our  veteran  Rumanian  colporteur,   Joseph  Hehn, 
who  died  after  forty-four  years'  service. 

"  Nowadays  people  are  afraid  to  purchase  anything,  because 
of  the  profiteering  from  which  they  have  to  suffer.  But  one 
of  the  good  places  where  you  need  have  no  fear  of  profiteering, 
and  where  you  can  go  to  buy  with  a  warm  heart  as  if  you 
were  going  to  a  friend,  was  and  is  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society's  depot  at  Bucharest.  There,  at  No.  2  Strada 
Salcamilor,  for  many  years  past  you  would  have  met  old 
Mr.  Hehn,  from  whom  you  could  obtain  various  editions  of 
the  Bible,  each  of  them  cheaper  and  finer  than  the  others  ! 
This  good  and  sympathetic  man,  who  spent  almost  his  whole 
life  in  the  distribution  of  Holy  Scripture,  is  no  longer  living. 
It  came  as  a  painful  surprise  to  me  when  I  heard  that  he  had 
quietly  slipped  out  of  the  world,  after  suffering  from  heart 
trouble  for  not  much  more  than  a  week.  You  might  see  him 
with  his  large  leather  bag  full  of  Bibles,  making  his  way  to  any 
places — such  as  schools  or  barracks — where  he  could  find  cus 
tomers  ;  and  you  would  see  students  and  soldiers  gather  round 
him  to  admire  the  beautifully  bound  pocket  editions  of  the 
Rumanian  New  Testament,  which  many  of  them  purchased. 
At  other  times  he  would  move  out  into  the  country  districts, 
and  spend  two  or  three  weeks  away  from  Bucharest.  As  soon 
as  he  entered  a  railway  train  he  would  begin  to  sell  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  passengers  would  all  listen  to  his  testimony 
concerning  the  Word  of  God.  He  made  a  point  of  searching  out 
resorts — such  as  meetings  of  working  men — where  he  might 
find  people  who  were  estranged  from  God." 

In  Bulgaria* 

Colporteur  V.  Athanassoff  is  stationed  at  Ruschuk, 
where  during  1920  he  has  visited  the  schools,  the  mili 
tary  barracks,  the  prison,  and  the  bazaars.  Under  the 
new  law  enacted  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  to  bring 
to  trial  all  those  directly  or  indirectly  responsible  "  for 
the  downfall  of  our  country,"  many  leading  men  have 
been  arrested,  and  Athanassoff  sold  a  number  of  Bibles 
amongst  these  prisoners. 
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During  the  war  he  sold  a  New  Testament  to  a  Bul 
garian  soldier  who  was  on  his  way  to  the  fighting  line. 
Recently  he  again  met  this  same  man,  who  declared 
that  during  his  whole  time  at  the  front  this  New 
Testament  had  been  his  constant  solace  and  comfort : 
"  Very  often  I  gathered  my  comrades  together,  and 
gave  them  some  of  the  comforting  words  of  Christ ; 
I  often  read  to  them,  '  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even 
unto  the  end.'  ' 

In  the  bazaar  at  Ruschuk  a  peasant  woman  asked 
this  colporteur  whether  his  books  could  help  her  sick 
daughter  to  get  well.  Opening  the  Gospels,  he  read 
to  the  downcast  mother  the  passages  which  tell  how  our 
Lord  healed  the  sick,  including  the  story  of  the  little 
daughter  of  Jairus  and  the  healing  of  the  centurion's 
servant.  She  listened,  and  then  bought  a  copy  and 
took  it  to  her  little  sick  daughter,  who  began  to  read 
it.  Day  after  day,  as  she  read  the  Word  of  God  and 
trusted  in  the  healing  power  of  Christ,  she  gradually 
grew  strong  again.  When  she  was  able  to  walk  about 
as  usual,  she  and  her  mother  began  to  look  for  the 
man  from  whom  they  had  bought  "  thf  book."  One 
day  Athanassoff  was  stopped  in  the  bazaar  by  the 
exclamation,  "  This  is  the  man !  "  and  the  young 
girl  in  token  of  her  gratitude  kissed  him  again  and 
again  on  both  his  hands  ! 

Country  Fairs  in  Spain* 

In  countries  like  Spain  large  local  fairs  are  still 
held  periodically,  some  lasting  for  a  week  or  even 
longer,  when  a  great  deal  of  business  is  carried  on. 
Such  fairs  form  a  general  meeting  ground  for  whole 
districts,  and  our  colporteurs  have  been  taking  advan 
tage  of  these  special  opportunities  to  effect  extra 
ordinary  sales.  Chosen  colporteurs  are  being  equipped 
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with  light  tents,  which  they  can  easily  set  up  in  any 
fair ;  these  tents,  with  suitable  advertisements  on 
canvas  and  a  few  flags,  look  quite  attractive,  and  our 
Bible-sellers  thus  get  into  touch  with  thousands  of 
people. 

Last  year  saw  the  publication  of  the  first  Spanish 
translation  of  Borrow's  book,  The  Bible  in  Spain.  This 
autobiography  of  our  Society's  most  famous  colporteur 
may  attain  in  time  to  the  rank  of  a  Spanish  classic, 
as  its  original  is  a  classic  in  England.  In  one  sense, 
the  earlier  romance  of  Bible  work  in  Spain  is  disap 
pearing,  in  proportion  as  old  Spain  is  being  transformed 
into  a  modern  country.  But  those  who  are  connected 
with  that  work  to-day  feel  that  its  essential  poetry 
is  not  diminished  by  outward  circumstances  :  for  it  is 
the  romance  of  the  Lord's  doing  and  it  is  marvellous 
in  our  eyes. 

M 

Echoes  from  Italy. 

Of  all  the  allied  nations,  perhaps  Italy  has  suffered 
most  from  the  effects  of  victory.  To-day  that  beauti 
ful  and  historic  land  is  seething  with  distress  and 
discontent.  Scarcity  of  food,  lack  of  money,  political 
agitation,  social  conflict,  and  even  civil  war  on  a  small 
scale,  have  combined  to  create  among  common  people 
a  state  of  mind  painfully  hostile  to  the  Gospel.  The  anti 
clerical  campaign  waxes  fiercer  than  ever,  and  carries 
with  it  a  hatred  of  all  religion.  Socialists  emphasize 
the  perplexity  and  suffering  of  the  people  in  order 
to  inflame  them  against  Christianity  ;  and  their  agi 
tation  is  not  confined  to  industrial  centres,  but  has 
spread  to  the  remotest  villages. 

Our  colporteurs'  journals  are  faithful  mirrors  which 
reflect  what  common  people  in  Italy  are  doing  and 
feeling.  Here  are  some  of  the  replies  made  by  persons 
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to  whom  the  Scriptures  were  offered  in  the  year  of 
grace  1920  : 

"  What  Gospel  ?  Bring  us  bread  and  work.  Don't  speak 
to  us  about  God  !  " 

"  No,  these  are  Protestant  books,  and  Protestantism  arose 
through  a  King  of  England  who  wanted  three  wives  and  the 
Pope  would  not  let  him  !  " 

"  No,  I  am  a  Catholic.  You  Protestants  are  persecuting 
and  starving  in  prison  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  then  you 
want  us  to  buy  your  books  !  Get  out !  " 

"  That  book  I  believe  to  be  the  foulest  that  exists,  for  it  is 
written  by  those  impostors  the  priests  !  " 

"  These  books  are  so  much  dirty  litter.  Better  throw  them 
away,  and  get  some  other  job." 

"  What  Gospel  ?  What  Jesus  ?  He  does  not  think  of  us, 
and  we  do  not  think  of  Him  !  " 

"  What  God  ?  If  there  were  a  God,  I  should  not  be  here 
with  two  children  without  their  father,  who  was  killed  in  the 
war.  If  He  really  exists,  He  should  make  Himself  seen,  and 
I  would  talk  to  Him.  So  much  misery !  So  many  people 
ruined  !  I  don't  believe  any  longer  in  anything !  " 

"  The  Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  You  believe 
in  Christ,  and  you  do  not  see  that  He  has  forgotten  this  poor 
humanity  ?  Why  does  He  not  interfere  ?  " 

"  We  would  willingly  take  it  were  it  the  Gospel  of  Ma/zini, 
or  Marx,  or  Lenin  ;  but  the  Gospel  of  Christ — no,  that's  the 
priests'  book,  and  we  want  no  more  priests  !  " 

"  We  need  bread  !  We  want  action — that  is  what  liberates 
men  from  the  capitalists.  We  want  Communism.  What  you 
say  is  Utopian  and  Idealism." 

"  We  want  a  red  book — red,  inside  and  out !  For  the  priests 
killed  Jesus  Christ  and  He  exists  no  longer,  and  we  want  no  more 
religion." 

"  Away  !  Away  !  No  more  saints  !  No  more  religion  !  Every 
body  must  work.  He  who  won't  work,  mustn't  eat !  We  want 
Lenin's  book  !  We  want  the  Red  Flag  !  " 

All  the  replies  recorded  are  not  such  as  these.  If 
they  were,  our  colporteurs  would  not  be  able  to 'sell 
the  119,000  books  they  sold  in  Italy  last  year.  Thank 
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God,  even  in  these  days  of  pain  and  turmoil,  there 
are  quiet  souls  who  delight  in  His  Word  ;  there  are 
earnest  enquirers  who  seek  the  truth  where  millions 
have  found  it.  Here  is  one  example  from  the  journal 
of  Colporteur  Santoro : 

"  Three  months  ago  a  cobbler  near  Naples  told  me  he 
would  buy  a  Testament,  but  he  had  not  the  money.  I 
told  him  to  take  the  book,  and  pay  me  some  other  time. 
To-day,  recalling  this  to  mind,  I  went  to  him  and  said, 
'  Excuse  me,  master,  I  have  come  to  ask  whether  you  were 
pleased  with  that  book,  and  what  effect  it  has  had  upon 
you.'  The  man  replied,  '  Listen !  I  must  thank  and  bless- 
you,  for  to  you  I  owe  my  happiness.  I  feel  myself  entirely 
changed,  and  I  have  found  the  peace  that  I  desired.  I  am 
now  always  happy,  and  I  feel  myself  stronger  for  my  work 
as  well.  You  must  know  that  when  I  read  that  book  a  desire 
came  over  me  to  love  God  with  all  my  heart,  and  to  accept 
Christ  as  my  Saviour — not  the  dead,  material  Christ  of  the 
priests,  but  the  living  Christ  Who  sits  on  the  right  hand 
of  God  the  Father  and  evermore  makes  intercession  for  us. 
Just  think  of  it !  At  one  time  I  was  a  drunkard,  and  in  drink 
I  used  to  beat  my  wife  ;  now  I  am  a  drunkard  no  longer.  I 
used  to  blaspheme  ;  but  now  I  have  ceased,  and  I  reprove 
blasphemers.  Continually  I  ask  God  to  give  me  strength  to 
conquer  the  things  that  seem  to  me  to  degrade  me.  And  all 
this  I  owe  to  you.'  '  No,'  said  I,  '  you  owe  it  to  our  common 
Father,  Who  sent  me  to  you.'  *  Ah,  then,  dear  sir,'  he  went 
on,  '  my  wife,  who  used  to  go  to  church,  seeing  this  change 
asked  me  how  it  was  that  I  had  become  so  kind,  and  wanted  to 
know  whether  the  Madonna  had  shown  me  grace.  I  told  her 
it  was  not  the  Madonna,  but  her  Son,  Jesus  Christ ;  and  I  said 
to  her,  "  If  you  are  willing,  let  us  pray  together,  and  I  will  read 
to  you  all  that  our  Lord  said  to  His  disciples.'1  And  so  now 
my  wife  also  accepts  the  Gospel ! '  He  paid  me  for  the 
Testament,  embraced  me,  and  we  parted  with  an  A  rivederci" 

It  may  have  been  this  same  man — Santoro  does  not  say — - 
but,  anyhow,  it  was  a  cobbler  who  said  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  want 
to  ask  a  favour  of  you,  if  you  will  not  be  offended.  I  know 
that  you  are  one  of  the  Lord's  workers,  and  I  see  that  your 
boots  need  repair.  I  want  to  have  the  honour  of  mending 
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them."  "  If  it  will  please  you,  do  it  by  all  means,"  replied 
the  colporteur,  "-but  you  must  let  me  pay  you,  for  you  have  to 
live."  "  I  have  read,"  replied  the  cobbler,  "  what  our  Lord 
said  about  giving  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  one  of  His  little  ones 
in  the  name  of  a  disciple,  and  you  will  understand  that  I  will 
do  this  for  love,  because  it  is  pleasing  to  Him."  So  he  mended 
the  colporteur's  boots,  and  then  said,  "  Dear  brother,  if  I  could 
I  would  make  you  a  new  pair  ;  but  as  that  cannot  be,  when 
ever  your  boots  need  repair — the  boots  that  you  wear  out  in 
selling  the  Gospels — come  to  me,  and  so  I  shall  seem  to  have 
a  share  in  this  holy  mission." 

In  Morocco* 

Morocco  has  loomed  large  in  the  newspapers  quite 
recently.  In  that  country  last  year  Colporteur  Padilla 
sold  the  splendid  total  of  8,100  books,  about  half  of 
which  were  purchased  by  Moors.  His  sales  included 
.  versions  in  seventeen  languages,  and  584  were  Bibles. 
During  1920  he  travelled  practically  over  the  whole  of 
Morocco  from  Melilla  to  Marrakesh.  Here  are  some 
snap-shots  which  show  the  way  he  works  : 

"  A  Moor  stopped  me  in  the  streets  of  Casablanca  and  asked 
if  I  were  from  Andaluzia  ;  and  on  hearing  that  I  came  from  that 
part  of  Spain,  he  said,  '  I  am  going  to  buy  a  portion  of  these 
sacred  writings  from  you  because  you  are  an  Andaluz  and  the 
same  blood  runs  in  our  veins  ;  my  forefathers  came  from  your 
country.'  He  bought  a  Gospel.  It  was  news  to  him,  however, 
that  the  same  Blood  which  washed  me  from  my  sins  could  wash 
him  from  his  :  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world." 

In  the  butchers'  quarters  at  Fez  a  shopkeeper  took  a  Gospel 
in  his  hand,  and  holding  it  up  called  out  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Who 
will  buy  a  Gospel  ?  It  only  costs  a  girsch  ( —  2d.),"  and  in 
this  way  he  sold  quite  a  number  of  copies.  When  Padilla  had 
finished,  the  butcher  said,  '  This  one  I  will  keep  in  payment 
for  the  help  I  have  given  you.' 

Padilla  arrived  at  Ceuta  on  carnival  day,  and  was  told  by 
a  Spaniard  that  he  had  chosen  a  bad  time  for  book-selling  :  the 
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people  were  more  given  over  to  the  devil  than  to  reading  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  But  at  the  close  of  the  day,  when  the  Spaniard 
heard  how  many  hundreds  of  books  Padilla  had  sold,  he  was 
astonished  that  during  carnival  so  many  should  buy  the  Gospel. 
In  Tetuan  two  Jews  met  Padilla,  and  one  of  them  bought  a 
Gospel.  Whereupon  the  other  said  angrily,  "Is  not  the  Law 
sufficient  for  you  ?  What  do  you  want  with  that  unlawful 
thing  ?  "  His  friend  replied,  "  Was  not  Jesus  a  Jew  like  our 
selves  ?  I  want  to  know  what  He  said  and  did,  and  I  know 
this  book  will  inform  me." 

Among  Abyssinian  Soldiers. 

"  At  Port  Said  an  Italian  troopship  arrived,  carrying 
Abyssinian  soldiers  ;  and  as  we  were  not  allowed  to 
go  on  board,  we  rigged  up  a  rope  and  basket  along 
side,  and  soon  began  the  business  of  selling  the  Scrip 
tures  in  their  native  tongue.  The  Abyssinians  would 
let  down  their  money  in  the  basket,  and  we  sent  up 
books  equivalent  in  value.  If  the  colour  of  its  binding 
was  not  according  to  these  black  soldiers'  taste,  any 
volume  would  be  returned  to  be  changed.  In  this 
way  we  sold  over  70  copies,  and  returned  to  the  depot 
with  our  hearts  joyful  but  with  our  necks  stiff  through 
gazing  up  to  the  top  deck  so  long." 

In  the  Holy  Land. 

From  our  depot  at  Jerusalem  last  year  nearly  14,000 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  went  out  across  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country.  Palestine  is  a  land  of 
villages,  Moslem  and  Oriental  Christian,  and  through 
all  changes  these  village  people  have  remained  un 
moved.  The  old  men  still  smoke  their  pipes  and 
think  their  own  thoughts  and  drink  their  coffee. 
Many  of  the  places  visited  by  our  colporteurs  last 
year  are  familiar  to  readers  of  Scripture — Bethlehem, 
Bethany,  Anathoth,  Ramah,  Nob,  Bethel,  Shechem, 
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Samaria,  Haifa,  Acre,  Tiberias,  Jaffa,  Lydda,  Ramleh, 
Ashdod,  Gaza,  Beersheba,  Hebron,  and  Jericho. 

In  Burma* 

Last  year  the  Society  employed  directly  seventeen 
Burmese  colporteurs,  who  travelled  nearly  15,000  miles, 
and  visited  6,000  villages,  calling  at  60,000  houses. 
Buddhist  hostility  does  not  mean  that  the  work  of 
disseminating  the  Christian  Scriptures  is  a  failure. 
Many  Burmans  to-day  are  heart-weary  of  the  pessimist 
negations  of  the  godless  and  soulless  philosophy  of  the 
great  Indian  sage  ;  and  to  these  the  little  Gospel  volumes 
with  their  clear,  clean-cut  teaching  in  regard  to  the 
great  facts  of  God  and  the  human  soul,  of  sin  and 
redemption,  of  life  and  death  and  immortality,  come 
as  veritable  "  Glad  Tidings."  The  colporteurs  them 
selves  are  not  primarily  teachers  or  preachers,  but 
book-carriers  and  booksellers ;  yet  it  is  often  their 
duty  to  expound  the  simple  truths  of  the  Gospel  to 
many  who,  while  they  welcome  the  message,  find  in 
it  a  strange  and  perplexing  contrast  with  all  that  they 
had  so  carefully  learned  in  the  monastic  schools  of 
Buddhism.  Quite  a  number  of  enquirers  have  been 
baptized  into  the  Christian  Church  as  the  result,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  the  work  of  our  colporteurs  ;  while 
a  still  larger  number  are  receiving  fuller  instruction. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  the  work  done,  it  is  well  to  remem 
ber  that  in  many  instances  the  result  is  only  seen  after  many 
days  ;  more  frequently  still,  it  may  never  come  to  the  know 
ledge  of  the  missionaries  and  their  helpers.  The  following  is 
a  typical  case,  reported  by  the  missionary  supervisor  of  our 
work  in  Monywa  : 

"  I  was  in  Mawlaik  last  June,  and  here  Colporteur  Maung  Po 
Thwai  came  across  two  Chins  from  Tigyaing  village,  near  Tamu. 
He  found  these  men  very  interested  in  Christianity,  through 
having  bought  and  read  the  Burmese  Scriptures  some  years 
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before.  The  interest  thus  awakened  led  them  to  desire  more 
exact  knowledge,  and  they  came  to  me  to  talk  over  matters. 
It  was  not  long  before  these  two  men  were  baptized  into  the 
Christian  faith,  and  their  conversion  was  undoubtedly  due  to 
their  reading  and  meditating  upon  the  Scriptures,  and  the  light 
which  other  Christians  had  been  able  to  throw  upon  the  Divine 
Word." 

Now,  supposing  the  colporteur  and  the  missionary  had  not 
visited  that  village,  300  miles  away  from  headquarters,  the 
deep-rooted  interest  of  these  men  of  a  barbarous  race  in  the 
Christian  Scriptures  would  never  have  found  record  in  any 
Bible  Society's  report.  To-day,  in  the  outlying  villages  of 
Burma,  there  must  be  thousands  of  such  cases,  beyond  the  ken 
of  the  most  paternal-hearted  missionary,  known  only  to  the 
All-Father  Who  seeketh  such  to  worship  Him. 

In  the  Malay  States. 

Colporteur  Joseph  sold  over  11,000  volumes  last  year. 
This  faithful  worker  went  to  almost  every  village  and 
town  in  Perak,  besides  visiting  Penang,  Alar  Star,  and 
Selangor.  He  writes  : 

"  I  found  people  of  different  nationalities  very  anxious  to 
learn  the  truth,  and  to  know  more  about  God  and  His  salva 
tion.  They  were  eager  to  purchase  the  Gospels.  Whenever 
and  wherever  I  visited  them,  they  seemed  glad  to  see  me  again 
and  to  hear  my  message.  An  Indian,  who  happened  to  get 
hold  of  a  Gospel,  came  and  asked  me  if  he  might  become  a 
Christian.  He  said  that  he  had  also  read  through  the  Book 
of  Isaiah,  and  that  he  had  accepted  Christ  as  his  personal  Saviour. 
This  man  is  now  a  faithful  member  of  the  Tamil  Christian  Church 
in  Ipoh.  .  .  .  Whenever  I  visit  the  rubber  estates  and  tin 
mines,  I  really  enjoy  preaching  to  the  coolies  and  selling  them 
the  Gospels.  Although  there  are  many  hardships — such  as,  for 
example,  sleeping  on  a  plank  without  any  pillow  or  mosquito- 
net,  or  not  even  being  able  to  get  suitable  food — yet  spiritually 
I  enjoy  these  expeditions." 

In  Japan. 

For  fifty  years  the  Japanese  have  shown  themselves 
the  most  progressive  and  successful  people  of  the  Far 
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East.  In  war,  in  commerce,  and  in  education  they 
outstrip  all  their  rivals.  No  other  Eastern  nation  can 
call  itself  the  ally  of  Great  Britain.  There  is  no 
Asiatic  race  among  which  the  printed  page  exerts  a 
wider  influence.  Christians  in  Japan  number  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  million,  more  than  half  of  whom  belong 
to  Protestant  Mission  Churches.  Bible  distribution  is 
carried  on  by  the  American  Bible  Society  in  the  north 
east  portion  of  the  Empire,  and  by  our  own  Society  (in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Bible  Society  of  Scot 
land)  in  the  south-west.  Last  year  we  circulated  over 
200,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  the  bulk  of  which 
were  sold  by  Japanese  colporteurs. 

Mr.  Ishikura  had  the  distinction  of  circulating  nearly  16,000 
volumes.  His  work  lay  in  the  Prefectures  of  Osaka,  Izumi, 
and  Izumo  :  probably  Osaka  is  the  most  progressive,  while 
Izumo  is  one  of  the  most  unprogressive  districts  in  Japan.  Mr. 
Ishikura  reports  that  about  three  years  ago  a  young  man  pur 
chased  a  New  Testament,  rather  unwillingly.  Some  time  after 
wards  he  began  to  read  it,  day  by  day,  and  this  led  on  to  the 
baptism  of  himself  and  his  wife.  Last  year,  when  Mr.  Ishikura 
was  revisiting  that  district,  he  met  the  same  young  man,  who 
related  his  experience  and  then  bought  40  Testaments  to  dis 
tribute  among  his  friends,  as  he  wanted  them  to  share  in  his 
new-found  happiness. 

In  Korea. 

Last  year  the  Society's  Korean  colporteurs  sold  more 
than  400,000  books,  chiefly  Gospels.  The  Canadian 
Presbyterian  Mission  in  Korea  at  its  annual  meeting 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"  We  desire  to  express  our  deep  gratitude  to  God,  and  our 
sincere  thanks  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  for  the 
splendid  service  rendered  by  their  colporteurs  during  another 
year.  Of  all  our  workers,  none  are  worthier  of  esteem  on  account 
of  the  endurance  they  show  in  travelling  in  cold  and  heat  and 
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meeting  with  opposition,  as  they  try  to  sell  and  preach  the  Word 
of  God.  They  form  an  important  factor  in  the  extension  of 
Christ's  Kingdom  in  the  unevangelized  territories  of  our  field, 
as  well  as  in  keeping  the  Churches  supplied  with  copies  of  the 
Scriptures.  .  .  .  Especially  during  the  days  of  wide  evangelistic 
campaign  ahead,  we  are  certain  of  the  aid  of  this  band  of 
workers,  and  feel  sure  that  God  will  give  them  a  full  share 
in  reaping  the  harvest  that  will  be  ripe  after  the  days  of  prayer 
and  effort  to  be  made  in  preparation." 


In  China* 

This  multitudinous  country  includes  nearly  a  quarter 
of  the  human  race.  How  to  bring  the  Chinese  face 
to  face  with  Christ  forms  a  bewildering  problem ; 
yet  we  note  that  it  is  entirely  in  keeping  with  their 
traditional  ideas  to  propagate  religion  and  morals  by 
means  of  books.  Confucianism  never  had  a  preacher, 
and  has  no  preachers  to-day.  Books  have  been  the 
means  of  preserving  and  diffusing  the  great  sage's 
teaching ;  and  to  distribute  the  Scriptures  is  one  most 
natural  and  effective  way  to  reach  the  Chinese  mind. 
In  China  the  Bible  Society  employs  an  average  of 
about  350  colporteurs,  working  continuously  through 
out  the  year.  Here  are  a  few  sketches  to  illustrate 
the  way  in  which  these  Chinese  Christians  have 
carried  out  their  mission  during  1920. 

In  the  province  of  Shensi,  Colporteur  Liang  is 
stationed  at  the  city  of  Sianfu.  Among  all  classes 
of  Chinese  he  observes  a  marked  and  favourable  change 
in  their  attitude  towards  Christianity.  He  has  met 
with  criticism  and  controversy — but  of  a  healthy  kind 
and  in  no  sense  bitter.  This  is  of  good  omen,  and 
shows  that  the  Chinese  are  beginning  to  think  things 
out  for  themselves.  In  his  diary  for  April  28th,  1920, 
Colporteur  Liang  notes  that  during  a  midday  preaching 
service  at  which  about  seventy  people  were  present, 
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a  man  suddenly  stood  up  and  testified  before  them  all 
that  he  had  come  to  know  Christ  as  his  Saviour  by 
means  of  a  set  of  the  Gospels  which  he  had  purchased 
in  the  previous  February.  He  had  heard  already  of 
Jesus  as  a  sage  ;  but  when  he  read  of  His  miracles 
and  of  His  power  to  save  men  from  sin,  he  compared 
Him  with  Confucius,  and  recognized  Him  as  being 
far  more  than  any  sage  and  nothing  less  than  the  Son 
of  God.  He  had  therefore  decided  to  become  a  follower 
of  Christ,  and  he  urged  those  who  were  present  to 
buy  copies  of  the  Gospels  and  learn  for  themselves 
what  wonderful  words  were  contained  therein. 

Colporteur  Chao  Feng-te  itinerates  from  the  same 
city.  He  visits  every  fair  in  the  district,  and  is  always 
to  be  seen  with  his  little  stall  of  books  where  the  crowds 
gather  thickest.  The  Rev.  F.  S.  Russell,  of  the  English 
Baptist  Mission,  who  superintends  him,  writes  :  "  One 
day  during  the  kite-flying  season  I  noticed  in  one  of 
the  main  city  streets  a  crowd  of  people  gazing  up 
at  a  kite.  As  I  drew  nearer  I  saw  suspended  from 
the  kite  four  large  Chinese  characters,  Shang  Ti  Shi 
Ai,  which  mean  '  God  is  Love  '  ;  and  there  in  the 
midst  of  the  throng  Colporteur  Chao  was  preaching  on 
this  text.  He  certainly  excels  in  attracting  a  crowd  ; 
and  as  he  is  well  versed  in  Chinese  folk-lore  and  super 
stitions,  he  is  able  to  meet  people  on  their  own  ground 
and  gradually  to  lead  them  from  the  false  to  the  true. 
Chao  reports  that  this  last  year  two  men — a  shop 
keeper  named  Ch'en  and  a  farmer  named  Ma — have 
decided  to  become  Christians,  as  the  direct  result  of 
buying  Gospels  and  taking  them  home  to  read.  When 
I  inquired  whether  he  ever  met  with  opposition  from 
Taoist  priests  when  he  was  attending  fairs,  he  replied 
that  so  far  from  opposing  him  they  were  willing  to 
hear  about  the  Doctrine,  and  that  two  Taoist  priests 

54 


WHEREVER  THEIR  DWELLING-PLACE 

had   purchased   sets   of   the   Gospels   for   the   express 
purpose  of  studying  them." 

A  Fellow-Labourer* 

Colporteur  Hsu  works  in  the  province  of  Shensi, 
under  an  American  Congregational  missionary.  This 
superintendent  writes  :  "  Mr.  Hsu's  territory  is  about 
100  li  (i.e.  about  33  English  miles)  square.  Most  of 
it  he  has  carefully  mapped  out,  so  that  he  knows  what 
his  district  contains  and  just  what  method  of  attack 
will  be  most  effective.  His  fine  spirit  appears  in  the 
way  in  which  he  tackles  people,  even  at  the  busy  seasons 
of  the  year.  Often  he  goes  into  a  field  where  he  sees 
some  men  at  work,  and  doffing  his  long  garment  he 
takes  his  place  among  them  and  helps  at  whatever 
they  chance  to  be  doing — hoeing  or  pulling  beans — 
at  the  same  time  talking  to  them  about  Christ.  When 
they  stop  to  rest  and  squat  down  to  smoke,  he  produces 
his  little  Gospels  and  explains  more  about  the  Bible 
and  what  it  teaches.  In  this  way  he  almost  always 
succeeds  in  selling  at  least  one  copy  to  every  man  in 
the  field.  They  have  seen  how  heartily  he  turns  to 
and  helps  them  at  their  task,  and  they  are  naturally 
glad  to  please  him  in  return  by  purchasing  the  little 
books  which  he  is  so  keen  to  sell." 

Sitting  in  the  sunshine  with  his  Bible. 

Elsewhere  in  the  same  province  of  Shensi  a  missionary 
superintends  four  of  our  colporteurs  in  the  district 
round  the  city  of  Sianfu.  He  writes  :  "  It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  value  of  colportage.  Some  years  ago,  I 
remember,  in  a  cave  among  the  mountains  of  Northern 
Shensi,  organizing  a  little  Church  of  thirty-seven 
members — a  Church  which  was  the  direct  result  of 
one  single  printed  Gospel,  illumined  by  the  Spirit  of 
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God.  A  week  ago  I  was  wending  my  way  round  a 
winding  path  on  the  hillside,  when  suddenly  I  came 
upon  an  old  Chinese,  sitting  on  a  chair  in  the  sunshine 
with  a  book  held  about  four  inches  from  his  eyes. 
When  he  noticed  me,  he  laid  the  book  aside ;  but  I 
was  curious,  and  found  that  it  was  a  Chinese  Bible. 
After  we  had  conversed  for  some  time,  I  left  his  humble 
dwelling  as  one  whose  strength  had  been  renewed ; 
for  I  felt  that  there  was  life  in  the  tree,  and  the  fruit 
was  certain.  While  I  trudged  on  along  the  hill-paths 
I  recalled  some  of  our  old  Scottish  saints,  and  I  had 
a  vision  of  the  '  Auld  Lichts '  of  China  which  are 
yet  to  be — whose  torches  are  being  lit  by  the  Word 
of  God." 

"  Find  me  that  place." 

"  In  a  little  country  town  I  was  selling  Gospels 
one  day  with  a  Chinese  evangelist,  who  discoursed  to 
the  crowd  on  the  subject  of  '  The  Prodigal.'  When 
he  ceased  speaking,  one  of  his  countrymen  pressed 
through  the  throng  and  produced  from  his  bosom  a 
little  bundle,  which  when  it  was  unfastened  proved 
to  contain  copies  of  the  printed  Gospels.  As  the 
owner  handed  them  to  us,  he  exclaimed  with  much 
fervour,  '  Find  me  that  place,  teacher ;  find  me  that 
place.'  " 

At  Markets  in  South  China* 

In  South  China,  markets  are  held  regularly  every 
few  days,  and  form  the  shopping-centres  for  all  the 
villages  within  a  radius  of  from  five  to  ten  miles.  Here 
the  women  buy  food  of  all  kinds,  cloth,  laces,  thread, 
and  other  household  necessities.  The  men  come  to 
buy  their  farming- tools,  and  to  sell  what  they  have 
produced  on  their  small  farms  ;  they  may  also  gamble 
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on  the  rice-exchange,  or  at  the  gambling  tables.  These 
fairs  are  the  great  centres  of  trade  in  South  China, 
and  the  colporteur  knows  how  to  take  advantage  of 
local  customs  to  ply  his  trade  in  printed  Gospels. 
Soon  he  becomes  a  well-known  figure — with  his  book- 
bag  and  his  message  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  he  proclaims  from  some  vacant  spot  in  the 
market-centre,  or  on  the  outskirts  where  he  tries  to 
catch  people  going  home  from  the  fair. 

A  Chinese  Country  Fair* 

A  lady  missionary,  superintending  Colporteur  Fan 
Swenli — who  sold  4,460  books  of  Scripture  last  year— 
sends  this  vivid  glimpse  of  a  country  fair  in  China : 

"  We  planned  to  make  our  headquarters  at  the  village  chapel, 
which  we  found  open.  Our  evangelist,  with  a  pile  of  copies 
of  the  Scriptures,  had  just  arrived,  and  later  on  we  were  joined 
by  a  Christian  named  Cheo,  with  his  concertina.  The  fair  had 
already  begun,  and  all  the  country  roads  leading  to  it  were 
lined  with  people  of  both  sexes  and  of  all  ages.  At  the  south 
end  of  the  village  stood  an  open-air  theatre  ;  along  the  river- 
bank  were  the  mule  and  donkey  markets,  while  along  the  main 
street  rose  booths  with  all  kinds  of  wares.  Near  the  theatre 
you  found  improvised  restaurants,  selling  hot  cakes  and  meat 
dumplings  and  soup.  There  were  plenty  of  candy-men  with 
many  sorts  of  odd-shaped  sweets  ;  but  nothing  surpassed  the 
delectable  toffee  which  they  sell  for  five  coppers  an  ounce.  A 
great  crowd  held  out  bits  of  bamboo  to  receive  the  round  balls 
of  sticky  sweetness,  rolled  into  shape  by  the  deft  but  dirty 
fingers  of  the  candy-man.  Were  there  no  interesting  characters 
among  the  crowd  ?  There  was  Grandpa  Yin,  eighty  years  old, 
who  came  in  to  us  and  recited  '  Jesus  loves  me,'  and  would 
have  gone  on  and  quoted  the  whole  Catechism  right  to  the 
end  if  we  had  not  stopped  him.  Why  is  he  not  an  avowed 
Christian  ?,  Because  his  daughter  holds  over  him  this  threat : 
'  No  food,  no  clothing  from  me — if  you  get  baptized.'  Then 
there  was  a  Confucian  scholar,  who  was  familiar  with  the  story 
of  the  Gospels  and  Acts,  but  he  could  not  understand  why,  if 

57 


GOOD  WILL  TOWARD  MEN 

there  be  one  true  God,  there  should  be  so  many  different  kinds 
of  Churches — Roman  Catholic,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and  so  on. 
This  man  did  not  really  want  to  learn  about  the  true  God,  but 
was  merely  cavilling. 

"  Our  village  chapel  was  never  empty  from  morning  to  night. 
Each  evening,  and  early  each  day,  we  gathered  for  prayer  and 
Bible  reading.  A  crowd  of  women  invaded  us,  while  our  col 
porteurs  and  evangelists  were  busy  out  in  the  streets.  Then  a 
crowd  of  men  came  in,  and  our  Biblewomen  went  to  the  throng 
of  women  below  the  open-air  theatre.  It  is  impossible  to  picture 
the  sea  of  upturned  faces  in  front  of  this  theatre — a  great  mass  of 
humanity  ;  but  as  we  picked  them  out  individually,  from  each 
one  came  a  word  of  greeting  and  a  readiness  of  response.  Seldom 
or  never  did  we  find  anyone  unwilling  to  converse  with  us  or 
to  receive  a  printed  Gospel." 

The  Effects  of  Colportage. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  Society's  colporteurs  in 
China  work  under  the  superintendence  of  missionaries, 
for  whom  they  serve  as  pioneers  and  aides-de-camp 
in  evangelization.  We  can  only  cite  a  few  out  of 
very  many  testimonies  to  the  practical  Christian 
efficiency  of  these  Chinese  Bible-sellers. 

Mr.  J.  Duthie,  of  Hada,  North  Chihli,  writes  thus 
of  the  results  of  colportage  in  a  certain  district : 

"  A  colporteur  worked  away  in  that  district  for  years 
without  seeing  any  definite  results  ;  but  within  the 
last  three  or  four  years  good  numbers  have  definitely 
accepted  Christ,  been  baptized,  and  received  into  fel 
lowship.  In  one  small  mountain  village  there  we  have 
some  twenty-one  Christians  in  fellowship,  and  others 
are  enquirers.  This  all  began  with  the  dissemination 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  no  one  knows  exactly  how  many 
may  yet  be  won  for  Christ  in  that  region  as  the  result." 

An  Unexpected  Testimony, 

The  Rev.  F.  Madeley,  of  the  English  Baptist  Mission, 
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Tsingchowfu,  Shantung,  emphasizes  an  aspect  of  col- 
portage  that  is  often  overlooked  : 

"  One  of  our  deacons  was  (seemingly)  apologizing  for  the 
ordinary  Church  members  not  bearing  witness  for  Christ  as  much 
as  they  should.  He  said  :  '  They  are  not  well  educated  enough 
to  preach,  and  so  they  shrink  from  preaching.  Nowadays 
village  schoolmasters  and  others  buy  the  Gospels,  and  get  a 
general  knowledge  of  their  content  ;  and  if  Church  members 
make  mistakes  in  preaching,  these  outsiders  may  ridicule  them 
So  they  shrink  from  preaching.'  An  excuse,  of  course  !  But 
what  an  indirect  and  therefore  all  the  more  genuine  testimony 
to  the  value  of  Scripture  distribution.  We  are  apt  to  be  dis 
couraged  that  more  are  not  converted  through  such  work.  But 
let  us  not  overlook  this  very  valuable  mental  preparation,  supply 
ing  knowledge  as  a  basis  on  which  the  Spirit  may  build  innumer 
able  conversions  some  day." 

The  Rev.  Watts  O.  Pye,  of  Fenchow,  Shansi,  who 
is  an  enthusiast  for  colportage,  describes  the  work  of 
Colporteur  Ching  as  follows  :  "  I  suppose  Mr.  Ching 
has  succeeded  in  winning  fifty  or  more  converts  during 
the  past  year,  and  in  spite  of  the  hard  times  he  has 
kept  his  sales  well  up." 

The  Rev.  R.  S.  Burris,  of  Nanning,  Kwangsi,  reports : 

"  Panchow  is  the  centre  of  a  very  large,  populous,  and  prosperous 
region,  of  which  its  twin  city,  Lohui,  one  mile  distant,  is  considered 
the  principal  marketing  centre.  These  two  cities  and  the  out 
lying  districts  give  exceptional  opportunity  for  colportage.  For 
thirty  miles  in  each  direction  people  from  countless  numbers 
of  villages  come  to  buy  and  sell.  On  market-days  from  10,000 
to  20,000  people  crowd  into  these  cities. 

"  Throughout  this  vast  Panchow  district  no  regular  mission 
work  had  ever  been  done  until  two  colporteurs  were  sent  to 
Panchow  to  hire  a  room,  and  to  use  the  city  as  a  base  for  regular 
colportage.  These  colporteurs  were  the  first  representatives 
of  our  Lord  in  the  district.  Three  years  later,  early  in  1920, 
a  chapel  was  opened.  No  opposition  was  met  with  ;  the  two 
colporteurs  had  so  conducted  themselves  that  the  people  could 
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see  that  the  books  they  sold  and  the  doctrine  they  taught  were 
true.  The  importance  of  the  Bible  Society's  work  cannot  be 
over-emphasized,  for  it  is  solely  through  its  efforts  that  this 
district  has  been  opened.  At  the  present  time  twenty  men 
have  been  baptized.  These  have  been  brought  to  Christ  through 
the  simple  reading  of  God's  Word  and  the  humble  testimony 
of  these  two  colporteurs.  Of  these  twenty  men,  some  are 
Government  school-professors,  sbme  are  teachers  in  private 
schools,  some  are  officials  of  smaller  villages,  while  others  are 
from  the  more  common  walks  of  life.  In  addition  to  these 
twenty  baptized,  there  are  over  twenty  more  who  are  zealous, 
intelligent  inquirers  into  the  Gospel." 

The  Book  that  tells  about  the  Dark  Valley. 

"  Pastor,"  said  one  of  our  colporteurs  to  his  super 
intendent,  the  Rev.  C.  N.  Lack,  of  the  China  Inland 
Mission  at  Yencheng,  "  I  had  a  strange  experience 
when  travelling  some  twenty  miles  south  of  here.  I 
was  going  along  with  my  barrow  of  books,  when  a 
man  on  the  road  accosted  me,  and  asked  if  I  had  foreign 
books  for  sale.  I  told  him  I  had,  and  then  he  asked 
me  if  I  had  a  book  that  tells  about  a  dark  valley  that 
all  men  have  to  pass  through,  and  of  someone  who  is 
willing  to  help  us  through  and  go  with  us  in  the  dark 
valley.  I  asked  him  where  he  had  heard  of  this  dark 
valley,  and  he  said  that  up  in  the  city  of  Yencheng  a 
few  days  ago  he  had  heard  a  foreigner  preach,  and 
he  had  told  them  all  about  it.  I  pulled  out  a  copy  of 
the  Psalms,  and  read  to  him  the  23rd  Psalm,  and  told 
him  of  Jesus  Who  is  our  Good  Shepherd.  But, 
Pastor,  another  strange  thing  happened  on  that  day. 
I  travelled  on  many  miles  until  evening,  when  another 
man  on  the  road  came  up  and  asked  me  if  I  had  a 
book  that  tells  about  a  great  king  who  lived  long, 
long  ago,  and  who  was  once  a  shepherd-boy.  I  again 
brought  out  a  copy  of  the  Psalms  and  read  to  him  the 
23rd  Psalm.  I  asked  him  where  he  had  heard  the 
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story,  and  he  replied  that  in  the  city  of  Yencheng  he 
had  heard  a  foreign  teacher  preach  about  this  king. 
Pastor,  I  thought  you  would  be  encouraged  to  go 
on,  seeing  how  interested  these  two  men  were  in  the 

preaching." 

i 

After  Many  Days. 

Dr.  J.  L.  H.  Paterson,  of  the  L.M.S.,  writes  as 
follows  from  Tsaoshih  : 

"  It  is,  of  course,  seldom  that  immediate  results 
can  be  seen  from  colportage,  but  the  work  of  years 
gone  by  often  bears  fruit  long  afterwards.  Far  from 
our  churches  there  are  hundreds  of  people  who  welcome 
the  occasional  visits  of  the  colporteur,  and  there  are 
many  among  them  who  have  cast  off  much  of  their 
heathenism  and  are  really  seeking  the  Light.  They  are 
reading  and  re-reading  the  books  they  have  bought,  and 
are  waiting  for  the  great  stimulus  that  will  force  them 
to  a  definite  break  with  the  past.  We  do  what  we  can 
to  support  these  colporteurs  in  their  labours  ;  in  prayer 
and,  where  possible,  in  companionship  and  assistance, 
many  of  our  Church  members  are  helping  them.  In 
one  little  village  where  two  years  ago  there  were  no 
Christians  at  all,  to-day  there  are  twelve  baptized 
men  and  several  catechumens.  Their  nearest  church 
is  fifteen  miles  away,  but  they  attend  it  when  the 
state  of  the  road  admits  of  travel.  Some  day  soon 
we  shall  see  a  small  building  rented  or  bought  in 
that  place  as  a  preaching-hall.  We  cannot  but  give 
thanks  and  praise  to  God  Who  has  so  blessed  the 
labours  of  the  colporteurs." 

On  the  Edge  of  Tibet. 

Tibet  remains  a  closed  country  to  European  mis 
sionaries.  Nevertheless  our  Society's  editions  of  the 
Tibetan  Scriptures  are  carried  across  the  frontiers  by 
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traders,  and  penetrate  the  snowy  fastnesses  of  this 
little-known  land.  The  China  Inland  Mission  has 
stations  near  the  Tibetan  border.  The  Rev.  J.  H. 
Edgar,  of  the  C.I.M.,  Kwanhsien,  writes  : 

"  Five  or  six  men  baptized  have  testified  to  their 
awakening  being  brought  about  by  the  reading  of 
Gospels  they  bought  from  me  or  my  colporteurs. 
During  1920  we  have  sold  over  3,000  Tibetan  Gospels, 
so  that  Kwanhsien's  claim  to  be  a  Gate  of  Tibet  is 
no  empty  title.  Men  from  unknown  centres  now  very 
often  ask  for  complete  sets  of  the  Gospels,  or  for  copies 
to  complete  their  set.  We  have  disposed  of  Tibetan 
books  to  princes  and  headmen,  and  to  abbots  and 
lamas  of  influential  lamaseries." 

A  Mountain  Valley  in  Pert*. 

Colporteur  Juan  Virgilio  sold  6,800  volumes  in  the 
mining  centres  of  Casapalca  and  Morcocha  and  the 
wide  fertile  valley  of  Huancayo.  This  valley,  over 
10,000  feet  above  sea-level,  has  one  of  the  finest  climates 
in  the  world,  and  is  the  home  of  thousands  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Incas.  A  native  of  these  regions 
himself,  Virgilio  spreads  the  Gospel  among  his  own 
people,  and  his  labours  have  been  wonderfully  blessed. 
He  writes  :  "  People  are  always  asking  me,  *  What  is 
the  Bible  ?  '  ;  and  not  a  few,  after  having  bought  the 
book,  bring  it  back,  saying  that  it  is  not  the  book 
they  thought  it  was,  and  that  I  have  fooled  them. 
Now,  when  I  enter  a  village,  I  gather  those  interested 
together  and  hold  meetings  on  three  or  four  successive 
nights,  explaining  all  the  time  what  kind  of  book  the 
Bible  is  and  what  it  teaches.  By  the  fourth  night  the 
people  have  grown  interested  in  the  book  and  have 
gained  some  idea  of  its  contents,  so  that  they  purchase 
the  Bible  most  willingly  and  heartily." 
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On  the  Caribbean  Sea* 

Cartagena,  the  most  picturesque  and  romantic  city 
of  the  Spanish  main,  still  has  a  drowsy  air  about  her, 
as  though  she  were  only  just  awake  and  striving  to 
overcome  the  sleep  of  ages.  The  city  is  still  surrounded 
by  a  stone  wall  and  a  moat,  while  the  two  principal 
elevations  are  crowned  by  a  convent  and  a  fortress, 
both  of  which  have  been  captured  and  recaptured 
again  and  again,  in  the  "  good  old  days  "  that  time 
has  covered  with  a  veil  of  romance.  The  old  Inquisition 
building  (familiar  to  all  readers  of  Westward  Ho  /) 
may  still  be  seen  ;  but  it  no  longer  inspires  terror. 
In  front  of  its  grim  walls  only  a  few  months  ago 
Colporteur  Coll  in  a  couple  of  days  disposed  of  nearly 
1,700  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

The  Migration  of  Multitudes, 

In  the  life  of  mankind  to-day  few  phenomena  are 
more  impressive  than  the  silent  movement  and  com 
mingling  of  races.  The  tides  of  migration,  which  were 
checked  during  the  war,  have  already  begun  again  to 
flow,  and  on  a  vaster  scale  than  before.  According  to 
an  article  in  The  Round  Table,  published  in  the  spring 
of  1921,  the  representatives  of  steamship  companies  in 
America  estimate  that  fifteen  million  people  in  Europe 
want  to  move  to  the  United  States.  Mr.  Caminetta, 
the  Commissioner-General  of  Immigration  for  the 
United  States,  considers  that  no  fewer  than  twenty-five 
millions  are  at  this  moment  contemplating  emigration 
from  the  Old  World.  There  has  never  been  greater 
restlessness  among  nations.  The  steerage  of  every 
great  Atlantic  steamer  going  West  appears  just  a  sea 
of  faces — part  of  a  world  movement  which  is  gradually 
effecting  changes  compared  with  which  even  what  has 
been  going  on  in  Europe  may  prove  ephemeral. 
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In  the  picturesque  words  of  General  Smuts,  "  The 
tents  have  been  struck,  and  the  great  caravan  of  human 
ity  is  once  more  on  the  march."  Already  crowds  of 
East  Indian  coolies  are  working  in  Fiji,  in  Mauritius, 
and  in  Natal ;  they  build  temples  to  Hindu  gods  in 
Demerara  and  Trinidad.  In  the  Argentine  last  year 
Asiatic  traders  bought  from  our  colporteurs  many 
volumes  of  the  Scriptures  in  Arabic  and  in  Armenian, 
while  we  supplied  Mandarin  New  Testaments  to  Chinese 
women  employed  in  Chinese  shops  at  Buenos  Ayres. 
In  the  Malay  States  there  are  nearly  half  a  million 
Tamils  and  half  a  million  Chinese.  In  New  York  City 
itself  the  official  census  proclamation  of  1920  had  to 
be  printed  in  twenty-two  languages. 

Immigrants  into  Canada* 

During  the  five  years  before  the  war  1,660,000 
immigrants  entered  Canada.  For  the  next  five  years 
the  number  sank  to  about  400,000.  Since  the  close  of 
the  war  immigration  has  revived  and  gone  forward 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  The  year  ending  March  31st, 
1920,  saw  the  arrival  of  120,000  persons ;  the  six 
months  ending  November  1st,  1920,  saw  an  influx  of 
110,000  more.  Almost  every  ship  that  docks,  every 
train  that  crosses  the  border,  is  bringing  new  citizens 
who  promise  to  be  the  vanguard  of  a  fresh  army  of 
immigration  greater  than  any  that  came  before.  The 
year  1921  should  see  all  previous  records  broken. 

Canada's  future  citizens  are  drawn  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  little  communities  of  these  polyglot 
people  can  be  found  all  over  the  country.  In  manufac 
turing,  mining,  and  shipping  centres,  in  paper  mills, 
smelting  furnaces,  steel  works,  and  railroad  shops,  we 
find  "Little  Finlands,"  "Little  Polands,"  "Little 
Russias,"  "  Little  Italys."  All  over  the  great  western 
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expanse  of  the  Prairie  Provinces  this  same  condition 
prevails.  A  recent  writer  in  The  Canadian  Monthly 
says  :  "I  recollect  an  area  in  Alberta  where,  leaving 
a  certain  town  for  a  twenty-mile  drive  to  the  Saskatche 
wan  River,  one  passes  successively  through  distinct 
colonies  of  French-Canadians  and  Americans,  Norwe 
gians  and  Swedes,  Galicians  and  Poles,  English,  Russians, 
and  negroes.  In  other  sections  of  the  country  are  to 
be  found  Dutch,  Belgians,  Danes,  Austrians,  Germans, 
and  many  hybrid  races."  Then  there  are  colonies  of 
Doukhobors  who  cling  to  their  primitive  uncouth  ways 
and  refuse  to  comply  with  the  laws  with  regard  to  the 
registration  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths ;  and 
colonies  of  Mennonites,  hedging  themselves  off  from 
the  outside  world  and  tenaciously  maintaining  the 
German  language,  even  in  their  schools.  In  British 
Columbia  there  are  settlements  of  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Hindus,  and  others.  From  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
these  many-tongued  strangers  are  taking  possession  of 
the  land. 

The  Bible  Society  has  provided  the  Scriptures  for 
Canada  in  over  a  hundred  different  languages.  Through 
its  great  Canadian  Auxiliary  it  has  placed  at  the  princi 
pal  Canadian  ports  of  entry — Halifax,  St.  John,  and 
Quebec  in  the  East,  Vancouver  and  Victoria  in  the 
West — colporteurs  and  Biblewomen  to  meet  immi 
grants  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  their  own  tongue. 
Last  year  at  Quebec  alone  68,000  Gospels  were  thus 
given  away  in  no  fewer  than  35  different  languages. 
The  Society  has  also  issued  some  forty  "  diglot 
editions  " — copies  of  the  Scriptures  with  the  English 
version  and  a  version  in  some  foreign  language  side 
by  side — for  circulation  among  these  foreign  immigrants 
in  Canada.  In  this  way  it  helps  to  Canadianize  and 
to  Christianize  them  at  the  same  time.  The  Society 
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supplies  each  section  of  the  Church  doing  missionary 
work  among  foreigners  in  Canada  with  all  the  versions 
of  the  Scriptures  needed  for  their  task. 

At  St.  John,  N.B.,  our  colporteur  reports  that  in  January 
alone  ten  vessels,  bearing  8,000  passengers,  arrived,  and  3,133 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  were  distributed  in  twenty-seven  different 
languages.  Indeed,  the  number  of  immigrants  exceeded  all 
expectations.  Here  is  a  vivid  description  of  Italians  excitedly 
begging  for  books : 

"That  1,000  Italian  Gospels  you  sent  us  went  off  quickly. 
I  have  tried  to  make  them  go  as  far  as  possible,  but  the  people 
would  chase  me  and  beg  to  get  them.  Only  to-day  I  was  down 
at  the  sheds  with  about  100  Gospels  on  hand  :  I  was  trying  to 
get  away,  for  the  Sicilian  comes  in  to-morrow,  and  I  wanted 
to  reserve  some  copies  for  her  arrival.  Suddenly  I  heard  a 
man  say  in  Italian,  '  Here  is  the  man  with  the  Gospels.'  Many 
came  pleading  and  begging  for  books.  One  lady  cried  out, 
*  Give  me  a  Gospel :  I  want  to  read  about  Jesus.'  I  walked 
down  the  shed,  but  they  ran  and  caught  me  and  led  me  back, 
and  others  came  and  pleaded  for  Gospels." 

In  Halifax  last  year  Dr.  Heine  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
the  Czecho-Slovak  soldiers — a  wonderful  army,  war-scarred, 
home-sick,  who  had  conducted  a  successful  retreat  from  the 
Ukraine  eastwards  to  Vladivostock  in  Siberia — 5,000  miles — 
with  comparatively  few  losses.  Xenophon  and  his  ten  thousand 
were  not  in  it  with  those  Czecho-Slovaks.  "  As  they  waited  to 
embark  for  Europe  we  passed  copies  of  the  Scriptures  among 
them.  They  were  very  grateful,  and  said  their  books  were  all 
worn  out.  One  man  showed  me  a  Testament  he  carried,  and 
there  was  not  a  whole  leaf  left  in  the  book.  They  were  so  glad 
to  see  the  Bible  in  their  own  tongue  again." 

The  Power  of  Printed  Propaganda, 

Lord  Askwith  was  speaking  in  Stationers'  Hall, 
London,  on  June  15th,  1921,  and  declared  propaganda 
to  be  one  of  the  greatest  forces  of  the  world.  The 
power  of  the  printing  press  in  disseminating  ideas 
is  enormous.  This  new  force  has  only  just  begun 
to  be  tapped,  and  we  must  watch  its  development. 
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For  a  hundred  years  past  the  Bible  Society  has  been 
carrying  on  Christian  propaganda  by  means  of  the 
printed  Gospel.  The  preceding  paragraphs  enable  our 
readers  to  estimate  the  development  of  this  potent 
instrument  for  furthering  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Pioneers  of  the  Armies  of  Christ, 

At  a  Bible  meeting  held  last  winter  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex,  Mr.  James  Rhoades,  well  known  as  a  poet, 
made  this  striking  comparison  : 

"  I  am  strongly  reminded  of  two  lines  of  the  poet  ^Eschylus, 
who  lived  in  the  sixth  century  before  Christ  —  lines  strangely 
reminiscent  of  that  passage  in  the  40th  chapter  of  Isaiah,  '  Every 
valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be 
made  low  ;  and  the  crooked  shall  be  made  straight,  and  the 
rough  places  plain.'  They  are  such  grand-sounding  lines  that 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote  them  : 

'  '  '  KeXevdoiroiol  irat^e  '  H<f>aicrTOv  yQova. 


which  mean,  being  interpreted,  '  The  road-making  sons  of 
Hephaistos  (the  old  Greek  fire-god)  making  tame  the  savage 
places  of  the  earth.'  It  was  by  the  aid  of  fire  that  they  were 
enabled  to  hew  down  forests  and  reclaim  the  waste  —  fire  which 
Prometheus  was  supposed  to  have  stolen  from  heaven  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind.  And  when  I  read  of  these  colporteurs  — 
these  *  the-holy-book-to-sell-run-about-men  '  —  wading  through 
swamps  and  plunging  into  pathless  jungles,  carrying  with  them 
a  more  sacred  fire  than  ^Eschylus  ever  knew  of  (though  he  was 
a  most  religious  man,  continually  insisting  on  the  omnipotence 
and  justice  of  the  Supreme  Being),  I  think  of  these  men  as  being 
the  pioneers,  the  sappers  and  miners,  of  the  armies  of  Christ, 
bearing  ever  about  with  them  the  same  marching  orders,  Pre 
pare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway 
for  our  God." 
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WHATEVER  THEIR  COLOUR 

THE  whole  experience  of  the  Bible  Society  ratifies 
the  truth  that  no  Scripture  is  of  any  private  inter 
pretation.  We  have  seen  already  how  God's  Book 
has  power  to  subdue  all  languages  to  its  service.  The 
Word  of  redemption  and  resurrection  can  speak  in 
every  idiom  of  mankind,  from  sonorous  Spanish  and 
liquid  Italian  to  guttural  Chudana  and  Quichua  and 
those  strange  dialects  of  Indo-China  which  have  been 
compared  to  the  twitterings  of  birds.  In  no  less 
universal  a  fashion  the  Divine  message  captivates 
and  renews  and  reconciles  men  of  all  races  and  colours, 
men  in  every  zone  of  climate  and  every  stage  of  civiliza 
tion.  After  all,  what  else  ought  we  to  expect  ?  Have 
we  a  single  chapter  in  the  Bible  written  by  a  European  ? 
The  real  wonder  is  that  for  so  many  centuries  Christ 
ianity  should  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  white 
peoples  of  the  world.  But  God's  impartial  love 
embraces  all  mankind  equally  ;  and  the  fact  remains, 
though  Englishmen  seldom  grasp  it,  that  mankind  is 
not  in  any  large  proportion  white. 

Year  after  year  brings  fresh  testimony  to  the  power 
of  Holy  Scripture,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  brings  home  its 
message  and  meaning  to  folk  of  all  races  and  all  classes. 
Here  we  collect  some  new  instances  which  have  reached 
the  Bible  House  from  regions  far  apart. 
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Two  years  ago  in  Burma  a  Buddhist  monk  bought  a 
farthing  Burmese  Gospel  from  our  colporteur  at  Yenang- 
yaung  ;  later,  he  obtained  the  New  Testament  from  a 
travelling  missionary  ;  now,  after  two  years'  thought 
and  study,  this  monk  is  prepared  to  discard  his  saffron- 
coloured  robe  and  receive  Christian  baptism. 

At  Tangier  a  Moorish  lad  said  to  our  depot-keeper, 
*'  I  don't  want  to  forget  what  they  taught  me  at  the 
Raymund  Lull  Orphanage  about  the  Saviour,  so  I 
have  come  to  buy  a  Gospel  "  ;  and  he  bought  St. 
Luke  in  Mogrebi  Arabic. 

In  the  interior  of  the  Argentine  a  store -keeper 
strongly  recommended  his  partner  to  purchase  a 
Spanish  Bible ;  for,  said  he,  in  tones  of  conviction 
seasoned  with  humour,  "  This  is  the  book  which  cures 
you  at  once  when  you  are  angry." 

A  missionary  at  Champa,  in  the  Central  Provinces  of 
India,  describes  how  a  sanyasi — a  Hindu  ascetic — who 
lived  not  far  distant,  had  been  guided  by  an  enthusi 
astic  Christian  preacher  to  study  the  Bible.  It  did 
not  take  him  long  to  discover  that  here  was  the  truth 
he  needed.  Soon  he  attended  Sunday  service,  and 
decided  to  become  a  Christian.  But  he  objected  to 
baptism  at  Champa,  because,  said  he,  "  I  want  to  be 
baptized  at  the  village  where  some  of  my^  chelas  (disci 
ples)  live  ;  I  want  them  to  see  and  know  that  I  have 
broken  with  my  former  life  entirely."  Accordingly 
he  was  baptized  at  his  native  village,  in  the  presence 
of  many  non-Christians.  Last  summer  he  said  to  the 
missionary,  "  What  a  wonderful  Bible  we  have,  and 
how  I  love  it  !  It  is  so  different  from  what  I  used  to 
teach  to  my  chelas." 

A  young  Japanese  met  our  colporteur  in  the  city  of 
Okayama  and  said  to  him,  "  Last  year  I  bought  a 
New  Testament  from  you,  because  you  urged  me  so 
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earnestly.  Afterwards,  I  got  into  trouble  through  bad 
company.  Then  I  read  the  book,  and  found  wonderful 
news  ;  it  seemed  to  be  written  about  my  own  life, 
and  I  gained  much  comfort.  Later  on  I  attended  a 
church,  and  now  I  am  preparing  to  be  baptized,  having 
given  my  heart  to  God.  I  wanted  very  much  to  tell 
you  how  happy  and  how  thankful  I  am."  They  knelt 
down  there  on  the  road  together,  and  gave  thanks  side 
by  side. 

A  Moslem  mullah,  who  belonged  to  Nishapur  in 
Persia,  gave  the  following  testimony  at  his  baptism  : 
"  My  grandfather  was  the  head  of  a  certain  sect  of 
Islam  at  Herat,  in  Afghanistan.  When  I  was  a  boy, 
my  father  once  took  me  to  India,  where  I  met  a  mis 
sionary  doctor  who  talked  to  me  about  his  own  faith, 
and  his  words  I  have  never  forgotten.  As  a  young 
man,  I  felt  dissatisfied  with  my  own  religion,  and 
searched  here  and  there  to  find  something  better — but 
hi  vain.  Six  years  ago  there  came  to  Nishapur  a  man 
selling  books.  He  told  me  that  I  should  read  them 
for  myself.  So  I  bought  a  large  book,  and  began  to 
read.  I  had  not  gone  far  when  I  realized  that  it  was 
for  this  that  I  had  been  looking  so  long.  It  satisfied 
the  hunger  of  my  heart ;  and  three  years  ago  I  believed 
in  Jesus  Christ." 

A  Slovene  woman  pointed  to  a  Testament  in  the 
window  of  our  depot  at  Alexandria,  making  signs 
that  she  wanted  it.  After  she  had  paid  the  price,  she 
kissed  the  book  and  cried,  "  Bravo  !  "  and  then  said, 
in  very  broken  Italian,  "  This  is  the  first  time  since 
the  war  broke  out  that  I  have  seen  the  book  in  my 
mother- tongue . ' ' 

At  Smyrna  a  Greek  soldier  was  sent  to  our  depot 
to  buy  a  New  Testament,  which  was  wanted  at  the 
city  police-court  for  cases  when  evidence  was  required 
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upon  oath.  A  month  later  the  same  soldier  came  into 
the  depot  again  for  another  Testament.  "  During  my 
spare  time,"  he  said,  "  as  I  had  nothing  else  to  do, 
I  used  to  open  the  book  at  random  and  read  it ;  but 
I  have  grown  so  interested  in  it  that  I  have  now  come 
to  get  a  copy  for  myself."  <• 

A  Bengali  Bible  woman  writes :  "A  woman  has 
been  reading  the  New  Testament  with  me  for  a  long 
time ;  we  reached  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and 
she  read  the  verse,  And  I  will  remember  your  sins  no 
more.  She  stopped,  and  clasped  her  hands,  and  with 
heartfelt  joy  exclaimed,  '  O  God,  Thy  mercy  is  bound 
less  ! '  and  continued,  '  When  I  am  reading  this  book, 
I  feel  in  my  heart  that  my  soul  and  my  body  have 
been  made  pure.' ' 

From  the  Central  Provinces  a  C.M.S.  missionary  tells 
of  a  Hindu  sadhu  who  for  many  years  has  been  seeking 
after  the  truth.  Some  time  ago  he  procured  a  Hindi 
Bible,  which  he  has  since  carefully  studied,  with  the 
result  that  he  recently  came  to  ask  for  baptism. 

The  Rev.  M.  T.  Titus,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Mission,  Moradabad,  writes  : 

"  During  last  year  a  young  Mohammedan  came  and 
asked  for  baptism.  I  examined  him  and  found  him 
quite  well  versed  in  Gospel  teaching  and  very  sincere. 
On  enquiry,  I  learned  that  he  had  first  become  acquainted 
with  Christ  through  reading  a  second-hand  copy  of 
the  New  Testament,  which  he  had  purchased  two 
years  previously  from  a  bookseller  in  Naini  Tal.  His 
mind  had  become  wonderfully  opened  by  the  leading 
Christian  truths  ;  and,  although  the  son  of  a  wealthy 
Moslem,  he  was  not  in  the  least  bigoted.  We  put  him 
on  probation  for  three  months.  At  the  close  of  that 
time  he  insisted  on  baptism,  even  though  it  meant 
that  he  would  have  to  give  up  his  home  and  future 
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prospects.  He  was  baptized  at  a  Sunday  evening 
service ;  and  although  his  parents  and  friends  were 
very  angry  at  first,  they  have  since  taken  him  back, 
and  he  is  being  used  of  God  to  sow  the  good  seed 
among  the  Mohammedans  in  a  very  difficult  city." 

A  Secret  Disciple. 

From  Rawalpindi  we  have  this  account  of  a  young 
convert  from  Islam.  He  first  became  interested  in 
Christianity  through  reading  a  New  Testament  which 
he  had  purchased  from  a  mission  worker.  He  became 
convinced  of  its  truth ;  but  fearing  the  opposition  of 
his  relatives  he  determined  to  live  as  a  Christian 
secretly,  yet  could  find  no  peace  of  heart.  One  day  he 
read  the  words,  "  No  man,  having  lighted  a  candle, 
putteth  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick ;  and 
it  giveth  light  unto  all  that  are  in  the  house."  There 
upon  he  threw  his  fears  to  the  winds,  and  decided  at 
all  costs  openly  to  confess  his  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
He  was  introduced  to  a  European  missionary,  who 
finally  baptized  him.  In  spite  of  much  persecution, 
he  has  since  witnessed  a  good  confession  for  Christ. 

A  Precious  Legacy. 

Another  young  Mohammedan  in  the  Panjab  recently 
came  requesting  to  be  baptized.  He  attributed  his 
conversion  to  reading  a  copy  of  the  Urdu  New  Testa 
ment  which  he  found  with  other  property  belonging 
to  his  father,  who  had  recently  died.  He  is  now  under 
instruction  for  baptism. 

On  the  Rand. 

Two  European  colporteurs  with  Bible-vans  spend 
their  time  among  Africans  employed  at  the  mines 
in  and  around  Johannesburg.  One  African,  who  was 
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working  at  a  distant  mine,  after  he  returned  from  a 
rest  in  his  kraal  set  out  to  find  the  Bible-van,  and 
reached  it  during  the  colporteur's  absence.  But  he 
left  the  following  message  with  the  native  assistant : 
"  In  1914  I  had  a  long  talk  with  your  '  boss  '  at  the 
Van  Rhyn  Deep,  and  that  night  I  gave  myself  over 
to  Jesus  Christ.  I  want  you  to  tell  the  white  man 
that  I  am  still  holding  to  what  he  said,  and  am  still 
trusting  in  Jesus,  Whom  I  know  more  fully  through 
the  Word."  He  then  showed  his  Bible,  which  was 
well  thumbed  and  carefully  marked. 

A  Barber  and  the  Bible. 

Colporteur  Jose  Brumat,  who  has  been  selling  the 
Scriptures  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  its  suburbs,  writes  : 
"  I  entered  a  barber's  shop  and  offered  him  a  Bible  ; 
but  he  replied,  '  Thanks  be  to  God,  I  have  one.'  When 
I  asked  how  he  obtained  the  book,  he  told  me  the 
following  story :  '  In  the  review  called  El  Mundo 
Argentina  I  read  an  announcement  recommending 
readers  to  obtain  the  Gospels  or  the  New  Testament 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ.  I 
ordered  the  Four  Gospels,  which  pleased  me  very  much  ; 
so  I  ordered  a  Testament,  which  pleased  me  equally. 
Then  I  ordered  a  complete  Bible.'  His  wife  came  up 
to  us,  and  it  was  wonderful  to  listen  to  the  simple 
testimony  of  this  couple  as  to  their  conversion  simply 
through  reading  the  Bible." 

The  Book  of  Reconciliation. 

The  following  has  reached  us  through  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Sears,  of  the  Baptist  Mission,  Pingtu,  Shantung : 

A  Chinese  mother  and  her  son  became  interested  in  the  Gospel. 
When  they  had  read  the  New  Testament  as  far  as  Matthew  vi. 
14,  15,  the  mother  was  troubled  :  on  account  of  a  quarrel  about 
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money,  she  had  not  spoken  to  her  father  for  nearly  twenty 
years.  She  put  down  the  New  Testament,  saddled  her  donkey, 
and  rode  five  miles  to  see  her  parents.  They  would  not  receive 
her,  so  she  had  to  return  home.  That  night  she  was  so  troubled 
that  she  could  not  sleep  at  all.  The  next  day  she  went  again 
to  her  old  home,  and  fell  down  on  her  face  and  sought  forgiveness. 
Her  father  would  not  see  her,  but  bade  her  mother  give  her 
something  to  eat.  She  told  her  mother  about  the  "  Jesus 
religion,"  and  returned  to  her  own  home  still  feeling  far  from 
happy.  She  must  see  her  father  and  seek  his  forgiveness.  So 
a  third  time  she  went.  This  time  she  found  her  father,  and  fell 
down  on  her  face  before  him  and  said  she  would  not  rise  until 
she  had  been  forgiven.  Her  mother  interceded  for  her,  and  her 
father  at  last  forgave  her.  There  and  then  she  told  him  all  she 
knew  about  Jesus,  and  gave  him  a  New  Testament ;  and  in 
less  than  a  year  the  father,  mother,  daughter,  and  grandson 
were  all  baptized,  and  are  now  zealous  followers  of  our  Lord. 

A  far-reaching  Result. 

The  following  account,  from  the  pen  of  the  Rev. 
H.  H.  Rowland,  of  the  American  Methodist  Episcopal 
Mission,  Changli,  tells  how  a  Chinese  Gospel  was  instru 
mental  in  bringing  light  and  life  to  its  reader,  who 
has  himself  become  the  means  of  winning  many  souls : 

"  Liu  Wen-yuan  has  been  pastor  of  our  Church  at  Chent- 
zuchen  for  fifteen  years,  and  head  of  the  circuit.  When  he  first 
went  to  this  charge,  twelve  members  greeted  him  at  the  Sunday 
service.  Now  he  preaches  often  to  more  than  two  hundred, 
and  sometimes  there  are  not  enough  seats  for  the  congregation. 

"  Over  thirty  years  ago,  he  happened  one  rainy  day  to  be  in 
the  home  of  a  friend,  sitting  on  the  brick  bed,  when  in  came  a 
little  girl  carrying  a  basket.  In  the  basket  was  a  Chinese  Gospel. 
He  asked  her  what  book  it  was,  and  she  replied,  '  A  devil 
book.'  '  Who  gave  it  to  you  ?  '  he  enquired.  '  My  grandpa,* 
was  her  reply.  '  Let  me  see  it,'  said  he,  and  she  gave  it  to  him. 
Brother  Liu  himself  tells  the  rest  of  his  story.  '  I  looked  into 
the  book,  and  soon  my  eye  caught  the  name  of  Jesus.  Now  I 
had  always  hated  that  name,  for  it  meant  evil  to  me  ;  so  on 
seeing  that,  I  gave  the  book  a  flip  and  it  landed  on  the  floor. 
As  there  was  nothing  else  to  read,  I  lay  down  and  went  to  sleep. 
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By  and  by  I  awoke,  looked  outside,  and  saw  that  it  was  still 
rainihg.  My  eye  caught  that  book  again,  lying  there  where  I 
had  tossed  it.  Not  having  anything  else  to  do,  and  being 
prompted  by  a  spirit  of  curiosity,  I  picked  it  up  and  began  to 
read  it.  I  read  of  how  Jesus  made  a  blind  man  see,  how  He 
made  a  lame  man  walk.  I  looked  for  the  miracles  He  performed, 
not  reading  much  else.  Gradually  it  dawned  upon  me  that 
these  were  not  the  works  of  a  bad  man,  but  of  a  good  man.  The 
next  Sunday  I  went  to  a  church  and  listened,  and  I  said  to 
myself,  "  This  is  a  good  religion."  I  went  again.  My  friends 
made  fun  of  me,  so  I  stopped  going.  But,  by  and  by,  I  went 
again.  I  got  a  Bible  and  began  to  read  it  through.  I  said  to 
the  preacher,  "  I'll  read  this  through  and  understand  it  all 
first,  then  I'll  be  a  Christian."  He  said,  "  You'll  never  get 
through  reading  it."  And  I  haven't,  for  it  grows  more  inter 
esting  as  the  years  go  past.  Soon  after  that,  I  gave  myself  to 
Jesus,  and  have  been  serving  Him  ever  since.  The  joy  of 
letting  Him  work  His  will  through  me  is  an  unspeakable  joy, 
and,  better  still,  an  ever-increasing  joy.' 

"  What  clearer  proof  could  one  desire  of  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  using  the  printed  Word  to  bear  fruit  in  the 
human  heart  ?  A  hundredfold  is  too  low  an  estimate  for  the 
result." 

A  Young  Zoroastrian. 

From  Teheran  our  secretary,  Mr.  Hope,  sends  this 
touching  letter  received  from  a  young  Persian,  who 
describes  how  he  "  came  to  know  the  truth  "  through 
our  colporteur  in  the  city  of  Kerman  : 

"  To  the  honourable  chief  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society.  May  my  body  and  soul  be  his  sacrifice  [this  is  a  Persian 
way  of  expressing  readiness  to  be  of  service],  and  may  his 
strength  continue  !  After  immeasurable  gratitude  to  the  only 
Son  of  God  the  Highest,  Who  expressed  the  truth  like  the  rings 
of  a  chain  which  no  religion  has  had  or  will  have  the  power  to 
break,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  am  a  humble  Zoroastrian,  eighteen 
years  old,  and  of  the  city  of  Kerman.  From  the  time  I  was 
fifteen  years  old  till  one  month  ago  I  was  busy  seeking  to  find 
the  truth  in  other  religions,  and  with  many  people  I  had  frequent 
conversations  ;  but  none  of  those  with  whom  I  spoke  could 
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justly  make  known  the  truth,  and  when  I  did  not  find  the  truth 
in  any  of  them  I  was  without  a  religion.  But  God  knew  my 
heart,  that  I  was  seeking  after  the  truth  ;  therefore  He  helped 
me  and  willed  that  I  should  have  the  knowledge  of  His  only 
Son — Who  came  into  the  world,  and  Whom  I  did  not  know 
nor  have  I  seen — so  that  my  eyes  are  opened  and  my  heart  is 
lightened  with  His  light  and  my  dead  soul  changed  by  His 
life-giving  Spirit.  After  this  manner  came  I  to  know  the  truth. 
I  met  a  spiritual  man  who  possessed  the  truth.  He  is  a  seller 
of  Holy  Scriptures.  I  saw  and  heard  how  with  great  love  he 
spoke  to  the  people,  so  that  two  brothers  are  not  seen  to  speak 
with  such  love.  I  bought  a  book  from  him,  which  I  read  ;  and 
I  asked  him  questions,  which  he  answered  sincerely  and  without 
religious  bias.  For  several  days  I  spoke  with  him,  during  which 
.time  many  came  to  buy  the  Scriptures.  I  found  in  him  a 
spirit  of  love  which  I  had  not  found  in  any  of  the  people  of 
Kerman.  After  conversations  my  heart  opened  to  the  truth. 
I  asked  his  name  and  work.  He  replied, '  My  name  is  Hovhannes 
Shahijanian,  and  I  am  an  agent  of  a  spiritual  Society  which 
seeks  to  guide  men  to  God  by  making  known  the  truth  to  those 
who  are  in  darkness.'  After  hearing  and  accepting  the  truth, 
God  is  my  witness  that  my  love  for  such  a  Society  and  its  servant 
grows,  and  often  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy  fall  from  my  eyes. 
Christ  knows  how  much  I  thank  and  praise  Him,  and  pray  for 
the  good  success  of  His  work.  The  pen  cannot  describe  nor 
the  tongue  express  my  thanks.  As  a  token  of  my  love  I  give 
the  humble  gift  of  50  krans  (=£1)  to  the  Society,  and  it  would 
be  little  even  if  I  gave  myself  to  this  work.  If  I  had  not  my 
work  as  a  merchant,  I  should  love  to  render  work  to  the  Society  ; 
but  I  will  await  to  learn  what  His  will  for  me  is.  I  ask  God 
to  bless  the  work  of  this  Society,  Amen  and  Amen. 

"  SOROOSHIAB  KHUDADAD  KEHOSRO." 


The  Pope  and  the  Gospel. 

We  can  fortify  the  argument  implicit  in  these  testi 
monies  by  words  which  come  from  the  Vatican  itself. 
At  Christmas,  1920,  His  Holiness  Benedict  XV  received 
an  address  which  was  read  to  him  by  Cardinal  Vannu- 
telli  on  behalf  of  the  College  of  Cardinals.  In  his  reply, 
after  alluding  to  the  five  plagues  which  afflict  our 
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age — 'denial  of  authority,  hatred  between  brethren, 
mania  for  pleasure,  distaste  for  work,  forgetfulness 
of  the  supernatural — the  Pope  proceeded  to  point  to 
the  only  remedy  : 

"  In  vain  nations  and  people  endeavour  to  restore  conditions, 
if  they  do  not  remember  what  is  written  in  the  Sacred  Books 
that  it  is  a  vain  hope  to  rebuild  where  the  Lord  is  not  called 
upon  to  co-operate  in  the  reconstruction  ;  and  it  is  therefore 
the  mission  of  the  Pope  to  remind  society  of  that  admonition 
at  the  present  grave  moment.  The  sole  remedy  is  in  a  return 
to  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  Let  individuals  and  peoples,  impatient 
of  discipline  and  subjection,  return  to  the  Gospel,  because  from 
God  is  all  power.  Let  them  return  to  the  Gospel,  and  from  it 
learn  to  return  to  brotherly  love.  Let  the  peoples  return  to 
the  Gospel,  and  find  again  that  simplicity  of  custom  and  that 
virtue  without  which  neither  individual  good  nor  family  peace 
nor  social  progress  can  reign  on  earth.  The  Gospel  is  the  record 
of  the  transformation  worked  by  Christ  in  humanity,  and  so 
it  alone  can  lead  to  real  and  efficacious  reform  in  society.  In 
a  return  to  the  Gospel,  therefore,  we  shall  see  the  confirmation 
of  that  which  is  written  in  the  Sacred  Books,  namely,  that  health 
can  come  from  nowhere  else.  The  invitation  to  return  to  the 
Gospel  constitutes  the  task  which  lies  upon  us  at  this  moment, 
and  towards  its  accomplishment  we  wish  to  co-operate  with  all 
our  strength." 

To  commemorate  the  fifteenth  centenary  of  the  death 
of  St.  Jerome,  the  Pope  issued  on  September  15th, 
1920,  a  lengthy  Encyclical  Letter  on  "  St.  Jerome 
and  Holy  Scripture."  This  document  sets  forth  St. 
Jerome's  teaching  as  to  the  inspiration  and  authority 
of  the  Bible,  in  contrast  with  certain  modern  views, 
which  are  condemned ;  and  it  concludes  with  the 
following  sentence,  which  we  quote  from  the  author 
ised  English  translation :  "  Our  one  desire  for  all 
the  Church's  children  is  that,  being  saturated  with 
the  Bible,  they  may  arrive  at  the  all-surpassing 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ." 
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WHATEVER  THEIR  POVERTY 

THE  great  war  with  its  aftermath  has  impoverished 
all  civilized  nations.  Poverty,  indeed,  is  a  relative 
term.  What  it  means  to  you  depends  in  part  on 
your  average  standard  of  living.  The  hard  times  which 
English  people  are  enduring  now  cannot  be  compared 
with  the  hunger  and  misery  of  a  hundred  years  ago, 
when  in  towns  and  villages  alike  labouring  folk  were 
ground  down  under  the  effects  of  the  Enclosure  Acts 
and  the  Corn  Laws  and  the  Industrial  Revolution. 
Moreover,  we  have  learnt  by  experience  that  the  value 
of  money  varies  enormously.  Wages,  for  example, 
which  would  spell  starvation  to  a  factory  worker  in 
Lancashire  may  spell  luxury  to  a  factory  worker  in 
Japan.  Still,  on  the  whole,  speaking  broadly  and 
judging  by  the  standard  of  things  seven  years  ago,  most 
ordinary  men  feel  that  they  are  a  good  deal  worse 
off.  And  if  this  be  true  in  our  own  country,  it  is 
far  more  true  in  lands  ravaged  by  invasion  and 
convulsed  by  revolution.  Multitudes  of  mankind 
always  live  on  the  brink  of  what  we  should  call 
poverty.  Even  in  normal  times  Englishmen  can 
hardly  realize  how  scanty  is  the  subsistence  of  vast 
populations,  how  narrow  is  the  margin  which  separates 
Chinese  coolies  and  Indian  ryots  from  famine. 

In  the  preceding  pages  we  have  urged  that  there 
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is  only  one  remedy  for  human  bitterness.  Giovanni 
Papini,  who  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  Italian  men 
of  letters,  puts  this  point  with  telling  force  : 

"  It  is  not  enough  to  change  laws  and  forms  of  government. 
All  the  evils  from  which  we  are  suffering  come  not  from  outside, 
but  from  within.  ...  To  change  the  whole  face  of  the  earth 
will  be  nothing,  will  help  nothing,  unless  the  soul  of  every  one 
of  us  be  renewed,  re-made,  purified.  There  is  a  guide  whence 
we  might  even  to-day  derive  some  of  the  principles  to  which 
we  must  perforce  return  if  we  do  not  wish  to  perish  in  despair. 
It  is  a  small  volume,  divided  into  four  little  books,  which  was 
written  eighteen  or  nineteen  centuries  ago.  Everybody  knows 
it,  many  read  it,  nobody  follows  it.  It  is  called  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

Year  by  year  the  Bible  Society  goes  on  fulfilling  its 
mission — to  place  the  New  Testament  in  his  own 
tongue  within  reach  of  every  man  who  can  read,  what 
ever  be  his  colour  and  his  country,  wherever  he  makes 
his  home,  and  however  poor  may  be  his  lot. 

In  truth  the  Society  exists  for  the  sake  of  the  poor 
of  this  world.  But  it  has  never  made  a  practice  of 
giving  its  books  away  broadcast.  The  most  experi 
enced  and  successful  Christian  teachers,  at  home  and 
abroad,  are  practically  agreed  that  to  sell  copies  at 
low  or  nominal  prices  produces  far  more  effective 
and  enduring  results.  Because,  human  nature  being 
what  it  is,  people  everywhere — white  men  and  brown 
men,  yellow  men  and  black  men — are  more  apt  to  read 
and  preserve  a  book  which  they  have  paid  even  a 
small  coin  to  secure.  The  great  bulk  of  the  Society's 
books  are  cheap,  popular  editions ;  and  the  prices 
charged  for  these  in  any  country  are  fixed,  not  by  what 
the  books  cost  to  produce  and  distribute,  but  by  what 
the  humblest  class  of  readers  in  that  country  can 
afford  to  pay.  Moreover,  each  of  the  Society's  agents 
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and  colporteurs,  whenever  he  finds  any  penniless 
person  who  really  desires  a  copy,  has  instructions  to 
present  the  book  to  him  as  a  gift.  And  in  all  cases 
of  exceptional  destitution — for  the  sick  in  hospitals, 
for  criminals  in  prisons,  for  children  in  orphanages, 
for  provinces  smitten  with  famine  or  pestilence — the 
Society  at  once  relaxes  its  normal  rule,  and  gives  the 
Scriptures  freely  and  generously  to  those  who  so  sorely 
need  consolation. 

We  can  only  quote  a  very  few  instances  to  illustrate  the  range 
of  the  Society's  recent  gifts. 

Among  Spanish  soldiers  about  to  embark  for  Morocco,  4,000 
Gospels  have  been  given  away. 

For  the  sailors  of  many  races  who  visit  Buenos  Ayres,  1,600 
books  were  granted  to  the  Victoria  Sailors'  Home  at  that  great 
seaport. 

When  the  cruiser  General  Korniloff  lay  off  Bizerta,  on  the  coast 
of  Tunis,  it  was  crowded  with  2,000  Russian  marines  and  5,000 
civilians  from  the  Crimea,  nearly  all  of  them  in  a  destitute 
condition.  A  grant  of  1,000  Russian  New  Testaments  was  sent 
for  free  distribution  among  these  refugees. 

Other  Russian  refugees  have  found  asylum  in  Egypt.  In  a 
great  camp  at  Tel-el-Kebir  some  2,000  men,  women  and 
children  are  being  cared  for.  Most  of  these  Russians  are  able 
to  read  ;  so  at  the  request  of  the  officer  in  command  our  Society 
made  them  a  free  grant  of  400  Russian  Testaments  and  Gospels. 

Students  at  theological  and  missionary  colleges  who  needed 
such  help  received  last  year  650  volumes — Old  Testaments  in 
Hebrew  and  New  Testaments  in  Greek  and  Latin.  These 
included  books  for  Polish  students  at  Warsaw  and  for  negro 
students  in  West  Africa.  At  Vienna  100  German  Bibles 
have  lately  been  given  to  members  of  the  Student  Christian 
Movement.  A  letter  of  gratitude  for  Greek  Testaments,  bearing 
twenty-five  signatures,  was  received  last  year  from  students  in 
a  Jesuit  seminary  in  the  Argentine. 

The  Universities  of  India,  with  their  affiliated  colleges,  contain 
over  40,000  students.  The  Society  offers  to  present  to  each 
man,  when  he  enters  college,  a,  copy  of  the  Four  Gospels  and 
Acts  in  English  ;  half-way  through  his  course  he  is  offered 
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an  English  New  Testament ;  and  when  he  has  graduated,  the 
Society  endeavours  to  arrange  that  he  shall  go  forth  with 
the  English  Bible  in  his  hands.  During  1920  about  12,000 
volumes  were  thus  personally  accepted  as  gifts  by  the  students  of 
India.  Similar  gifts  are  offered  for  University  graduates  in 
China. 

Poor,  yet  making  many  rich. 

The  Bible  Society,  however,  finds  itself  impoverished 
and  in  straits,  not  because  of  its  special  gifts,  but 
because  of  the  cost  of  its  normal  mission.  Amid  the 
present  distress  of  nations,  and  by  reason  of  its  efforts 
to  cope  with  unexampled  demands  for  the  Scriptures, 
the  Society  is  passing  through  severe  financial  strain. 
Every  item  of  its  working  expenses  has  immensely 
increased.  It  must  spend  far  more  than  ever  before 
to  provide  a  living  wage  for  its  agents  and  colporteurs, 
and  to  defray  the  transport  and  freight  and  insurance 
of  its  books  sent  to  distant  lands.  More  serious  still 
is  the  increased  cost  of  the  books  which  it  exists  to 
circulate.  To-day  it  has  to  pay  often  three  or  four 
times  as  much  to  produce  its  huge  popular  editions 
as  it  paid  before  the  war.  Seven  years  ago  its  cheapest 
English  Bible  was  priced  at  6d.,  and  the  Society  (without 
reckoning  any  of  its  establishment  expenses)  lost  a 
little  more  than  Id.  on  each  copy  ;  to-day  the  catalogue 
price  of  the  same  Bible  is  2s.,  but  the  loss  on  each  copy 
is  6d.'  This  only  illustrates  what  has  taken  place  in 
hundreds  of  editions  in  many  languages.  The  Yoruba 
Bible  formerly  cost  less  than  Is.  to  produce.  To-day 
the  same  Bible  is  costing  3s.  4d.,  and  it  is  sold 
throughout  Nigeria  for  2s.  6d.  Last  year  23,000  of 
these  Bibles  went  out  to  West  Africa.  Our  cheapest 
Chinese  New  Testament — in  the  Mandarin  version — is 
now  sold  all  over  China  for  l£d.  a  copy,  although  its 
paper  and  printing  alone  are  costing  6d.  In  many 
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European  countries  our  vernacular  Bibles,  which  are  sold 
for  much  less  than  they  cost,  are  paid  for  in  currency 
so  depreciated  that  the  proceeds  when  transferred  to 
England  yield  a  mere  fraction  of  the  Society's  original 
outlay.  Yet  any  attempt  to  place  the  distribution  of 
the  Scriptures  on  a  merely  commercial  basis  would 
grievously  hinder  their  circulation.  The  Society  is 
in  honour  bound  to  keep  its  popular  editions  so 
cheap  that  poor  men  in  all  countries  can  afford  to 
obtain  God's  Book.  By  vigilant  business  administra 
tion  the  whole  work  is  being  carried  on  as  economi 
cally  as  possible.  But  the  Society  is  now  losing  far 
more  heavily  on  its  editions  than  it  used  to  lose 
seven  years  ago. 

The  financial  position  of  the  Society  will  be  found 
summarized  in  the  Appendix  to  this  volume.  Here 
it  must  suffice  to  say  briefly  that  during  the  year  ending 
on  March  31st,  1921,  the  total  expenditure  rose  to  the 
unprecedented  figure  of  £492,000  ;  while  the  income 
(though  this  had  steadily  grown)  only  amounted  to 
£376,000.  The  difference  of  £116,000  was  partly  met 
by  using  £92,000  of  special  funds,  much  of  which 
had  been  allocated  for  that  purpose  ;  but  the  Society's 
reserves  have  been  thereby  most  seriously  depleted, 
and  even  then  there  remained  a  deficit  of  £24,000. 

In  this  grave  emergency  the  Committee  are  faced  by 
two  alternatives.  They  must  either  materially  curtail 
the  Society's  operations;  or  they  must  at  once  very 
largely  increase  its  annual  income. 

For  the  Society  to  cut  down  its  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  would  be  a  calamitous  policy.  Churches 
and  missions  largely  depend  upon  the  Society  for  their 
supplies  ;  and  unless  those  supplies  are  maintained, 
Christian  enterprise  as  a  whole  will  be  seriously 
crippled.  Surely,  in  a  world  so  full  of  evil  and  bitter- 

82 


WHATEVER  THEIR  POVERTY 

ness  and  confusion,  this  is  not  the  time  for  reducing 
the  circulation  of  the  Word  of  God.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  earnestly  appeal  to  their  friends  everywhere 
to  join  with  them  in  RAISING  THE  SOCIETY'S  INCOME 

BY  £75,000  ABOVE   THAT  RECEIVED    LAST  YEAR. 

We  most  earnestly  plead  with  all  readers  and  lovers 
of  God's  Book,  at  home  and  abroad,  for  help  in  these 
hard  times.  Many  of  the  Society's  old  and  faithful 
friends  will  make  a  special  effort  to  do  more  than 
they  have  done  hitherto.  But  what  we  want  most 
of  all  is  to  enlist  a  multitude  of  fresh  subscribers.  A 
campaign  to  obtain  new  subscriptions  is  being  set  on 
foot  among  the  Society's  battalions  of  collectors  both 
in  England  and  beyond  the  seas.  A  few  generous  mem 
bers  of  the  Committee  have  promised  that  for  this 
present  year  they  will  double  each  new  subscription, 
and  also  double  each  increase  on  an  old  subscription, 
up  to  the  amount  of  £8,000.  Though  so  many  of  us 
feel  straitened  and  overtaxed,  really  poorer  than  we 
used  to  be,  every  Christian  who  cares  about  the  Bible 
can  make  some  sacrifice  for  this  sacred  cause. 

We  have  faith  that  the  Auxiliaries  and  supporters 
of  the  Society  in  all  lands  will  unite  in  responding  to 
its  appeal — so  that  the  Society  be  not  hindered  in 
providing  the  Scriptures  for  those  who  need  them  to-day 
more  than  ever.  Above  all,  we  ask  for  very  earnest 
prayer  that  the  necessary  new  income  may  be  forth 
coming,  and  that  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  the 
Word  of  God  may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified. 
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CANON  PELHAM. 

The  BISHOP  of  WORCESTER. 

G.  A.  KING,  Esq. 

Sir  J.  D.  McCLURE,  LL.D. 

1915.  The    ARCHBISHOP    of    PERTH. 
The  BISHOP  of  LICHFIELD. 
Sir  M.  E.  SADLER,  C.B. 

Sir  WILLIAM    MACKWORTH     YOUNQ, 
K. C.S.I. 

1916.  The  BISHOP  of  CHELMSFORD. 
BISHOP  TUGWELL,  D.D. 

Sir  CHARLES  C.  WAKEFIELD. 

Rev.  J.  R.  GILLIES,  D.D. 

Dr.  EUGENE  STOCK. 

Rev.  PRINCIPAL  W.  B.  8ELBIE,  D.D. 

Prof.  A.  8.  PEAKE,  D.D. 

JOHN  MOORE  GRIFFITHS,  Esq. 

1917.  The  BISHOP  of  SALISBURY. 
General  BRAMWELL  BOOTH. 
Major  DAVID  DA  VIES,  M.P 

Rev.  JOHN  CLIFFORD.  D.D.,  C.H. 
The  BISHOP  of  SHEFFIELD. 
JOHN  RIGBY,  Esq. 
Rev.  J.  H.  JOWETT,  D.D. 
JAMES  B.  NICHOLSON,  Esq. 

1918.  Rev.  ARTHUR  TAYLOR. 

The    Rt.    Hon.    Sir    GILBERT    PARKER, 

Bart.,  M.P. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  JOHN  HODGE,  M.P. 
LORD  SHAW  of  Dunfermline. 
The  BISHOP  of  BRISTOL. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  CHADWICK. 

1919.  FIELD-MARSHAL  EARL  HAIG  of 

Bemersyde,  O.M.,  K.T. 
The  BISHOP  of  80DOR  AND  MAN. 
Rev.  J.  M.  SIMMS,  D.D.,  C.B.,  C.M.G. 
LORD  MARSHALL,  K.C.V.O. 
BISHOP  KING,  D.D. 
Rev.  W.  T.  A.  BARBER,  D.D. 
The  BISHOP  of  ST.  EDMUND8BURY  and 

IPSWICH. 

The  BISHOP  of  UGANDA. 
Sir  CHARLES  STEWART  ADDIS. 
E.  J.  8EWELL,  Esq. 

1920.  The  BISHOP  of  PETERBOROUGH. 
Rev.  R.  C.  GILLIE. 

Colonel   Sir    ROBERT   WILLIAMS.    Bart., 

M.P. 

Rev.  Prof.  J.  DU  PLESSI8. 
The  BISHOP  of  CALCUTTA. 
T.  REAVELEY  GLOVER,  Esq.,  LL.D. 
The  ARCHBISHOP  of  SYDNEY. 
Rev.  PRINCIPAL  A.  E.  GARVIE,  D.D. 
Sir  ALFRED  PEARCE  GOULD,  K.C.V.O. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  LORD  ROBERT  CECIL,  M.P. 
Rev.   H.  A.  RAYNES. 
W.  MALLINSON.  Esq. 

1921.  The  BISHOP  of  BRADFORD. 

Sir  FRANK  W.  DYSON,  LL.D.,  F.R.S., 

Astronomer  Royal. 
The  BISHOP  in  JERUSALEM. 
Sir  HENRY  HOLLOWAY. 
Rev.  CHARLES  W.  GORDON,  D.D. 
G.  T.  ORO8FIELD,  Esq. 
STEPHEN  J.  MENZIE8,  Esq. 
ROBERT  WHYTE,  Esy. 
March  31st,  1921. 
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Treasurer : 
CHAELKS  FINCH  FOSTER,  Esq. 


Chairman  of  Committee : 
WILLIAMSON  LAMPLOUGH,  Esq. 


Committee : 

Elected  May  4th,  1921. 
The  dates  indicate  when  members  first  joined  the  Committee. 


D.  L.  von  Braun,  Esq.  .  .  1918 
W.  van  0.  Bruyn,  Esq.  .  .  1906 
John  Chown,  Esq.           .  .  1920 
Sir  John  G.  Gumming, 

K.C.I.E.,  C.S.I.          .  .  1921 

James  Dewar,  Esq.          .  .  1921 

Col.  D.  F.  Douglas-Jones  .  1905 

C.  A.  Flint,  Esq.     .        .  .  1904 

Alexander  Glegg,  Esq.    .  .  1919 

H.  Lance  Gray,  Esq.      .  .  1906 

Ernest  Gripper,  Esq.      .  .  1918 

M.  Gutteridge,  Esq.        .  .  1908 

Melville  J.  Hardcastle,  Esq.  .  1919 

W.  van  Hasselt,  Esq.      .  .  1920 
Major-Gen.  E.  Owen  Hay.C.B.  1914 

E.  G.  Highton,  Esq.  .  1920 
The  Master  of  Kinnaird  .  .  1921 
Christian  H.  Kragh,  Esq. 

Lieut. -Col.  G.  Mackinlay 
The    Committee    meet 


at 


1914 
1913 
the 


Arthur  Mercer,  Esq. 
E.  B.  P.  Moon,  Esq. 

A.  W.  Oke,  Esq.       . 
Sir  Charles  J.  Owens 

B.  B.  Parkinson,  Esq.     . 
Harold  W.  Payne,  Esq.  . 
Major  H.  Pelham-Burn 
W.  H.  Poate,  Esq. 
Major- General   Sir  G.    K. 

Scott-Moncrieff,  K.C.B. 
•Colonel  E.  S.  Skinner  . 
Dr.  B.  T.  Smith      . 
James  Steel,  Esq.   . 
Charles  F.  Sutton,  Esq. 
Sir  Charles  J.  Tarring     . 
Axel  Welin,  Esq.  . 
I.  P.  Werner,  Esq. 
George  Wilson,  Esq. 
Enos  Young,  Esq. 
Bible    House,    146,    Queen 


.  1918 
.  1903 
.  1914 
.  1915 
.  1911 
.  1907 
.  1907 
.  1884 
.  1920 
.  1919 
Victoria 


Street,  E.G.,  as  a  rule,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  every  Month, 
at  Half-past  Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  oftener,  as  business  may  require. 

Secretaries  : 

Bev.  JOHNH.  BITSON,  M.A.,D.D.,1893  |  Bav.  S.  NOWELL-BOSTBON,  M.A.,1918 
Translating  \ 

&  Editorial  [Bev.  B.  KILGOUB,  D.D.,  Editorial  Superintendent.        .  1909 
Department.  ) 


ra^t  I  ^'ev' 


[.  DARLOW,  M.A.,  Literary  Superintendent      .  1898 


1921 
1909 

1912 


1883 


D        tment 

Home  )  Bev.  A.  D.  KENWOOD,  M.A.,  Home  Superintendent 

Department.  )  Miss  EDMUNDS,  Assistant      ..... 

D^artment  }  Mr'  GEOBGE  COWAN,  Publishing  Superintendent  . 

Accountant  :  Collector  : 

Mr.  A.  BUCHANAN  .        .        .  1911  |  Mr.  GEO.  B.  POOLS 
Auditors  :  Messrs.  J.  AND  A.  W.  SULLY  &  Co. 

Honorary  Solicitors  : 
Messrs.  COWARD  &  HAWKSLEY,  SONS  &  CHANCE,  30,  Mincing  Lane,  E.G. 

Bankers  : 

THE  BANK  OP  ENGLAND,  Threadneedle  Street,  E.G.  2,  and 

WILLIAMS  DEACON'S  BANK,  Ltd.,  20,  Birchin  Lane,  E.G.  3. 

The  dates  indicate  the  year  of  appointment. 

*  Deceased  since  March  31«t,  1921. 
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Representatives  Abroad. 

Rev.  E.  W.  SMITH,  2,  Maison  Dieu  Road,  Dover,  Secretary  for 
Western  Europe. 

Monsieur  A.  L.  VASSEUR,  58,  Rue  de  Clichy,  Paris,  Superin 
tendent  for  France  and  Belgium. 

Rev.  Dr.  ENRICO  PONS,  25,  Palazzo  Assicur.  Gen.,  Piazza 
Venezia,  Rome,  Superintendent  for  Italy. 

Sefior  A.  ARATJJO,  2  y  4,  Flor  Alia,  Madrid,  Superintendent 
for  Spain. 

Mr.  R.  MORETON,  Pra$a  de  Luiz  de  Camoes  20,  Lisbon, 
Superintendent  for  Portugal. 

(Not  yet  appointed)  Secretary  for  Central  Europe. 

Herr  A.  HARTKOPF,  31,  Bernburger  Strasse,  Berlin,  Superin 
tendent  for  Germany  and  Austria. 

Mr.  F.  THOMASKO,  4,  Deakplatz,  Budapest,  Superintendent 
for  Hungary. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  ENHOLC,  Hortensia  3,  Warsaw,  Superin 
tendent  for  Poland. 

Colporteur  J.  SPACEK,  Soukenickd  ul.  No.  15,  Prague  II, 
Czecho-Slovakia. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILES,  M.A.,  25,  Pop  Lukina  Ulica,  Belgrade,  Secretary 
for  South-East  Europe. 

Mr.  VELIMIR  JEREMITCH,  25,  Pop  Lukina  Ulica,  Belgrade, 
Depositary  for  Jugo-Slavia. 

Mr.  J.  KLEIN,  Strada  Robert  de  Flers,  fosta  Surorilor  No.  18, 
Bucharest,  Superintendent  for  Rumania. 

Rev.  IVAN  GANTCHEFF,  Ulica  "  6  September,"  No.  13,  Varna, 
Superintendent  for  Bulgaria. 

Mr.  A.  L.  HAIG,  Assistant  Secretary,  10,  Tunnel  Passage, 
Pera,  Constantinople. 

Mr.  P.  J.  SIRINIDES,  2,  Philhellene  Street,  Athens,  Superin 
tendent  for  Greece. 

Mr.  ATHANASE  SINAS,  Korytza,  Depositary  for  Albania. 

Mr.  E.  MISAELIDES,  Depositary,  'Smyrna. 

Mr.  WALTER  DAVIDSON,  Secretary  for  North-East  Europe. 

Mr.    H.    BERGQVIST,    Depositary,    6    Sjomansgatan,    Helsingfors, 

Finland. 

Colporteur  J.  AUNWERDT,  Dorpat,  Esthonia. 
Pastor  E.  BERG,  Depositary,  Riga,  Latvia. 
Colporteur  A.   NEYMANN,   Depositary,    12,   EkaterinhoJ  Prospect, 

Petrograd. 
Mr.  B.  BJELOUSOFF,  Depositary,  Chita,  Siberia. 

Mr.  C.  T.  HOOPER,  Bible  House,  Port  Said,  Secretary  for  Egypt. 

Mr.  ATHANASIAN,  Sub-agent. 

Mr.  A.  O.  NEVE,  Depositary,  Bible  House,  Jerusalem. 

Mr.  G.  H.  VINALL,  Depositary,  Beirut. 

Mr.  T.  P.  BEVAN,  Sub-agent,  Adis  Ababa,  Abyssinia. 
Mr.  W.  J.  W.  ROOME,  B.F.B.S.,  P.O.  Box  145,  Kampala,  Secretary 
for  East  Central  Africa. 
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Representatives  Abroad  (continued}. 

Mr.  R.  G.  STEVEN,  Rue  de  Fez,  Tangier,  Secretary  for  North  Africa. 
Monsieur    CHAS.     BONNET,    43,    Rue    d'lsly,    Algiers,    Superin 
tendent  for  Algeria. 
Rev.    A.   W.    BANFIELD,   P.O.    Box    78,    Lagos,    Secretary   for   West 

Africa. 
Rev.    D.    S.   B.   JOUBERT,   B.A.,   B.D.,   P.O.    Box  215,   Cape   Town, 

Secretary  for  the  Cape  Province. 
Mr.  W.  WATTS,  Assistant  at  Cape  Town. 
Rev.    GEORGE    LOWE,    P.O.    Box    639,    Johannesburg,    Secretary    for 

Central  South  Africa  and  Natal. 
Mr.  H.  L.  POTGIETER,  Assistant  at  Johannesburg. 
Mr.  A.  L.  HOPE,  B.F.B.S.,  Hassanabad,  Teheran,  Secretary  for  Persia. 
Mr.     GEORGE     MACKERTICH,     Julfa,     Ispahan,     Sub -agent     for 

Persia. 
Mr.    W.    H.    CUMMIN,    21,   Serai   Street,    Bagdad,    Sub-agent   for 

Mesopotamia. 
Rev.   A.   W.   YOUNG,   23,   Chowringhee  Road,    Calcutta,    Secretary   at 

Calcutta. 

Rev.  W.  J.  MOWLL,  Relief  Secretary. 

Mr.  R.  A.  ADAMS,  170,  Hornby  Road,  Bombay,  Secretary  at  Bombay. 
Rev.    W.    E.    H.    ORGANE,    B.A.,    B.D.,    P.O.    Box    502,    Madras, 

Secretary  at  Madras. 
Rev.    F.    GOODWILL,    B.F.B.S.,    St.    Mark's    Road,    Bangalore,    Hon. 

Secretary  at  Bangalore. 
Mr.    A.    E.    BUTLER,    16,    Thornhill   Road,    Allahabad,    Secretary   for 

North  India. 
Mr.    W.    H.    L.    CHURCH,    Bible    Depot,    Anarkali    Street,    Lahore, 

Secretary  for  the  Pan  jab. 
Rev.  W.  SHERRATT,   19,  Sule  Pagoda  Road,  Rangoon,  Secretary  for 

Burma. 
Mr.   T.    GRACIE,   Bible  House,  *Union  Place,   Colombo,    Secretary   for 

Ceylon. 
Mr.    B.    PURDY,    17-2    Armenian    Street,    Singapore,    Secretary    for 

Malaya. 

Mr.  P.  PENNINGA,  Bandeong,  Java,  Sub-agent. 
Rev.  W.  H.  WILLIAMS,  Bible  House,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Federated 

Malay  States,  Sub-agent. 
Rev.  G.  H.  BONDFIELD,  D.D.,  Hongkong  Road,  Shanghai,  Secretary 

for  China. 

Mr.  T.  D.  BEGG,  Assistant  at  Shanghai. 
Mr.  U.  BRINER,  Assistant  at  Shanghai. 
Rev.  TILDEN  ELDRIDGE,  Assistant  at  Shanghai. 
Mr.  G.  A.  -ANDERSON,  Mukden,  Sub-agent  for  Manchuria. 
Mr.  A.  F.  ALMBLAD,  Kalgan,  Sub-agent  for  Mongolia. 
Mr.  J.  J.  TOOP,  Tientsin,  Sub-agent  for  Chihli,  etc. 
Rev.  A.  H.  FISHEB,  Tsinanfu,  Sub-agent  for  Shantung. 
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Representatives  Abroad  (continued). 

Mr.  G.  M.  FRANCK,  Chengtu,  Sub-agent  for  Szechwan.  etc. 
Rev.  R.  J.  GOULD,  Hankow,  Sub-agent  for  Central  China. 
Rev.  H.  O.  T.  BURKWALL,  Canton,  Sub-agent  for  Kwangsi 

and  N.  and  E.  Kwangtung. 
Rev.    H.    E.    ANDERSON,    Hongkong,    Sub-agent    for    Hongkong 

and  Indo-China. 
Mr.  F.  PARROTT,  95,   Yedo  Machi,  Kobe,  Secretary  for  Japan. 

Mr.  A.  LAWRENCE,   14,  Minami   Yamate,  Nagasaki,  Assistant. 
Mr.  HUGH  MILLER,  B.F.B.S.,  Chongno,  Seoul,  Secretary  for  Korea. 

Mr.  THOMAS  HOBBS,  Assistant. 
Mr.    CHAS.    E.    BOWEN,    Bible    House,    242,    Pitt    Street,    Sydney, 

Secretary  for  New  South  Wales. 
Mr.    E.    DANIEL,    Bible   House,    241-243,    Flinders   Lane,    Melbourne 

Secretary  (acting)  for  Victoria. 
Rev.    G.    M.    CLARK,    Bible    House,    108,    George    Street,    Brisbane, 

Secretary  for  Queensland. 
Rev.  J.  H.  SEXTON,  Bible  House,  Grenjell  Street,  Adelaide,  Secretary 

for  South  Australia. 
Rev.    A.    S.    J.    FRY,    B.F.B.S.,    167,    St.    George's    Terrace,    Perth, 

Secretary  for  Western  Australia. 

Rev.  A.  S.  BRYANT,  Hobart,  Organizing  Secretary  for  Tasmania. 
Rev.   A.  T.  THOMPSON,  M.A.,  B.D.,   Wellington,  Secretary  for  New 

Zealand. 
Mr.  W.  C.  K.  TORRE,  Casilla  del  Correo  5,  Buenos  Ayres,  Secretary 

for  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Paraguay. 

Rev.  A.  TELFORD,  Caixa  73,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Secretary  for  Brazil. 
Mr.    A.    E.    SPAUL,   c/o   British   Consul,   Para,   Acting-agent   for   the 

Amazon  Valley. 
Rev.   W.   H.   RAINEY,   Apartado    de    Correo   157,   Caracas,   Secretary 

for  Venezuela,  Colombia  and  Ecuador. 
Mr.    A.    R.    STARK,    Casilla    568,    Valparaiso,    Secretary    for    Chile, 

Bolivia,  and  Peru. 

Mr.  D.  BRACKENRIDGE,  Casilla  58,  Callao,  Sub-agent  for  Peru. 
Rev.    W.    B.    COOPER,    M.A.,    D.D.,     16,    College    Street,    Toronto, 

Secretary  for  Canada. 

The  following  District  Secretaries  are  on  the  Staff  of  the  Canadian  * 
Bible  Society  : 

Rev.  W.  E.  Hassard,  B.A.,  B.D.,  Toronto. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Bowen,  F.R.G.S.,  London. 

Rev.  E.  J.  B.  Salter,  Winnipeg. 

Rev.  J.  Knox  Wright,  D.D.,  Vancouver. 

Rev.  H.  D.  Marr,  B.A.,  Calgary. 

Rev.  W.  F.  Crawford,  B.A.,  B.D.,  Ottawa. 

Rev.  G.  A.  MacLennan,  B.A.,  Montreal. 

Rev.  F.  S.  Porter,  M.A.,  B.D.,  St.  John. 

Rev.  C.  W.  McKim,  M.A.,  Edmonton. 
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Home  District  Secretaries. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Bowman,  B.A.,  Rowley  Avenue,  Stafford. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Jones,  B.A.,  36,  Abinger  Road,  Bedford  Park,  London,  W.  4. 

Rev.  J.  Alston,  M.A.,  9,  Priory  Road,  Kew,  Surrey. 

Rev.  T.  Smetham,  53,  St.  Augustine's  Avenue,  Croydon. 

Rev.  Walter  Wall,  12,  Chestnut  Road,  Moseley,  Birmingham. 

Rev.    T.    A.    Wolfendale,    M.A.,    6,    Radcliffe    Park    Road,    Pendleton, 
Manchester. 

Rev.  J.  Addison  Ingle,  M.A.,  Lanteglos,  Wilderness  Road,  Plymouth. 

Rev.  H.  K.  Marsden,  M.A.,  4,  Ashwood  Terrace,  Headingley,  Leeds. 

Rev.  H.  J.  Cossar,  M.A.,  St.  Luke's  Lodge,  Alpha  Road,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  George  Daunt,  M.A.,  Ingleside,  Keynsham,  Bristol. 

Rev.  George  Hanson,  66,  Maple  Terrace,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Rev.  W.  G.  Roberts,  M.A.  118,  Hurst  Grove,  Bedford. 

Rev.  E.  W.  G.  Hudgell,  M.A.,  10,  Talbot  Road,  Highgate,  N. 

Rev.  A.  Wellesley  Jones,  B.A.,  B.D.,  Leven  Grove,  Kilmorey  Park,  Chester. 

Rev.  W.  Crwys  Williams,  1,  Richmond  Villas,  Swansea. 

Rev.  J.  Crossley,  18,  Grosvenor  Road,  Scarborough. 

Rev.  Tom  Bring,  151,  Mount  Road,  Wallasey,  Cheshire. 

Rev.  R.  D.  Canadine,  M.A.,  66,  Talbot  Street,  Nottingham. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Seccombe,  M.A.,  42,  Dallas  Road,  Lancaster. 

Rev.  A.  W.  M.  Cassan,  M.A.,  M.C.,  72,  Britannia  Road,  Thorpe  Hamlet, 
Harwich, 

Rev.  W.  A.  Ferris,  M.A.,  34,  Albert  Road,  Caversham,  Reading. 
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SUMMARY 

THE  Society's  issues  now  to  be  reported  for  the  year  1920-21 
numbered  8,655,781  books.  These  were  made  up  of  801,796 
Bibles,  727,307  New  Testaments,  and  7,126,678  smaller  portions 
containing  not  less  than  one  complete  book  of  Scripture.  Each 
item  shows  a  slight  surplus  over  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year,  the  total  increase  being  139,851  volumes.  If  we  omit  the 
period  of  the  great  war,  during  which  millions  of  books  were 
given  away,  this  distribution  has  been  exceeded  only  once  before 
in  the  Society's  history. 

Of  the  editions  sent  out  in  1920-21,  we  note  that  809,000 
copies  were  in  English  or  Welsh,  to  be  read  as  a  rule  within 
the  British  Empire.  In  our  circulation  abroad,  certain  results 
are  instructive.  For  instance,  315,000  books  were  sold  in  South 
America,  and  nearly  700,000  books  in  Japan  and  Korea.  Amid 
the  vast  ferment  of  new  ideas  in  India,  the  Gospel  is  being  read 
there  more  widely  than  ever.  For  India  and  Ceylon  together, 
our  distribution  last  year  reached  the  record  total  of  1,725,000 
copies — above  half  a  million  more  than  in  1913. 

Although  civil  conflict,  brigandage,  and  famine  have  been 
desolating  whole  provinces  of  China,  we  sold  last  year  over 
3,000,000  books — mainly  Gospels — in  that  populous  land. 

Since  its  foundation  in  1804  the  Bible  Society  has  issued  over 
319,470,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  Of  these,  nearly  100,000,000 
have  been  in  English. 

Translation  and  Revision. 

There  is  no  pause  in  the  steady  march  of  the  Bible  as  it  goes 
forward  conquering  and  to  conquer  the  languages  of  mankind. 
During  this  past  year  our  Society  has  published  the  Scriptures 
in  TEN  new  forms  of  speech — eight  of  which  were  for  Africa, 
one  for  India,  and  one  for  the  South  Seas.  This  means  that 
every  five  weeks  the  Gospel  has  spoken  in  a  fresh  tongue. 

The  revision  of  the  Hindi  New  Testament  has  been  finished. 
The  revision  of  the  Bulgarian  Bible,  begun  before  the  war,  is 
also  now  complete,  and  its  printing  has  been  taken  in  hand. 

The  total  number  of  names  on  the  Society's  Historical  Table 
of  Languages  has  now  risen  to  538.  Of  these,  160  fresh  names 
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have  been  added  since  the  present  century  began.  The  list 
now  includes  the  complete  Bible  in  135  forms  of  speech,  and  the 
complete  New  Testament  in  126  more. 

These  versions  are  printed  at  about  fifty  different  places,  and 
in  sixty  different  sets  of  characters.  In  embossed  type  for 
the  blind,  the  Society  has  already  helped  to  provide  the  Scriptures 
in  thirty-eight  different  languages. 

The  Partner  of  Missions. 

The  foreign  missions  of  almost  every  Reformed  Church  draw 
their  supplies  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  Society,  which  has  never 
refused  to  publish  a  duly  authenticated  version  of  Scripture 
in  any  new  form  of  speech.  It  prints  the  editions  which  the 
missionaries  need  ;  it  sends  them  out  to  remote  stations  ;  and  it 
does  this  on  such  terms  that,  as  a  rule,  no  part  of  the  cost  falls 
on  the  exchequer  of  the  mission  which  receives  and  distributes 
the  books. 

The  Anglican  Communion  throughout  the  world  is  teaching 
to-day  in  fully  193  separate  languages  and  dialects.  Versions 
in  no  fewer  than  184  of  these  are  obtained  by  Anglican  Missions 
from  the  Bible  Society.  Thus  the  S.P.G.  has  procured  82 
versions,  and  the  C.M.S.  uses  122  versions.  In  proportion, 
equally  important  help  is  rendered  to  the  U.M.C.A.,  the  Melanesian 
Mission,  the  S.A.M.S.,  and  the  Anglican  Mission  in  New  Guinea. 

The  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Free  Churches  obtain  from  the 
Bible  Society  the  bulk  of  all  the  versions  they  need.  It  furnishes 
the  London  Missionary  Society  with  60  versions,  and  Methodist 
Missionary  Societies  with  103.  Presbyterian  Missions  throughout 
the  world  use  136  of  its  versions.  It  published  the  Kongo 
Testament  for  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  and  supplies  many 
Baptist  stations  in  China,  Burma,  Africa,  and  the  West  Indies. 
The  China  Inland  Mission  and  other  undenominational  societies 
obtain  from  the  Bible  House  practically  all  the  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  which  they  use. 

The  Society  does  not  limit  its  help  to  British  missionary 
societies.  It  also  supplies  numerous  foreign  mission  stations 
belonging  to  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Finland  and  Sweden 
and  Norway  and  Denmark,  of  Holland  and  France  and  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  and  of  the  United  States. 

More  than  900  native  Christian  colporteurs  were  at  work 
week  by  week  throughout  the  year  1920,  supervised  by  the 
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Society's  foreign  officials  or  its  missionary  friends.  In  spite  of 
many  hindrances  these  colporteurs  sold  last  year  not  far  short 
of  five  million  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 

The  enterprises  and  triumphs  of  Christian  Missions  are  creating 
as  many  new  and  imperious  claims  upon  this  Society.  Each  new 
tribe  evangelized,  each  fresh  language  reduced  to  writing  and 
grammar,  each  new  convert  baptized,  means  a  new  call  for  help 
from  the  resources  of  the  Bible  House — help  which  is  most  gladly 
given,  without  creating  a  charge  upon  the  funds  of  the  Mission 
which  is  aided  thereby. 

The  Work  at  Home. 

It  cannot  be  stated  too  emphatically  that  the  Society's  editions 
are  produced  under  conditions  of  labour  which  are  scrupulously 
guarded  by  the  Committee.  The  heavy  loss  entailed  by  the 
publication  of  our  popular  English  editions  of  the  Bible  and 
Testament  at  such  low  prices  is  borne  by  the  Society's  funds, 
and  forms  one  important  contribution  by  the  Bible  Society  to 
the  cause  of  home  missions. 

Apart  from  the  losses  involved  in  the  sales  of  its  books  at 
catalogue  prices,  the  Society  spent  about  £2,500  in  England 
and  Wales  last  year,  mainly  in  grants  of  the  Scriptures — free  or 
at  greatly  reduced  rates — to  the  schools  and  home  missions  of 
nearly  every  Christian  Communion,  and  to  all  the  varied  agencies 
of  religious  and  philanthropic  activity. 

In  order  to  assist  and  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Bible 
in  our  own  country,  especially  in  places  which  are  not  reached 
by  ordinary  booksellers,  the  Committee  grant  special  colportage 
terms  to  all  societies  and  institutions  which  regularly  carry  on 
the  sale  of  the  Scriptures  by  colportage  among  the  poor  in  England 
and  Wales. 

Nearly  all  the  English  and  Welsh  Institutions  for  befriending 
the  blind  obtain  the  Scriptures  which  they  require  from  the 
Bible  House  at  merely  nominal  rates.  Each  volume  of  the 
Society's  new  English  Braille  Bible  now  costs  from  6s.  6d.  to 
8s.  3d.  to  produce,  and  is  priced  at  Is.  6d.  Towards  the  cost 
of  these  books  the  Society  now  receives  a  Government  grant 
of  2s.  6d.  per  volume  :  the  net  loss  to  the  Society,  therefore, 
ranges  from  2s.  6d.  to  4s.  3d.  per  volume.  In  English  or  Welsh 
3,666  volumes  in  embossed  type  were  granted  free,  or  sold,  during 
1920-21.  Any  poor  blind  applicant  can  obtain  a  book  of  the 
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English  Bible  in  Braille  or  Moon  type  as  a  free  gift,  on  the  recom 
mendation  of  some  minister  of  religion. 

Students  at  Theological  and  Missionary  Colleges  received  last 
year  as  gifts  180  Old  Testaments  in  Hebrew,  441  New  Testa 
ments  in  Greek  and  31  New  Testaments  in  Latin.  The  Society 
also  presents  outgoing  missionaries  with  Bibles  or  Testaments 
in  the  vernaculars  of  their  fields  of  labour. 

Auxiliaries* 

At  the  end  of  March,  1921,  the  Society  had  5,128  Auxiliaries, 
Branches,  and  Jfcociations  in  England  and  Wales.  In  connexion 
wkh  these  dumig  the  last  twelve  months  3,987  meetings 
were  held,  and  3,743  sermons  preached,  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Outside  the  United  Kingdom  the  Society  has  about  4,750 
Auxiliaries  and  Branches,  mainly  in  the  British  Dominions  and 
Colonies.  Many  of  these  carry  on  vigorous  Bible  distribution 
in  their  own  localities,  besides  sending  generous  contributions 
to  London. 

Finance* 
Expenditure. 

The  cost  of  producing  and  distributing  the  Society's  editions 
and  carrying  on  its  world- wide  mission  has  risen  to  an  abnormal 
height.  Moreover,  to  restore  our  organization  in  countries 
devastated  by  the  war,  and  to  replace  the  editions  which  were 
exhausted  during  the  years  of  conflict,  has  involved  outlay  on 
a  scale  which  we  never  had  to  face  before. 

Last  year  altogether  we  laid  out  no  less  than  £302,324  in 
translating,  revising,  printing,  binding,  and  transporting  the 
Scriptures.  On  colporteurs  we  have  spent  £52,353 — although 
in  Russia,  Siberia,  and  most  of  Central  Europe  it  was  still 
impossible  to  resume  colportage. 

Altogether  the  Society's  actual  expenditure  during  the  past 
year  has  reached  the  very  large  sum  of  £492,188.  Of  this  total, 
however,  £45,005  has  been  met  by  the  fund  set  aside  three  years 
ago  for  replenishing  depleted  stocks.  Thus  the  payments 
charged  to  our  General  Fund  this  year  were  £447,183. 

Receipts* 

Turning  to  the  Society's  income  last  year,  we  note  that 
donations  paid  in  London  were  £25,560 — more  than  £20,000 
below  these  donations  in  1919  (when,  however,  these  included 
Lord  Peckover's  splendid  gift  of  £19,400). 

From  legacies  the  Society  received  £56,157,  which  is  £5,296 
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above  the  recent  annual  average  ;  according  to  rule,  this  excess 
of  £5,296  has  been  transferred  to  the  Legacy  Equalization  Fund. 

The  receipts  from  sales  rose  to  £150,313— an  increase  of 
£14,111  on  the  previous  year.  Owing  to  the  abnormal  charges 
for  paper,  printing,  and  binding,  our  huge  popular  editions  now 
cost  three  or  four  times  as  much  to  produce  as  they  did  before 
the  war.  In  face  of  such  unprecedented  charges  the  Committee 
have  been  driven  once  again  to  advance  the  selling-prices  of 
nearly  all  the  Society's  books.  Nevertheless,  the  losses  incurred 
at  present  on  our  sales  are  far  heavier  than  ever ;  because  in 
fixing  these  prices  for  any  country,  the  Committee  must  always 
consider  what  the  poor  there  are  able  to  pay  ;  and  in  many 
lands  deep  poverty  prevails,  while  the  money  in  circulation  has 
depreciated  enormously  in  value. 

On  the  whole,  out  of  every  £1  which  the  Society  spends  on 
producing  and  distributing  the  Scriptures,  it  has  this  year 
received  back  less  than  7s.  as  the  proceeds  of  sales — notwith 
standing  the  increase  in  selling  prices. 

Contributions  from  Auxiliaries* 

The  Society's  Auxiliaries,  at  home  and  abroad,  contributed 
last  year  £135,167  :  this  is  £4,000  less  than  their  contributions 
in  1919.  In  England  the  Auxiliaries  have  paid  in  £66,229  (a 
decrease  of  £2,915),  and  in  Wales  £8,483  (a  decrease  of  £848). 

The  Hibernian  Bible  Society  sent  £1,705.  From  the  Con 
tinent  of  Europe  we  received  £961,  half  of  which  came  from 
Italy.  South  Africa  remitted  £6,104  ;  India  and  Ceylon  raised 
£7,980  (an  increase  of  nearly  £1,700)  ;  China  raised  £1,721  ; 
Japan  and  Korea  raised  £334.  The  Auxiliaries  in  Australia 
raised  £15,028.  New  Zealand  contributed  £3,020.  From  South 
America  we  have  received  £1,216.  The  Canadian  Bible  Society, 
after  spending  over  £34,000  on  Bible  work  in  the  Dominion,  sent 
to  London  the  fine  sum  of  £20,030. 

In  days  like  these,  when  in  civilized  countries  most  men  are 
impoverished  and  overtaxed,  we  must  indeed  thank  God  for 
such  proofs  of  steadfast  generosity  and  loyalty  shown  by  friends 
and  lovers  of  the  Bible. 

Altogether,  the  Society's  receipts  through  its  ordinary  channels 
of  income  last  year  reached  the  sum  of  £375,528 — a  figure  which 
falls  £10,731  below  the  corresponding  receipts  for  the  previous  year. 

The  broad  outstanding,  and  even  startling,  fact  is  that  ths 
Society's  actual  expenditure  last  year  reached  the  unprecedented 
figure  of  £492,188  ;  while  the  actual  income  received  during  the 
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same  period— £375,528 — fell  short  of  this  by  no  less  than  £116,666. 
As  already  stated,  this  is  reduced  by  £45,005  from  the  "  Depleted 
Stocks  "  Fund — leaving  a  deficiency  of  £71,655. 

To  meet  so  grave  a  situation,  the  Committee  have  had  to 
draw  very  heavily  on  their  available  reserves.  These  include 
£38,719,  the  balance  of  the  Emergency  Fund  ;  and  £8,448, 
the  balance  of  a  Contingency  Fund  established  after  the  Cen 
tenary.  Both  funds  are  now  exhausted,  and  the  Society's 
resources  are  thereby  most  seriously  reduced. 

By  adding  to  receipts  the  two  latter  amounts  of  £38,719  and 
£8,448,  and  by  deducting  from  expenditure  the  first-named 
amount  of  £45,005,  the  Society's  REVENUE  last  year  is  brought 
up  to  a  total  of  £422,695 — as  compared  with  an  EXPENDITURE 
of  £447,183.  This  leaves  on  the  year  a  shortage  of  £24,488. 

Amid  the  present  distress  of  nations,  and  by  reason  of  its 
efforts  to  cope  with  unexampled  demands  for  the  Scriptures, 
the  Bible  Society  is  passing  through  severe  financial  strain. 
Never  did  it  need  help  more  sorely,  or  deserve  help  more  abun 
dantly.  The  Committee  are  faced  with  two  grave  alternatives. 
They  must  seriously  cut  down  their  editions,  or  they  must 
largely  increase  their  income.  But  surely,  in  a  world  so  full  of 
misery  and  confusion,  this  is  not  the  time  for  reducing  the  cir 
culation  of  the  Word  of  God.  The  Committee,  therefore, 
earnestly  appeal  to  their  friends  everywhere  to  join  with  them 

in  RAISING  THE  SOCIETY'S  INCOME  BY  £75,000  ABOVE  THAT 
RECEIVED  LAST  YEAR. 

Obituary. 

Since  the  Society's  annual  meeting  in  1920,  death  has  removed 
seven  of  its  Vice-Presidents  : — 

The  Bishop  of  Durham  ;  Sir  Algernon  Coote,  Bart.  ;  Sir 
George  W.  Macalpine  ;  Lord  Cozens-Hardy  ;  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Connell ;  the  Rev.  Owen  Evans,  D.D. ;  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh. 

The  Staff. 

The  Committee  have  cordially  appointed  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Dimble  Henwood,  M.A.,  vicar  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Weston- 
super-Mare,  to  the  post  of  Home  Superintendent,  which  has 
been  vacant  since  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Raynes 
more  than  a  year  ago.  Mr.  Henwood  began  his  new  duties  on 
September  1st,  1921. 
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Mr.  Horace  F.  Moule,  Litt.D.,  who  had  served  since  1912 
as  assistant  in  the  Editorial  Department  of  the  Bible  House, 
has  accepted  a  mastership  at  Weymouth  College. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Smith,  who  has  served  since  1916  as 
the  Society's  secretary  for  Italy,  has  now  been  appointed  secretary 
for  Western  Europe. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Wiles,  M.A.,  formerly  Lecturer  on  English  Literature 
in  Belgrade  University,  has  been  appointed  the  Society's  secre 
tary  for  South-East  Europe. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Enrico  Pons,  of  Palermo,  a  distinguished 
Waldensian  minister,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
Society's  work  in  Italy. 

Mr.  F.  Thomasko,  a  Hungarian,  has  been  appointed  to  super 
intend  the  Society's  work  in  Hungary. 

Mr.  J.  Klein,  a  Rumanian,  has  been  appointed  to  superintend 
the  Society's  work  in  Rumania. 

To  superintend  their  Bible  work  in  Poland  the  Committee 
have  appointed  Mr.  Alexander  Enholc,  a  Pole  who  was  born  at 
Warsaw. 

The  Rev.  Ivan  Gantcheff,  of  Ruschuk,  a  Bulgarian  by  birth 
and  race,  has  been  appointed  to  superintend  the  Society's  work 
in  Bulgaria. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  G.  Tisdall  has  resigned  his  post  as  our  secretary 
in  Malaya.  To  succeed  Mr.  Tisdall  the  Committee  have  appointed 
Mr.  Benjamin  Purdy,  who  first  joined  the  Society's  staff  in  the 
Far  East  in  1888. 

The  Rev.  O.  R.  Walkey  has  resigned  his  post  as  the  Society's 
secretary  for  the  Amazon  Valley.  Mr.  A.  E.  Spaul  remains  as 
acting-agent  at  Para. 

At  Melbourne,  Mr.  Edwin  E.  Daniel  has  been  appointed  acting- 
secretary  of  the  Bible  Society  in  Victoria. 

On  account  of  his  state  of  health  the  Committee  have  accepted 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  T.  Turley,  F.R.G.S.,  assistant-agent  in 
Manchuria,  where  he  has  served  the  Society  for  nearly  thirty- 
five  years. 

Mr.  J.  Fotheringham  has  been  appointed  the  Society's  sub- 
agent  at  Barranquilla. 

In  January,  1921,  Monsieur  J.  May  died  at  Algiers,  where  he 
had  represented  the  Society  for  the  last  thirty-four  years. 
Monsieur  C.  Bonnet,  who  served  from  1902  to  1914  as  the  Society's 
sub-agent  in  Indo-China,  has  now  been  appointed  superintendent 
for  Algeria. 
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THE  BIBLE   SOCIETY  RECEIVED  FOE  ITS  GENERAL 
FUND  DURING   THE   YEAR    ENDING    MARCH  31sT,   1921: 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  issued  from  the 
Bible  House,  London,  to  trade  depots, 
Auxiliaries,  missionary  societies,  etc.  ...  J675.295 

From  sales  of  the  Scriptures  abroad       73,168 

— .£148,463 

From  sales  of  magazines     1,850 

Subscriptions,  donations,  etc.,  paid  at  the  Bible 

House,  London 30,722 

Contributed  by  Auxiliaries  at  home         ...         ...  76,987 

Contributed  abroad 58,180 

Legacies  56,157 

Transferred    to     the    Legacy  Equalization 

Fund        5,296 

50,861 

Dividends        ...         .*.          8,465 


Contributed  during  1920-1921        375,528 

Transferred  from  the  Emergency  Fund 38,719 

Transferred  from  the  Contingency  Fund  ...  8,448 

TOTAL  .£422,695 
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THE   BIBLE   SOCIETY  EXPENDED    FROM    ITS   GENERAL 
FUND  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31sT,  1921 : 

Translating,  revising,  printing,  and  binding 

the  Scriptures      £280,918 

Defrayed  from  Special   Fund  for  restoring 

depleted  stocks  in  Foreign  Agencies  45,005 


235,913 
Freight  and  carriage  of  the  Scriptures     ...         21,406 


Warehouses,  depots,  and  sub-depots  at  home  and  abroad 
Maintaining  colporteurs  and  Biblewomeu          

Salaries    and    travelling    expenses    of   Secretaries    and 
Sub-agents  abroad         

Bible    House    administration,    salaries,    repairs,    rates, 
taxes,  insurance,  postage,  etc.  

Home    Organization    staff,    including     District    Secre 
taries  and  Publicity  expenses  

Reports,  magazines,  and  other  literature 

Allowances  to  old  and  disabled  servants     . . . 


£257,319 
45,155 
52,353 

41,852 
17,202 

17,818 
9,270 
6,714 


TOTAL   EXPENDITURE        £447,183 


The  above  statement  is  a  summary  of  the  Cash  Account  (published 
in  detail  in  the  Annual  Report),  which  has  been  audited  by  Messrs. 
J.  and  A.  W.  Sully  &  Co.,  Chartered  Accountants. 
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NOTICE   RESPECTING   REMITTANCES. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  are  received  at  the  Bible 
House,  146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  4  ;  also  at 
the  Society's  Bankers,  THE  BANK  OF  ENGLAND,  Threadneedle 
Street,  B.C.  2,  and  WILLIAMS  DEACON'S  Bank,  Limited,  20, 
Birchin  Lane,  E.G.  3 ; — advice  being  sent  to  the  Secretaries  at 
the  Bible  House.  Cheques  (crossed  on  the  Bank  of  England), 
Bankers'  Drafts,  and  Post  Office  Orders  (on  the  General  Post 
Office)  should  be  made  payable  to  The  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretaries. 


Letters  containing  Orders  for  Books  are  requested  to  be 
addressed,  prepaid,  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
146,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.G.  4.  The  Society's  Depot 
is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  5.30  p.m.,  the  Offices  from  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  On  Saturdays  the  Depot  and  the  Offices  close  at 
12.30  p.m.  The  Bible  House  is  closed  on  the  usual  public 
holidays. 


FORM   OF   A   BEQUEST  TO   THE   SOCIETY. 

I  bequeath  the  sum  of  Pounds  sterling 

free  of  Legacy  Duty  to  "THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 
SOCIETY,"  instituted  in  London  in  the  year  1804,  t°  be  paid  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  Society  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time 
being  thereof,  whose  Receipt  shall  be  a  good  discharge  for  the 
same. 
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FOREIGN  TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS  :  Testaments  London. 
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